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Executive Summary

The Draft Vehicles on Beaches General Policy, which sought to provide a balanced sotyish bike use on
Wonga Beach, was released for public consultation in September 2018.

To ensure all Wonga Beach residents were aware of the opportimnfisovide feedback, letters were delivered to
all 500 households in the beach community, a poster and handouts were available at the Wonga Beach Servo and
articles appeared in the local m¢dU }v & }3ov o }v o juv Jo[s A ]88 X

Council received 85 submissions, representing 187 peopiehich69% were in support, 28%ere against and 3%
neutral. Looking ajust Wonga Beactesidents there were 162 people who lodged submissions, withast 80% in
support ofpermitting limited recreational use 0ATVs on the beacfihose 162 people live in 85 different
households of which almost three quarters support the policy overall.

Because peoplwok the time to provide feedbadkis possibldo look beyond thestatistics to gain better insight
into community attitudes.

The overriding sentimerdf those who support the policy in principal straight forward. fiey enjoyriding quads on
the beachand valuethe privilege of being able to do sklany believehe geography and settlement of Wonga
Beach makes it an ideal location for the use of AT\s one of thdongest stretches of sandy beach in the Shire
with the northern endwell away from the vast majority of homdeavingplenty of roan for other beach users. And
by forbidding vehicles from driving above the hitite mark, the impact on the environmentlimited to the tyre
tracks which arevashed away with the next high tide.

For those who do not support quads on the beach, manyargstrongly opposed. Many reasons were put forward
and all are included in this report, but the most commonly mentioned concerns were the detrimental impact on the
natural environment and nativerémals, difficulty in policingefr that ratepayers wilbbe liable for damage or injury
caused by quads and the noisem vehiclegdestroying the quiet enjoyment of the beach byther users.

Whilst there is strong support of limited recreational usengosupporters felt thgproposedConditionswere too
limiting, and have provided feedback to that end. Not unexpectedly, troggmsingthe policy, thought that some
Conditionsweretoo lenient, and provided suggestions on how they should be strengthened.

The draft policy permits limited recreational use the area of beach north @iblin Streetand provides for just one
access pointSeveral people thought this too restrictive, particularly those in Wonga who lived south of Giblin Street.
In general ATV owners felt there should be at least one access for those people living in South Wonga, some
suggesting old Redbacks site and the Wonga Beach Users Group suggested three other access points, these bein
the Marlin Drive Public Path Access Point; JaBlralet Access Point and Wonga Beach Caravan Park Access Point.
Thereason for requesting more access points than the one proposed includeéxhrattraffic may annoy Giblin

Street residents, the parking area at Giblin Street beach access area i€iesufi accommodate many cars with
trailersand many thought that without more access points, unauthorised access points would be crelaitetu

would cause unnecessary environmental damage

The draft policy stipulates a maximum speed limit at any tifhh20km/h. Some think this is too high,&those
objecting to the policyelt if it went ahead, the speed limit should be limited to walking pa&&m/h.

The draft policy does not require vehicles to be registered for road use other than if driving mathtget tothe
accesgoint. Some felt vehicles should be road registered, clearly displaying registration plates. This, they say, woul
ensure roadworthiness and compulsory third party insurance coverage.
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All sides agreed vehicles should displaydemtification sticker, although those objecting, said if it was to go ahead,
then two stickerst one either side of the vehicle should be on display. In addition, one submitter thought permit
holders should be issued with photo ID similar to the ferryspasd that vehicles should display a flag on an aerial
which would aid in identifying non complying vehicles from a distaflee.Local Marine Advisory CommittgMAC)
recommended vehicles be required to display an identification number of similar diaretwsivehicle registration
plates in a position visible to other beach users.

Certainly the ability to easily identify ngrermit holders from a distance would be welcomageveryone

Some people felt it was unfair that all Shire residents could notyafgpla permit. One Shire resident who said

driving vehicles on a beach was a rewarding activity, but increasingly difficult to pursue, felt it was not fair to exclude
other Shire residents. The writer acknowledged the purpose of restricting permits tg&Beach residents may be

a means of limiting numbers and if that was the case, he suggested a ballot system should be adopted allowing all
Shire residents the opportunity to apply for a permit.

One person felNewell Beach, Cooya and Port Douglas mustllzeated a beach for vehicle access. They said
failure to do so is discriminatory v ( o SaBsonte thme it will be challengedi _

The LMAC proposed a solution in that if DSC did approve Limited Recreational Use of vehicles at Wonga Beach, th
it is made clear that this is an exception based on historical use. They suggested this would minimise the potential
for communities on other beaches to lobby for similar.

One of the Conditionis the policyisthat 00 % @Eu]d Z}o Ee* up-eSerBeAThis was jiclu@efetoo ]
*U% %} ES §Z 23 8 '}A Evu vE[e «SE 3 PC 3M}Apm@Eventyo@ngEhitdrenfroph riding onv
the beach without an adulMany of those objecting agreedsiith this, as did some supporters, however several
peopleraised oncerns with this stipulatiorMany submitters were aged 16 or under and therefore would not be
able to apply for a permit. If it was to be adopted as is, there would be a number of disappointed children in the
community.

The draft policystipulates that o wheeled vehicles such as trail bikes will be considered for approvaiome
members of the community, generally those who own a bike, want motor bikes and/or trail bikes to be included in
the limited recreational use permit systen@thers,who supported the policy, did so on the basis motor biked an
trail bikes would be exclude@he Local Marine Advisory Committee (LMAC) recommended that 4WD cars be
included in types of vehicles not considered for approval unless being used thlbaats.

Several people raised the issue of the number of vehicles. The LMAC noted there was no information on the numbe
of vehicles estimated to be given approval, or what volume of vehicles can satisfy and sustain the provisions stated
in the policy.Theyrecommended the number of approvals be limited to ensure vehicle volumes are compatible with
the aims stated under the Provisions heading of the policy for sustainability, safety and peaceful enjoyment.

The ability to police the activity was a key concern, from people on both sides of the issue. Objectors felt many
people would disobey or disregapioposed regulationssupporters felt it would be the very fewho did the wrong
thing which couldieopardiz the activity for all. There was common ground in that both sides recommended a local
committee be formedo act asaninterface between all interested partiescluding ©uncil, Queensland Police and
other government departments in regards to any issaebreaches which may arise.

