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 Mr Terry Melchert TCM: 

 Corporate Services – � (07) 4099 9409 
 
 
 
The Hon Peter Beattie 
The Premier of Queensland 
PO Box 1585 
City East 
Queensland 4002  
 
 
Dear Premier, 
 
RE: State engagement and provision of power north of the Daintree River 
 
I write in reference to correspondence received from the Hon Geoff Wilson MP on the 23 October 2006.  
This correspondence was in reply to a request for information regarding the provision of reticulated power for 
the area north of the Daintree River.  I trust you have received a copy of this letter and I would like to bring to 
your attention some additional information. 
 
The Daintree is a world and national icon and is a fundamental part of the tourism product that FNQ delivers.  
Protection of this World Heritage asset is delivered through the Shire’s newly adopted planing scheme and 
inter alia through the State’s Daintree Buyback Scheme. 
 
In arriving at this point of protection the Shire moved forward on the basis of a 1999 three point plan, which 
was presented to Government.  The third point in this plan is that once development can be controlled 
(through the new planning scheme), the State Government would address the issue of power north of the 
Daintree River. 
 
Given that part of the FNQ Statutory regional Plan is about infrastructure, Council request that this issue of 
power north of the Daintree River be included in the terms of reference. 
 
Please find attached the three point plan (Appendix A) and issues which DSC has identified as pertinent in 
discussions surrounding this issue (Appendix B). 
 
Should you require any further information in relation to this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on 
telephone (07) 4099 9409. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
T C Melchert 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
cc: Jason O’Brien MP Ground Floor, Andrejic’s Arcade, 62-66 Grafton Street, Cairns 4870 
 Manager Energy Solutions Ergon Energy 109 Lake Street, Cairns 4870 
 FNQ Statutory Regional Plan FNQ2025 C/- DLGPSR, PO BOX 5194, Cairns 4870 
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Appendix B 
Please consider the following points in regards to the provision of power north of the 
Daintree River: 
 
• DSC understands and appreciates the Statement of Policy 2000 was implemented as a measure to 

control development in the Daintree region.  We are aware this policy does preclude the 
establishment of any new supply networks north of the Daintree River.  This includes supply, 
extending existing mains electricity network by Ergon and/or any localised supply networks 
(renewable or generator power) from private commercial entities in the future.  We hereby request 
that the Premier looks at rescinding the above-mentioned policy.  

• The three-point plan was presented to the State Government in 1999 reflecting Council’s position on the 
provision of power north of the Daintree River.  Please note that the first two points have been 
addressed and the third point is now outstanding.  

• The Douglas Shire’s new town planning scheme came into force on 4 September 2006, which identifies 
land suitable for development, land with high conservation values and land suitable for buy back in 
the Daintree region.  The scheme ensures future development is sensitive to the surrounding World 
Heritage listed rainforest and limits future population growth/development in the area.  The Planning 
Scheme in fact duplicates the objectives of the Statement of Policy. 

• DSC wishes to instigate constructive engagement with the State Government to identify realistic and 
potential options for the provision of power north of the Daintree River.  This could mean looking 
beyond the scope of the FNQEB EIAS in that options for power are more numerous than the 
extension of the existing supply network. 

• The local community has expressed their frustration at DSC for not providing power north of the Daintree 
River.  An ongoing issue is that the local community blames DSC.  DSC wishes to facilitate 
discussions between the local community and the State to accurately express their concerns. 

• Regardless of type of electricity supply, one of the aims of the provision of power north of the Daintree 
River should be to provide an equitable electricity supply on par with the rest of Queensland. 

• The rebate scheme available for stand alone Remote Area Power Systems (RAPS) is the federally 
funded PVRP rebate.  This is capped at $4000 and has no provision for ongoing maintenance of 
systems.  If RAPS systems are the only available power supply we ask that, the State looks into a 
specific rebate scheme to realistically reflect a larger percentage of the capital investment required to 
install and maintain such a system. 

• DSC would like to see the State Government facilitate a working group representing the key stakeholders 
involved in this issue.  This could include (and should not be restricted to) Ergon Energy, Energy 
Solutions (renewable energy division of Ergon Energy), independent energy consultants, 
representatives of Department of Mines and Energy, representative of DSC and a representative 
from Baileys Creek Community League. 
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