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03 February 2017

Department of Natural Resources and Mines
Attn: Karen Lodge

Acting Senior Land Officer

State Land Asset Management

North Region

PO Box 5318

TOWNSVILLE QLD 4810

Dear Ms Lodge

RE : Application to Purchase State Land Describe as Lot 84 SP204459 being
Reserve for Environmental Purpose and Part of Un-named Road Abutting Lot 84
SP204459

Reference is made to your correspondence received on 9 November 2016 concerning
the above application to purchases. Within this correspondence the Department
advises that it holds the view that it could not support a favourable determination on
the following grounds:

e Before land is allocated under the Act, the Chief Executive must evaluate the
land to assess the most appropriate tenure and use for this land and
evaluation must take into account State, regional and Local Planning
Strategies and policy of this Act.

o Lot 84 SP 204459 contains significant and sensitive environmental values,
incorporating wetlands, of concern regional ecosystems, and essential
habitat for the endangered Southern Cassowary. The department believes
these values are appropriately protected under a community reserve for
environmental purposes.

e The evaluation of Lot 84 SP204459 has taken into account the views
received from relevant stakeholders, including Department of Environment
and Heritage Protection who indicated the site has significant environmental
values and recommends the site to remain as a reserve for environmental
purposes.

As you are aware Council submitted an application to purchase all of Lot 84 SP
204459 situated at Yule Point (Lot 84) and half of the road abutting Lot 84 in October
2015. The Department was also advised at the time, that this purchase would be on
behalf of the Homeless Animal Society and Boarding Kennels (Paws and Claws) for
the operation of an animal refuge facility from a purpose built animal shelter.

Page 1 of 3



In May of 2016 the Department advised Council that they would only consider the sale of
approximately 7,000 M? of Lot 84 and approximately 2,800M? of the un-named road. A plan of the
proposed sale area was developed by the Department and forwarded to Council for approval.
A joint inspection of the site was undertaken by Councillors, Council Staff and Paws and Claws
Representatives. Following this inspection, Paws and Claws officially requested that Council
proceed to purchase this land. At no stage throughout this process was Council made aware that
this parcel of land would be intruding into essential habitat for the Southern Cassowary.

As a result of receiving the above noted letter, in early December 2016 Council sought local
feedback via social media on potential Cassowary sightings at the site and surrounding areas.
Sixty four precent of the comments received on the Facebook post stated they had never seen a
cassowary within the area, and the remaining posts commented on responsible pet ownership.

Douglas Shire Council has recently been acknowledged for its commitment to cassowaries by
winning the Wet Tropics Management Authority Cassowary Award for services to the environment.
Council notes that the work undertaken by the volunteers of Paws and Claws prevents the
dumping of unwanted animals thereby reducing the risk of an increase in feral animals and
attacks on native wildlife.

As a way forward, Council is proposing to modify the boundaries of the area of land to be
purchased in order to avoid the area of essential habitat for Southern Cassowaries
(Attachment A). Our proposal will result in the block of land being reduced in size to approximately
3,300M?. The proposed area of the road reserve would also be reduced to approximately 1650M*

Should there be any concern regarding the proximity of the facility to the essential habitat area, it
should be noted that there are a number of developments in Douglas Shire within known
Cassowary Habitat areas. Council consistently applies relevant conditions to these
developments to protect the native wildlife and, in this case will require Paws and Claws to have a
purpose built shelter with appropriate security enclosures to house the animals and prevent
escape. Finally, it should be noted that a major highway is located in the immediate vicinity of the
subject land.

Council's Land Management staff recently conducted a vegetation survey of the proposed
allotment. This survey included the flat terrain and the lower part of the foothills. Staff GPS
tracked and plotted all vegetation with a diameter at chest height greater than 400mm. Officers
did not identify any species that were of significant concern; in fact all vegetation identified
was in the ‘of lease concern’ conservation status. A full list of identified species is included at
Attachment B. In addition Council has been unable to identify any wetlands in the proposed area
of Lot 84.

Under the current Douglas Shire Planning Scheme Lot 84 is within the Rural Zone. The proposed
scheme currently lists Lot 84 in the Conservation Zone however, to accommodate the proposed
animal shelter Council intends to apply for an amendment to the proposed Planning Scheme to
ensure Lot 84 retains its current zoning. It is acknowledged that the proposed subdivision does not
meet the minimum lot size specified in the Rural Zone; however it is not unusual for public utilities
to be provided with lots of less than the minimum lot size.