Thisreport will be reviewed by the Local Laws team who @iiminewhether the Policy and/or Conditions, can be
amended to alleviate any concerns raised and/or better meetakgectations of the communityhe feedbackvill
be workshopped with Councillorgho will discuss the consultatiofindings consider responses proposed and
provide direction to the local lawteam as to what the final Policy should look lilllowing the workshophie
Vehicles on Beach Generalliep will be amendeds per feedback provided by Councillarelwhen finalised, will
be presented at a full Council meeting for consideration.
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SECTION ONE

Introduction

At its Ordinary Meeting on 28 August 2018, Douglas Shire Council retmlpprovea draft Vehicles on Beaches
General Policy to be released for community consultatRlease refer téA\ppendix Onéor a copy of the Draft

policy.

Theintent of the plicyis to outline the circumstancaa whichCouncil may approvenotor vehiclesdrivingonto
beachedn the shire.tZ]o+8 §Z & (8 W}o] C %o %o0] » SZE}uPZ}ps 82 "~Z]E U SZ &E
Wonga Beach to apply for approval to operate vehicles for limited recreatisealn the area of beach nantof the

Giblin Street access.

To ensurall Wonga Beachesidents were aware of the opportunity to view the draft policy and provide feedback,
letters were delivered t@ll 500 household# the beach communitya poster and handouts were available la¢ t
Wonga Beach Servo and altis appeared in the local median Facebook andn }pv Jo[s A ]38 X

Council received 85 submissions, representing 187 people, 162 of who lived in Wonga Beach in 85 different
households. This report provides an analysitheffeedback and includes all comments which have been di
identified.

Structure of Report

Section Tw quantifies thelevel of support/objectiorreceived in submissionStatistics are providedn all
submissiongas well abreaking down data foust Wonga Beach residentahere it provides the proportion of
support / objection bythe number of householdas well aghe number of individuals.

Section Thre covers the main views expressed either side of the debateroviding a summary of the reasons
behind sentiments.

Section Fououtlines feedback specifically related to th@rding of the Policy and in particular, the proposed
Conditions A table is provided indicatirmgreement or not with each dahe Conditions proposed.

The latter part of the report containthe content fromall submissions. They have been grouped according to
whether or not they support the policfNo comments have been attributed to any individuals. The only exception is
with submission$rom organisations and community groups. With their permission, these have been published
puv €& S$Z }EP v]e §]}v[e vv EX
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SECTION TWO

Overall OpinionThe Stats

Counting eachsubmissioras one, there were 3lobjections to the proposal to issuepnits for ATVs at Wonga
Beach and®9 in supportof the concept There werahree neutral submissions which providedcamment without
specifying whether or not they supported the policy

The number Ot signaturesgne € signatures, the 85

submissionsepresentedthe views ofl87 people.

Looking at thg
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Looking at just those living in Wongedgh
there were 16%eople who lodged

submissionswith almost 80% in support g
permitting ATVs on the beach.

Those 162 people live in 85 different
householdof which almost three quarters
support the policy overall.

B Bople who submittebmments represent
around 16 6°/®f the communlly Looklng at the total populat|0r12 6% support the dizy,4.2% object an@3% did
not lodge a submission with Council.

12016 Census
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SECTION REE
MainReasons Why Bple want to ride their ATV on WdBgach

The overridingsentiment is that people enjoy riding their quads on the beach

Wonga Beach is one of the longssetches of sandy beach in the Shinedis avalued resource fothe community

who enjoya variety of recreational pursuits including fishing, crabbing, prawning, riding horses, exploring, walking
dogs, joggingpird watchinghaving a beach firgyracticing archeryhuilding cubbiesnd, riding motorbikes and

ATVs.

Many of those who suppotthe Vehicle on Beaches policy believe tengraphy and settlement of Wonga Beach
makes it an ideal location fahe use of ATVand all find it a rewarding recreational activityis an activity enjoyed
by the young and the oldndthe in between. It is enjoyed by currergsidents and visitoratho come to stay at
Wonga Beach either at the caravan park or in a holiday home.

’Some of us kids use Wonga beach as a mode of transport. Either to get to friends' houses whemtsuagare
busy or even to haircuts if they can't make it home from work in time. irfieeh safer ridingn the beach with a
helmet and protective gearather than havingo ride my push bike along the highway to get to these places.

My immediate familyand grandchildren, aged 8,and 9, live in a fast paced lifestyle in Cairns and most areas are
locked out for quad/beach activities. | enjoy the fact that this is one of the last freedoms we have to enjoy the beach
with fishing or a fun run or for clearpueasons with my grandchildren along for tige where and when possible.

‘Many local families whbave been visiting us at Wonga beach for many years also enjoy the use of quads to go
fishing/crabbing on the beach. They are guestRinhacle Villagebut not necessarily residents of Wonga. These
activities form a major attraction fdPinnacle Villagand we would strongly urge this to be able to contibu

Me bought a quad bike this year which is very exciting. We love to go for rides and weggwayth. We go with
otz & (E]ve v SZ]E& (u]o] «X_

Comments in fulfrom those who support the Policy in principate shown imAppendix Two
Main Reasons Why People Do Not Want Vehicles on Wonga Beac

Thefour most commorreasondor not supporting limited recreational use of ATVs on Wonga Beach are:

1. ATVs will have a detrimental impact on the natural environment, including degradation of sand siemes,
grasses anthterference with native ad migrating birds;

2. Policing of the permit systemill be difficult(if notimpossiblg and expensiveopening up the door for
unauthorized vehicles on the beach;

3. Ratepayersould be liable for damage or injuriescurringfrom the vehicles.

4. ATVs are noisy andtrusive and will affect the quiet enjoymeof the beach by residents and visitors.

Each of thesés explored in further detail below.

Environmental Damage

One of the key concerns for those against the introduction of the Draft Vehicles on Beaches General Policy is the
potential damage to the atural environment.

The Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committee (LMAC), a forum established for local communities to discuss issue
related to the management of the Great Barrier Reed its catchmentprovided a submission which is included in
full AppendixSix
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In its submission, based on the current manner in which recreational use has occurred, the LMAC believes limited
recreational usets incompatible with protecting the natural values and wildlife of the regiwhposes an
unacceptable risk to the environment and public sa¥ety

Wildlife Queensland Townsville Branch Inawhich althoughased outsidéhe Douglas Shire, is @nganisation
with a long history of trying tprotect wildlife and natural habitatfoped Council wouldonsiderits views.The
JEP v]e §]}v[e (no0 +p ufAppendpSevEitMidife Preservation Society of Queensland

At Z A« Edioemnsaboutallowingvehicleaccess tyetanother stretch of almostristine beach along our
coast. Suchaccessasthe potential to cause negative impacts on the contours, vegetation and stability of both
beachand dun& XX v }v AJo o]( v Alo o]( Z 18 8X_

Damage to the Sand Dunes
People were concerned about the detrimental impact on the sand dunes which sonsaeady occurring with
the current level of traffic.

Supplied with one submission was a link to a technical paper prepared by the Dune Restoration Trust of New Zeala
entitled Effects of Vehicles on Sand Dures shown in full id\ppendix Fiveus Jv E&] (U « C* SZ E [ ]
body of literature on the subject and the debate largely focusses on how to manage vehicle use and/or carrying
capacity of particular sitesthere appears to be no argument that vehicles do not have an adverse iropact

natural beach systems.

Impact on Birdlife
People were concerned about the impact vehicles would have on birds and a significant amount of information was
supplied by one resident, which was referred to by others who shared these concerns.

The infornation saidWonga Beach is an ideal habitat Bowide variety of birdlife, including three speciested as
either vulnerable or endangered by the Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

f The Beach Stone CurlgWulnerablg at least tvo breading pairs on Wonga Beaghone towards the mouth
of the Daintree River and the other onshore from Bell's Reef.

f The Eastern CurlefCritically Endangerédeen near the mouth of the Daintree River feeding for the long
migration to breeding areas the Northern Hemisphere.

f The Greater Sand Plovgfulnerable] which uses Wonga Beaxcfeeding area for the long migration to Asia

According to submitters, while thesbree species feed in the intertidal zongaking thenparticularly vulnerable to
vehicle traffic, dlnative birds at Wonga Beach would misceptible tampacts fromvehicles Shorebirds gulls, terns
and skimmerdivingon the beach anéh the duneswould be impacted andhie Orange Footed Scrub fowl nests
would bedestroyed in the foeshore forest. Waterfowl near the mouth of the Daintree River dse susceptibleand
other shorebirds mentioned by others included the Redpped dotterel and Wmbrel.

Quads Destroy Sea Grass

Some believe that ATs impact on sea grasses wh&eachStone Curlew nest Others believasea grassegrotect

the dunes from erosion? < 1 s impact on sea grasses covering front duisterms and run off in early 2018 eroded
now vulnerable beach dunes.

Impact on Beach Ambience

Some are concerned about howetPolicy wiltesidents and tourists who visit thikeeach daily to enjoy the
ambiencethe beach, sea and sapgong with the birdlife and various types of vegetati@ne resident wrote
aboutbeing traumatised by vehicles, bikes anehds.Others felt they weranoisy and intrusive even when driving at
the proposed 20 km/h speed limit.
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Some purchased properties to enjoy thegezeandtranquillity } ( $Z Z A]simpkezatterns on the sand,
the silence except for the waves and thelifeg of being alon&which would disappear if the Policy came into effect.

‘As a resident of Wonga beach and a regular user of the beach for recreational purposes, my quiet enjoyment has
quite often been shattered by the not so quiet enjoyment of thpge<pu ¢ v SE ]Jo ]I X _

One respondent said that most quad bikes are exhaust baffled and felt they were not an issue in transiting past the
E Av W EIl § -+0}AUtsthe pmebuilt Xwheelers with short exhausts that are deemeg anis
at odds with the communitk _ dZ AE]3 & suPP «§ §Z E }uo v E }v EZ

Policing

The ability to police the activity was a key concern, from people on both sides of the issue. Objectors felt many
people would disobey or disregapidoposed regulationssupporters felt it would be the very fewho did the wrong
thing which couldeopardiz the activity for all.

There are a number of factors which make policing challenging, not the least being tivitlydocreases on the
weekend andutside normal office hours. One of the concerns raised is that it would be expdogiecethe
policy andhence, would use upcarceCouncilresources which could be diverted to higher priority activities.

Committee
There was common ground in that both sides recommended a committee be formed.

Those who object to the policy, wrote thatcammittee must be formedo act as interface between all interested
parties.They proposed thisommitteewould meet regularly and review the impact of vehicles, compliance etc. If
there is continued nortompliance with the rules, theommittee can recommend that gbermits be cancelled and
vehicles banned completely. This is incenfimecomplying vehicles to ensure that others are also complying.

TheWonga Beach Users Group also suggested the formation of a local committeedo\saifi and liaise with
council, Queensland Police and other government departments in regards to any issues or bvdschesay arise
from residents within Wonga Beach.

Other

One person said that thieeach between high and low tide from Giblin to Daintree river mouth must be declared a
road so that Polie can patrol and enforce Stataw. d Z]« A « «uPP <3 }v $§Zouncilhasgregiosly
shown an unwillingness tenforce any law under their jurisdiction

The same person saidation activated cameras must be used to determine the number of vehicles with/without a
permit, amount of trespass south of Giblin and adherence to road rulesldte.same person saftowncil must

employ rangers to monitor vehicle movement to ensure it is within the tide zone and does not impact shorebirds,
wildlife, flora, dune structure and pedestrian safety.

Opens the Door for N&®ermitted Vehicles

Some people felt thatat allow somepeople access to the beach driving quad bikes under pemmitd openthe

door open forother, non-permitted persons to risk doing the sanihey said givengople are aware Council does
not have the resources tlully enforce the rulingand believe the gk of being caught is low. They belieyan
permitted quad bike beachisers would simply maintain enough distance from other beach users to avoid being
identified as unlicensed.
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Liability
Several people are concerned thatepayers could be liable for damage or injuries that may occur from the
vehicles.

Other Reasons

It is lllegal
A few people said that except for emergency vehicles, the Policy allowing vehicles to be drivemortitedeach
and on the foreshorésillegal under Duglas Shire CouncBtate, Federal and Environmental law.

No Consultation
One submitter said thaCouncil never asked residenthethervehicles wantear notbefore embarking on this
path.

