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7.13. APPLICATION TO PURCHASE FLOATING RESERVATION ON LOT 97 
SR231 O'DONOGHUE ROAD MIALLO 

   
REPORT AUTHOR  Property Officer 
    
EXECUTIVE  General Manager Corporate and Communities 
    
DEPARTMENT  Corporate and Communities 
    
TEAM Community Services 
  
DATE 27 October 2026 

 
  
RECOMMENDATION  
  
That Council: 
 

1. Declare that the reservation in title for public (road) purposes, attached to Lot 97 
on Crown Plan SR231, title reference 20464193, is not required for any 
foreseeable future expansion of the local road network.  
 

2. Advise the Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Manufacturing and 
Regional and Rural Development that Council, as the road manager, supports 
an application by the registered landowner of Lot 97 on Crown Plan SR231 to 
purchase the reservation in title, by completion of Form LA30: Statement in 
relation to an application under the Land Act 1994 over State land. 

  
  
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
  
The Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Manufacturing and Regional and Rural 
Development (the Department) seeks Council’s views on an application made by the 
registered landowner of Lot 97 on Crown Plan SR231 (Lot 97) to purchase a reservation in 
title for public (road) purposes. Council, as the relevant local authority, is the road manager 
for local roads under its control.   
 
 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATIONS / RESOLUTIONS 
  
Not applicable.  
 
 
REPORT/BACKGROUND 
  

• A reservation in title is an area excluded from a title for a public purpose. It may be 
contained on either freehold or leased land.  

 
• During settlement of the State, reservations were provided for possible future public 

requirements. Reservations for road purposes were provided as future road 
requirements could not always be foreseen, nor the pattern of development reasonably 
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anticipated. The location of these reservations was generally undefined (i.e. a floating 
reservation). 
 

• The State is the only party that may deal with a reservation in accordance with the 
Land Act 1994. 

 
• A reservation that is no longer needed is required to be purchased by the owner or 

freeholding lessee following application under Section 24 of the Land Act 1994. The 
purchase is to be by way of a one-off payment (to the State) at the unimproved value 
of the land as decided under Section 25 of the Land Act 1994 and the Land Regulation 
2020.    
 

• As depicted on Crown Plan SR231, a reservation for road purposes is attached to Lot 
97. The numbers ‘3 . 2 . 13’ are a reference to imperial units of area being three (3) 
acres, two (2) roods (pronounced ‘rods’) and 13 perches which equates to an area of 
1.4492 hectares that is set aside for road purposes within Lot 97. [Attachment 1] 

  
 
FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
  
The are no financial implications for Council associated with this matter. 
 
All costs associated with the application and subsequent processes related thereto shall be 
met by the applicant.  
 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
  
An internal consultation process was undertaken to determine what, if any, potential exists for 
future use of the floating reservation. Advice from Civil Operations is that no potential for future 
use of the floating reservation has been identified, whereby expansion of the local road 
network would require a road to be established on Lot 97, and that it supports the 
recommendation to Council.  
 
While unlikely, there is a residual risk whereby future growth or changes to the road network 
in the Miallo locality could theoretically create a need for the land (for road purposes) after the 
reservation in title is removed. Should this ever eventuate, then Council would incur land 
acquisition/resumption costs to acquire part of the land; costs it otherwise would not have 
incurred if the reservation in title was retained.   
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
  
There are no environmental implications associated with this matter.  
  
 
SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
  
There are no social implications associated with this matter.  
  
 
CORPORATE AND OPERATIONAL PLAN 
  
This report has been prepared in accordance with the following: 



 178 of 251  
 

Ordinary Council Meeting - 27 October 2026 
 

 
Corporate Plan 2025-2030 Initiatives: 
 
Theme 2 - Prosperity  
Council plans, builds and maintains the infrastructure required to improve our lifestyle and 
promote economic growth, working actively to support local businesses. 
2.7 - Build strong local, State and Federal relations. 
 
Operational Plan 2026-2027 Actions: 
 
Legislative requirement. 
 
 
LEGISLATION AND POLICY 
  

• Land Act 1994 
• Land Regulation 2020  

  
 
CONSULTATION 
  
Internal Consultation: 
 

• Planning Team 
• Civil Operations Team 
• Infrastructure, Planning & Delivery Team 

 
External Consultation: 
 

• Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Manufacturing and Regional and Rural 
Development.  

 
  
CONCLUSION 
 
The decision to approve or refuse the application made by the landowner ultimately rests with 
the Department. Advice from Civil Operations is that no potential for future use of the floating 
reservation has been identified, whereby expansion of the local road network would require a 
road to be established within Lot 97. On that basis it is recommended that Council support the 
application by the landowner to purchase the reservation in title for public (road) purposes 
attached to Lot 97. 
 
  
ATTACHMENTS 
  
1. Attachment 1 [7.13.1 - 2 pages] 
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(c) Douglas Shire Council

©2020 Douglas Shire Council (DSC). Based on or contains data provided by DSC and the State of Queensland
Department of Natural Resources & Mines (NR&M) [2020].
In consideration of these agencies permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that these agencies give no
warranty in relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accept no
liability (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential
damage) relating to any use of the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the
privacy laws.

Lot 97
SR231

Lot 97 SR231 in proximity to existing local road network

Lot 97
SR231
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