In summary, Council Officers believe that they have provided a solution to all the objections listed
in your letter. Accordingly Council requests that the Department review the preliminary view
expressed in your letter and support Council's application to purchase the portion of Lot 84
identified in Attachment A.

As previously discussed, Council Officers would appreciate the opportunity to meet with
Department Officers for further discussions prior to a final decision being made. We consider it
would be advantageous as part of these discussions to meet on site and would be happy to host a
visit to our Shire. Please contact our Senior Property Officer, Robert Donovan on Ph 07 4099
9478 or Robert.Donovan@douglas.gld.gov.au.
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| thank you for your consideration of the above and look forward to working with you to develop an
outcome that will be in the best interests of all parties.

Yours faithfully

ne Jacobson
TING GENERAL MMANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES
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ATTACHMENT B

Briefing Note — Paws and Claws Site

Background
Correspondence received from DNRM dated 09/11/16 regarding the application to purchase State land
described as Lot 84 on SP204459 being reserve for environmental purposes is not supported on the

following grounds:

Lot 84 on SP204459 contains significant and sensitive environmental values, incorporating wetlands, of
concern regional ecosystems, and essential habitat for the endangered southern cassowary.

A vegetation survey of Lot 84 on SP204459 was conducted by Council Land Management staff on the
30/11/16. This involved a ground survey throughout the parcel to identify dominant vegetation types and

species.

Vegetation survey of proposed Paws and Claws allotment

On 12 January 2017, Land Management staff conducted a vegetation survey of the proposed
allotment on Lot 84 SP204459. Predominantly most of the flat terrain was surveyed, and the
bottom part of the foothills. As part of the vegetation survey, we GPS tracked and plotted all
vegetation with a diameter at breast Height (DBH) greater than 40cm. The survey track and

plotted vegetation are shown below:

Goor

A full list of identified species is included. The species list is separated into two sections. The first is
a list of every species that was GPS plotted with the plants DBH>40cm, including vines and
epiphytes and the second is all the other species with a DBH <40cm.
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As part of the species list the plants conservation status according to the Nature Conservation Act
1992 is also listed.

Vegetation survey - Yule Point

Family Genus Species Common name | Conservation Status
Plants - DBH > 40cm

ANACARDIACEAE | Blepharocarya involucrigera Rose Butternut Of Least Concern Wildlife

Buchanania arborescens Jam Jam Of Least Concern Wildlife

APOCYNACEAE Alstonia scholaris Milky Pine Of Least Concern Wildlife

Tabernaemontana | Orientalis Eastern Gondola Bush | Of Least Concern Wildlife

ARALIACEAE Polyscias elegans Celerywood Of Least Concern Wildlife

australianum var.

BURSERACEAE Canarium australianum Scrub Turpentine Of Least Concern Wildlife

COMBRETACEAE | Terminalia microcarpa Of Least Concern Wildlife

Terminalia muelleri Mueller's Damson Of Least Concern Wildlife

CYCADACEAE Cycas media Queensland Cycad Of Least Concern Wildlife

involucrata var.

EUPHORBIACEAE | Macaranga mallotoides Brown Macaranga Of Least Concern Wildlife

Macaranga tanarius Blush Macaranga Of Least Concern Wildlife

Mallotus philippensis Red Kamala Of Least Concern Wildlife

FABACEAE Acacia polystachya Forest Mangrove Of Least Concern Wildlife

Albizia procera Forest Siris Of Least Concern Wildlife

Millettia pinnata Pongamia Tree Of Least Concern Wildlife

LAURACEAE Litsea leefeana Bollywood Of Least Concern Wildlife

LECYTHIDACEAE Planchonia careya Cocky Apple Of Least Concern Wildlife

MELIACEAE Dysoxylum gaudichaudianum Ivory Mahogany Of Least Concern Wildlife

Melia azedarach White Cedar Of Least Concern Wildlife

MORACEAE Ficus drupaceae Drupe Fig Of Least Concern Wildlife

Ficus septica Septic Fig Of Least Concern Wildlife

MYRTACEAE Corymbia tessellaris Moreton Bay Ash Of Least Concern Wildlife

Corymbia intermedia Pink Bloodwood Of Least Concern Wildlife
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