Safety
One person warned thatupd bikes are ndioys « C ] ileytare quite dangerous vehicles. We have an accident
waiting to happenX _

Rubbish

One person said thatibbish that is known to be generated from this type of access

All comments in full from thoseho object to the Policy are shown Appendix Three
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SECTION FOUR

Feedback on the Proposed Conditions

While many supported the overall concept of havinignited Recreational Use permits for residents of Wonga Beach
not all agreed with the propose@onditions and put forward change¥hose who objected to ATVs on the beach,

also forwarekd suggested changes to propos€dnditions, in the event Council decided to proceed down the path
of allowing ATVs on the beachhe table below summarises feedback for each Condition contained iDrtfe

Proposed Condition | Feedback
The vehicle is not to be driven above the high tide mark, except
. Agreement
when travelling to and from the beach.
Under no circumstances is the vehicle to be driven on or over frg
Agreement

dunes or foreshore area®hdesignated as access points.

Vehicles must not be driven by persons under the influence of
intoxicating liquor or drugs. The QLD Police Service will be notifi Agreement
where an authorised officer reasonably believes thiscisurring.

Vehicles are to be driven only in the area specified on the approy No consensus
The maximum speed limit at any time is &0k. No consensus
Only the vehicle nominated on the approval is to be driven on thg

Agreement
beach.
Vehicles must give way at all times to pedestrians aitdiife. Agreement
Approval holders will be issued an approval identification sticker Agreement
which must be visilel on the vehicle at all times. g
Approval holders must only access the beach atdbsignated
access points. Vehicles that cannot be registered and legally dri

Agreement

on a road must be transported by utility or trailer the designated
access point.

Approval holders operating quad bikes or slileside vehicles must
wear an aproved motorbike helmet and not carry a passenger No consensus
unless on a seat designated for thatrpose.

Approval holders must at all times carry their drigdicence when
conducting the activity and provide to authorised officer, on Noconsensus
request.

Where therewas no consensus, the reasons behind people different opinion is expanded on below.

Area Specified amiccess Point

The draft policy permitsirhited recreational use on the area of beach north of the Giblin Street access at Wonga
Beach.

Several people thought this too restrictive, particularly those in Wonba lived south of Giblin Street It would

mean instead of accessing the beach directly, and puttering up the beach to the northern end, they would need t
either get road registration, or trailer their vehicle @iblin StreetIn general, ATV owneffelt there should beat

least one acess for those people living in South Wonga, some suggestingld Redbacks sitand the Wonga
Beach Users Grpusuggestedhree other access points, these being the Marlin Drive Public Path Access Point;
Janbal Street Access Point and Wonga Beach GaRar& Access Point.
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A few made the point that extra traffic may annoy Giblin Street residents, and one pointed out that the parking area
at Giblin Street beach access area is insufficient to accommodate many cars with trailers.

An objector to ATVs on tHeeach said if the policy does go ahead, there shoulgifieone access point, as they felt
this was the only way to control vehicles

Maximungpeed limit

The draft policy stipulatea maximum speed limit at any timef 20km/h. Some think this is todigh, andthose
objecting to the policy, felt if it went aheathe speed limitshould be limited to walking pasebkm/h. Some users
were in agreement with the 20 kilometreep hour. Other users felt 40km/hour would beore realistic, and could
evenbe hicher further north along the beach.

Registration and insurance

The draft policy does not require vehiclestie registered for road usether than if driving on the road to thaccess
point. Some felt vehicles should Ibead registered, clearly displaying registration plafBsis, they say, would
ensureroadworthiness an@ompulsory third party insurance coverage.

Insurance additional to Compulsory Third Paigyalso needed to indemnify ratepayers for environmentahege,
bodily injury, salvage etcThis is currently not included as a Condition in the draft Policy.

Display ofdentification sticker

All sides agreed vehicles should display an identification sticker, altremrgh ofthose objecting, said if it was g
ahead, then two stickers one either side of the vehicle should be on displayaddition, one submitter thought
permit holders should be issued wigihoto ID similar tdhe ferry passand thatvehiclesshoulddisplay a flag on an
aerial[as appliesd vehicles using public adways in the Simpson Desertjhich would aid indentifying non
complying vehicles from a distance.

Certainly the ability to easily identify ngrermit holders from a distance would be welcomed.

The LMAC recommended vehiclesrbquired to display an identification number of similar dimension to vehicle
registration plates in a position visible to other beach users.

Unfair to other Shire Residents

Somepeople feltit was unfair that alBhire residentsould not apply for a penit. OneShireresident who said

driving vehicles on a beach was a rewarding activity, but increasingly difficult to pursue, felt it was not fair to exclude
other Shire residentsdZ C « (E] crda&ing special elitism privileges for a select few residents of Wonga
Beach v thetre aremany responsible 4WD and Quad owners throughout the Douglas shire who would like
to enjoy the freedom of driving responsibly on Wonga beach for the pugfosereational pursuitX = dZ AE]$ ¢
acknowledged the purpose ofstricting permits to Wonga Beach residents may be a means of limiting numbers and
if that was the case, he suggested a ballot system should be adopted allowing all Shire residenp®theitp to

apply for a permit.

One objector wrote that if the policy goes ahead, tidawell Beach, Cooya and Port Douglas must be allocated a
beach for vehicle access.Z C < fgilurk to do so is discriminatory v ( o Sasonte tme it will be

challenged. dZ E A & v} epg u]ee]}ve (E}u E ¢] v3e (E}u VvC }( 8Z « S8ZE c
permit system be introduced for their beach.

If the policy was adoptedhe LMAGuggested it should benade clear that this is an exceptiondeal on historical
use. Theyelt this would minimise the potential for communities on other beaches to lobby &milarpermit
system
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One of the Conditions is thépprovalZ}o @&« ups3 3§ 00 SJues EEC SZ |JE E]A E[* 0]
activity and provide to an authorised officer, on request

DvC }( 8z} }i S]JvP P& A13Z 8z }v ]8]}v 8Z & % Eu]3 ,A}did€EmesZ}po
suppoters, howeverseveralpeopleraised concerns with this stipulation.

Many submitters were aged 16 or under and therefore would not be able to apply for a pHrinitas to be
adopted as is, there would be a number of disappointed children in the contynuni

dZ E E ]JE& pues v « Az E Hode v\Qrie WoBga BeadhresEgnt is blind add owns an
ATV which is driven bgmily members, friends and carers who take her for rides when visiting. None of these
peoplelive inWongaBedc v 3Z @& ] v3 } « v}s Z A E hA C@nphtiajemairsds «} ]( 3

% E}%}e U Z Al}po /£ op HYEB}D AZvP SJMEHBALXEDs o] v _ «Z AE}$ "]
independence and choices significantly, which is hardgmowithout it now being used to create further

unnecessary barriers to enjoyable activikktsv}szZz & vv}s P § E]A E[+ o] ve (JE U ] o
do not hold a driver's license due to medical reasons and | will not be able to @¢aiwith this new policy, will |

be allowed to obtain a permit? Is there another way a permit can be obtained without a driver's license?

Permits for other vehidgpes
The draft policy stipulates thato wheeled vehicles such as trail bikes will netdmnsidered for approval

Some members of the community, generally those who own a bike, want motor bikes and/or trail bikes to be
included in the limited recreational use permit system.

Many who supported the policy, did so on the basis motor bikekteail bikes would be excluded, while not
specified, it is assumed those against ATVs on the beach would also be against motor bikes and trail bikes.

The local Marine Advisory CommittdeMACYecommended that 4WD cars be included in types of vehiobes
considered for approval unless being used to launch boats.

One submitter felt the definitiomf vehiclecontained in the policy needed to be clearer.

PermitFee
The Draft Policy does nepecify whether or not there would be a fettached to the permit, either an application
fee, and/or ongoing annual renewal fee, and as such, there was no feedback on this aspect.

One of those objecting did howeviesuggest there should befae charged in order to dequately cover the cost of
administrating the permit systenThey suggestefi100 per monthwould not beunreasonable when compared to
Desert Parks Pass etc.

Limit to Number of Permits

Several people raised the issue of the number of vehidles.LMAQ@oted there was no information on the number
of vehicles estimated to be given approval, or what volume of vehicles can satisfy and sustabvibieps stated

in the policy. The organisatiorcommended the number of approvals be limited to ensure vehiolumes are
compatible with the aims stated under the Provisions heading of the policy for sustainability, safety and peaceful
enjoyment.

Anotherrespondent I 2« §Z }puv ]Jo « $ u AJupu vpu E-< }( A Z] o 0] ve oM _
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Definition of VVehicles

One sibmission noted thatZ pe }( 3Z & GEue "A Z] o _ arenieréadyed titdughout the
document (and in the associated Schedule@®only $Z A}E& ~A Z] o _ ] (]Jv ]v 8Z W}o] C
includes noAmotorised vehicles as pARANSPORT OPERATIONS (ROAD USE MANAGEMENT]TAKIRUM95

Act).

The submission advised thatlife intent of the Policywvas 8} }VOoC % %0C 3)ed uA WA Z]

f 8z (1vl8]}v «Z}puo 0 E E v }ve]led v3 A]SZ }8Z & (]v]8]Ive }(’
dictionary and TORUM Act;

f the terminology should be more consistent throughout the Policy;

f do Segways and other personal mobility devieces S $Z (1vl81}v }( "u}s}E]e A Z] o _

f the impact of noamotorised vehicles such as wind powered vehicles (e.g. kite buggy) on the environment,
amenity and particularly public safety needs to be considered.

Alternatively, f the Policy isto appo0 C 3} 00 “A Z] o «_ « (]Jv il chdutlb Bicyclgd) IEtHisvs ]S
correct, should pedal powered bicycles be exempted from the Policy and Section 2 of Subordinate Local Law No.1
Schedule 26 (under Section 2? Any other excluded/exethpttivities).

Compliance Regime

The compliance regimi® be implementedf Limited RecreationdlsePermitswere issued did not form part of the
community engagement. A group of people did however, provide an outline of what they consideredh® be t
minimumnecessary to ensure Douglas Shire Council ratepayenes not at risk by being forced to pay substantial

court awarded damages for breach of duty by the Council in the event of a fatality, injury or major property damage
caused by a vehicle(sh@ public area at Wonga Beadimplementingthese measureghey said would also reduce

the chances of Councillors and Senior Executives being cited for negligence.

f Maintaining a current register of vehicles and undertake annual safety checks

f Ensuring @Gmpulsory Third Party (CTPoperty insurance and public liability insurance for alhicles is valid
and up to date

f Issue and reew permits to access the beach

Ensure driver's licences for those operating vehicles on public areas alldimes curent and valid

Carry out frequent and random on the beach compliance enforcerrmveringholidays and after hours. This

would also require the purchase, of &TVenabling the Douglas Shire Coumaithorisedofficers to regularly

patrol the approximately 7 km of beach afateshore proposed for vehicles

f Liaise and assist with Police on alcohol and drug testing (a major issue), enswwenmalging vehicles using

roads to access public areas have conditioaglstration, including CTP insurance, under Queensland

Transportation Regulations, assist when the inevitable accident causing death or serious injury occurs

Make executive time available to defend charges of negligemd defend claims for damages

Liase with the Department of Transportation to maintain a register of-nomplying vehicles accessing public

areas which are issued conditially.

Install and maintain a considerabt@mberof newsigns for the whole 10 km of Wonga Beach.

Monitor the healthof the vital sand dunes and undertakemedial repairs when necessary.

Monitor the health of the foreshore forest and take remedial actigmen required.

Monitor the status of all wildlife particularly birds during their breeding sea3bis may requirelasing the

beach to vehicular traffic.

Prosecute serious offenders including impounding vehicles and defending such action in court if necessary.

f Make executive time available to assist insurance companies either as defendant or plaintiff

~ ~h

~N ~—h

~h ~h —~h —h
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CommunitfConsultation

The Wonga Beach Users Group and one other submitter requested a public meeting with Council before any
decisions are finalised.

The Local Marine Advisory Group would welcome the opportunity to meet with DSC to discuss any elements of thei
submission.

Process Going Forward

The previous section is a just a snapshot of the feedback receinddt is worth spending the time to read through
all submissions which are contained in the Appendices.

Based on submissions, the Local Laws tearastigatewhether the Draft Policy can be amended to alleviate any
concerns raised and/or better meet the expectations of the community.

This report, along with subsequent research done by the Local Laws wetime workshopped with Councillonsho
will discuss the consultatidiindingsand provide direction to the local laws team as to what the final Policy should
look like. Following the workshop, the Vehicles on Beach General Policy will be anasnoedfeedback provided

by Councillorandwhen finalised, will be presented at a full Council meeting for consideration.
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Appendix OnéDraft Policy Vehicles on Beach Policy

DOUGLAS E4Yh

VEHICLES ON BEACHESNERAL POLICY

Intent
: To outline the circumstances in which it may be necessary or reasonable to issue an approval unde

Subordinate Local Law 1 (Administration) for the bringing or driving of motor vehicles onto beaches or beac!
related areas.

To preserve a high standardl safety and enjoyment of persons using beaches in the Douglas Shire.

Scope
This policy is applicable to all beaches and beach related areas within the Douglas Shire.

Reference
Local Law No. 1 (Administration) 2011
Subordinate Local Law No.tBchedule26

Provisions

X Douglas Shire Council recognises that the driving of vehicles on beaches is a popular activity for peop
wanting to conduct activities such as beach clean ups, launch boats and access remote fishing areas.

X Douglas Shire Council is committey ensuring that resources are sustainably managed so that the lifestyle of
the community and the environment are preserved.

X Motor vehicle use on beaches or beach related areas should not interfere with pedestrian traffic, the conduct
of business, th@eaceful enjoyment of private property or contribute to a lack of safety.

Definitions

Vehicle:As defined in the Transport Operations (Road Use Manager¥ghicle Standards and Safety) Regulation
2010

Obtaining an Approval

Application for an approval consistent with the provisions of this policy and uddeordinate Local Law 1, Schedule
25 t Bringing or driving motor vehicles onto local government controlled ameest be made on the approved form,
and be accompanied by panent of the required fee. Application for an approval will only be accepted in person and
each applicant may only apply for a permit for himself/herself.

Criteria for assessing an application, may include, but not be limited to:

Special Approval

f An appoval may be issued to the holder of a Disabled Parking Permit.

f Only the vehicle nominated on the approval is to be driven on the beach. A full description of the vehicle
including a colour photograph, must be submitted for approval.

f Details of the ownenpf the vehicle are to be provided as part of the application, if the holder of the Disabled
Parking Permit is a passenger in the vehicle.
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Event or Other Approval

f Approvals will be considered as ancillary to any other approval that may be consideredlLoudéiaw or
other legislation e.g. Iron Man, Great Barrier Reef Marathon. No further approval will be required.

f This includes, but may not be limited to, beacleanup activities conducted by an approved entity e.g.
Tangaroa Blue

Emergency Services, Dpas Shire Council or contractors conducting works on behalf of Council

f Emergency service vehicles, Douglas Shire Council vehicles or equipment, or contractor vehicles or equipme
working on behalf of Council will not require an additional approval.

Limited Recreational Us¢Wonga Beach

f Limited recreational use will only be permitted on the area of beach north of the Giblin Street access a
Wonga Beach.

f Only residents of Wonga Beach will be eligible for an approval. Proof must be provided by pragucing
% E}A]+]}v o }E (poo E]A E [ pdurrent resitigmdiad Zddre%s Beadly wsible.

f Only the vehicle nhominated on the approval is to be driven on the beach. A full description of the vehicle
including a colour photograph, must kabmitted for approval.

f Two (2) wheeled vehicles such as trail bikes, will not be considered for approval.

Conditions

f The vehicle is not to be driven above the high tide mark, except when travelling to and from the beach.

f Under no circumstances is thvehicle to be driven on or over frontal dunes or foreshore areas not designated
as access points.

f Vehicles must not be driven by persons under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs. The QLD Police
Service will be notified where an authorised officeasonably believes this is occurring.

f Vehicles are to be driven only in the area specified on the approval.

f The maximum speed limit at any time is 20kph.

f Only the vehicle nominated on the approval is to be driven on the beach.

f Vehicles must give way all times to pedestrians and wildlife.

f Approval holders will be issued an approval identification sticker which must be visible on the vehicle at all
times.

f Approval holders must only access the beacthatdesignated access pointgehicles that cannot be
registered and legally driven on a road must be transported by utility or trailer to the designated access point.

f Approval holders operating quad bikes or slieside vehicles must wear an approved motorbike helmet and
not carry apassenger unless on a seat designated for that purpose.

f Approval holders must at all times carry their drigdicence when conducting the activity and provide to an
authorised officer, on request.

This policy is to remain in force until otherwise deteéned by Council.
Manager Responsible for Review: Manager Sustainable Communities
ADOPTED:

DUE FOR REVISION:
REVOKED/SUPERSEDED:
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Appendix TweSupport Draft Policy in Princig@&omments in Full

wio have spent their entire childhood growing up in
Wonga Beach, | would like to provide feedback on the draft policy for Vehicles on Beaches.

My comments are both general, and specific in relation to the provisions.
General Comments
Our dhily quality of life in Wonga Beach involves enjoying the beach in a multitude of ways.

A few years ago, we were regularly tubing, padabarding and swimming in the shallows out the front of Wonga
Beach, while the kids puttered around fishing and towéagh other on the tube in an inflatable boat. Not so many
years later, largely in part due to increased presence of crocodiles, our use and enjoyment of the coastal beach is
restricted to landbased pursuits. Fortunately, the geography and settlement ohiy¢dBeach lends itself perfectly

to this shared use and activity.

The beach is long, relatively remote, with large and wide tidal flats and lagoons particularly at low tide, a beautiful
vista north to the river mouth and east to Snapper Island, with a remolb public and private access points, by land
and by water, providing a valued resource for a variety of recreational pursuits including fishing, crabbing, prawning
riding horses, motorbikes and quads, exploring, walking dogs, jogging, having a beduhilling cubbies, and

generally enjoying the freedoms of living in a relatively remote beach community.

Vehicles like motorbikes and quads are simply the most evolutionarily efficient, effective and enjoyable tool kids anc
adults use to get to this lation, and to enjoy its freedoms, in the same way as horses and bamboo rafts once were.

The inevitable actions of a few clowns, combined with the-feangering of local vigilantes, sees the issue of shared
use of the beach arise every now and againodéple of years ago, a walhaired liaison meeting with the relevant
authorities verified community understanding of the local laws for shared use of Wonga Beach. As a result of the
meeting, adults and children continue to use and enjoy the beach ashpgmrefreshed understanding of what they
are permitted to do under the relevant local law.

Naturally, as our children grew older and more mature, we permitted them the freedom to extend their riding
activities from circles in the backyard to visiting loca% E]A 8 % E}% ES] « AZ E $Z C Z A §Z
and, over time, to the northern end of the beach. The mutual understanding of their privilege to use the area is that
they show respect for both the landowners and their fellow users.

If anythinghappens on their ride at the beach, they needed to come home and report any incidents to us so that we
Z A v HE § ] }( AZ §[« 8p 00oC P}]vP }vU v «} 8Z § A v E o Vv
growing teenagers, assume any 4s$ § @&]Jele }( % E®u]SS]vP $Z u 8§} E] U ]S ] v} } C
E *%}ve] ]0]13CX /[u puv E v} ope]}v 8Z §3Z C E v}S 0A Ce % E( 35 1]
of fellow users, wildlife and the environment, and | am alsky V&ppy for them to be enjoying a unique quality of

life.

The kids have been instructed to slow down, to ride away from, and to wave to people on the beach in
acknowledgment of each other, as they ride past, particularly in the vicinity of Pinnacle Vilkay have taken it

upon themselves to collect marine debris, and to rescue injured wildlife, and help stranded visitors in their
adventures, as the occasion arises. Every day is a new adventure, and this is why we love living in Wonga Beach.

| believe hat the continued shared use and enjoyment of Wonga Beach is as viable and environmentally and sociall
sustainable option as it has ever been. The alternatives of bored, isolated community and the heightened potential
of law breakingisnotatallanattr$]A }v X / o] A 8Z 3 uC ( u]JoC[e <p 0]3C }( o]( A}y
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motivator to leave the area.

Specifically,

() I believe the daft proposal is restrictive and unrealistic to the extent that it prohibits the vast majority of current
users from being able to access and therefore enjoy the northern end of Wonga Beach. Provisions in the draft
proposal may provide for licensed localghwfour wheel vehicles to use the northern end of Wonga Beach for
recreational pursuits, but denies the same ease of access to any resident on the southern side to access the beach
my view is that the access area be extended further south, to the dddopack for example, so that in reality, most

new Wonga residents can get to the beach safely without having to put their quad on a trailer and take it over to the
other side an arduous task that defeats the purpose of the activity. In reality, shouddbtthe only access point, |

Z}v *30C }Vv[8 8Z]vl 8Z & & ] v+ Aloo 31 VvC v}3] }( 3Z % E}%}e oX

(ii) The strip to north of Giblin could be a 20 km or a 40 km speed limit area (40 km is the safe limit for scheol areas
surely that is a standard safetor this proposal too) while further north, a higher and more realistic speed limit
should applythis was the understanding of speed limits to date. By all accounts the proposed speed limit of 20

~

km/hr is completely unrealistic, and again, | honestly ign3zZ]vl §Z 8§ & ] vse AJoo 3§ 1 VvGC v}§]
(iil) We need a clearer definition of the access poinactly where are they?

(iv) Why the arbitrary distinction between quads and motorbikes? With these rules, what would the actual
difference between the two types of vehicle mean?

While the Council proposes that their intention is to facilitate shared use that respects environmental, economic anc
social sustainability values, | believe they are definitely lacking balance in their considefadiur local community
rights.

In conclusion, my family lives in Wonga Beach because we consider it to be a unique location in which, as a family,
(perhaps not so much as a community) we are able to offer a freedom and an environment in which tg find jo
simple, meaningful experiences of growing egploring, independence, adventure, respect for each other, and for
the environment.

t *SE]JA 3§} 8§ Z }IME Z]Jo E v E} E *% 35 v A oyp Z }$§Z E[» E]PZS &} |
environment.

As a parent, and on behalf of my children, we are deeply appreciative of the opportunity to enjoy our environment
respectfully. Our shared use of the beach at Wonga is not just one reason why we live here. It is at the very core of
why we do live bre.

of thepfoposed rules & regulations with the useAdi\s on
Wonga Beach. We have lived at Wonga Beach for the past 7 years & go down the beach quite regrdadmt
times there have been a handful igfiots whohave no respect for our beach or other people who enjoy this
beautiful place whether being residents of Wonga or people on holiddysse people have absolutely no respect
for rules,regulations or laws so the implementing of permits & registration wawgldsolve the problem we have.

Everybodywho respectfully uses the beactvhether on anATVor aUTV (Utility Terrain Vehicle), aatways are
travelling at a safe slow speed & are always mindful of people walking on the beach.

The handful of residentsho are completely against the use of Quad2Jdi\s on the beach obviously have no idea
of how to go about finding a way to work out how everybody can continue to enjoy our beach togetkaying

that all of uswho do the right thing would be more than happy to work with council & local police to obtain video
footage of any wrong doing by this handfulidiots wrecking it for the vast majority of Wonga residents.
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b have Béen brought up on this beach and
as I've got older been able to do the same as everyone else and ride motorbikes on it. | recently purchased my first
motorbike to ride in the northern end of the beach. My dad also purchased a quad about angeathalf ago, so
that we didn't have to use the car to go to "the sticks" and the heads to go fishing, either with my friends, family or
myself. Which is what a lot of do with they're quad bikes. The reason | ride my motorbikes to get down there is
becaug | was attacked by a wild BOAR when | was 10 while riding my push bike through the south arm access.
Therefore, | feel much safer on a quad or motorbike.

The draft Council has come up with is ok, but it limits what we are able to do. Council has, itichtded people to
be able to use the facility they must have a licence must use the Giblin street access and only do 20 km/h.

| really want the licence idea to be gotten rid of as a lot of the people who ride up the beach are under the age of 16
| alsobelieve that having the only access point at Giblin Street is a waste of time as a lot of people that use the beac
access anywhere between the old pub block and Giblin street so any access points between these two locations
should be used.

| don't undersaind how it is ok for vehicle over 1 tonne is able to do 40 km/h around school students, where a lot of
people's lives depend on the people behind the wheel to be good on the breaks and all that. So why does it make it
ok for a vehicle a third of its size dbnly do 20 km/h on a beach where maybe 20 people max at any one time

walking on the beach. Aged from maybe A@years. Yet it's ok for a massive vehicle to do 40 km/h around children
under the age of 19. So, | think that 20 km/h is ok in some spotthikgap between Giblin street and the old pub

block then it should be 40 from Giblin street to pinnacle village caravan park and then whatever speed limit we like
from pinnacle to the heads,

Some of us kids use Wonga beach as a mode of transport. Eitget to friends' houses when our parents are busy

or even to haircuts if they can't make it home from work in time. | feel much safer riding my motor bikes on the
beach with a helmet and protective gear, to reach Wonga rather than have to ride my peshldrilg the highway

to get to these places. An example of this is whenever my mum is at work on weekends we are home alone and
bored, so we go for a ride with our friends in Wonga on our motorbikes, Or | ride to their house. Another example is
if my siste wants her friend in Wonga to come over | either go pick her up or her brother rides his quad over to our
house to drop her off. Another thing us kids use the beach for is as a boat ramp as we can't drive on the highway to
boat ramp either in Daintreerat rocky point. We also use it as it makes the journey much quicker and easier to get
either to Snapper Island or Bells Reef. | just don't think it's necessary for Council to ruin our mode of transport and
fun. But obviously Australia wants to end ugelikmerica where kids are overweight and stuck inside playing video
games. | want my life to continue being fun and don't want all my good fishing spots on the beach to be taken away
from me. It's not fair on the people that ride quads to be forced to de #tuff on the draft, just because one person
does something wrong. What are we om to do if we can't enjoy oselves riding our bikes on the beach??

onlthe conditional permits being recommended on the policy draft
referring o quad bikes on Wonga Beach. | am a single woman on a blind pension who is a resident and home owne
in Wonga Beach. From what | can understand of the conditions listed in the draft policy there appears to be quite
blatant discrimination for people likemyo(X ¢/ u o P ooC o]Jv U o EoCU / } v}sS Z}o
own a car and a quad bike. The reasons for this afellasvs:- | too like to be as independent as possible, like any
other adult,by owning my own vehicles, it means thatan have others use my vehicles to take me places and
access available activities without feeling like such@ém. So clearly, | hafamily members, friends and carers
whotake me for rides on my quad when they are visiting. With your proposed nies; lam not allowed to own a

<u v EJ]A v C *lulv o0+ 3Z & ]+ ]* EJu]v 8]}vX / E A C}uE 33 vi]}
Recreational Usé t} v P Z_ "KvoGC & ] vSe }( t}vP Z Aloo oJ]P] o (}& vV
provi C % E} pu JvP % E}A]*]}v o }E (poo E]JA E+ 0] v AlS8Z 8Z %o %0 0]

Ale] o X_ v _ }v ]8]}ve ~0 ¢35 pOO 8 %o}]VSe N %% E}A 0 ZFlicenEwhep3 3§ ¢
conducting the activity ando E}A] 3§} v u3Z}E]e }((] EU }v E <p *8X_/ v} 8Z &
% }]VS }v e * Vv %% E}A 0o u C ]Jeen S8} SZ Z}o & }( ]l o W EI]vP W
does not qualify for a disabled parking permitefénneeds to be less discriminatory policy in place that makes
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allowances for residents of Wonga Beach that do not hold a dgiVieence to still be allowed to enjoy the activities,
that the fully sighted and/or abkeodied do. Like any other responsiladult resident, | should be permitted to

apply for my quad approval with ID (not necessarily drg/Bcence) and then be allowed to have a licence driver of
my choosing drive me to my destination or enable me to enjoy activities on my own quad. Yiourgp@resent

excludes me, a Wonga Beach home owner and resident, from applying for approval for my quad. It seems that it is
only the people fortunate enough to have a current drigdicence are allowed to enjoy this right. Please note, | am
by nomeans suggesting that | would drive my quad myself along the beach, but | should have the right to have my
carer (who lives in Port Douglas) or my family or friends, none of who live in Wonga Beach, drive me on my quad
along the beach to enjoy the actie8 available like other residents. | also have concerns and object to all quads
having to enter the beach at one single point, being Giblin St. Japhai €hould also be an access point so as the
traffic is more practically disbursed. Otherwise resideit&iblin St and The Esplanade are having to deal with all
quad traffic which is going to entail cars and trailers as well. Common sense would be to divide traffic for a quieter
and more peaceful environment between two locations as Wonga is dividedlgady separate areas anyway.

Please give my objections and concerns due consideration and be a little more open minded about your approach t
the rules that are about to be implemented. So as to be fair and equitable to all residents and ensure ttatnaiu
discriminate against those less fortunate. Not having a dfiMazence impacts on my life, independence and choices
significantly, this is hard enough, without it now being used to create further unnecessary barriers to enjoyable
activities.

that people should hold permits for the vehicles. There should be more than one access point on to
the beach besides Giblin Stredbr example the old pub site for residents in new Wonga and also people living
south of Giblin Street in old Wonga?oWd not the residents of Giblin Street start complaining about people
bringing their vehicles on trailers which would mean more traffic in the Street?

with just a question about policing. As a resident of Wonga beach
and aregular user of it for recreational purposes my quiet enjoyment has quite often been shattered by the not so
guiet enjoyment of those on quads and trail bikes. Over the years | have indulged in discussions with these people
which generally not only failel reach a consensus but sometimes resulted in my roof being rocked. Qhltte
interests of not over stressing these motorised beachgderave been photographing them and calling the police.
This has had mixed success as by the time the poliogeathe beach is once more tranquil and the photos | took
are somewhat blurry, probably due to the my heightened sense of anxiety caused by a lack of understanding of the
necessity to take said photos by the subjects thereof. So I'll be very interestgubit policing arrangements you will
make, especially during the initial few weeks of the policy being implemented.

Jandalongerm resident, who also a parent of three schagled
children, who have spent their childhoggowing up in Wonga Beach, | would like to provide feedback on the draft
policy for Vehicles on Beaches.

Currently our family does not own a quad but we have in the past, and could in the future, | feel | need to make
comment as part of our community, amdth the future in sight, not just silencing the few fear mongevep most
probably will not be residents in the near future.

Over the past 10 years enjoying Wonga Beach and its shallows have been our recreational space, fishing, crabbing
boating, waddig, paddleboarding and swimming, however more recently our use and enjoyment is restricted due

to more crocodile activity, teamed with the fact our family are maturing we find ourselves using this space
differently, our use and enjoyment is restricted emttbased activities.

Children who attend the Wonga Beach School are taught from a very young age to be environmentally aware and
respectful of its diverse but precious qualities. While on the beach (north and southern areas) | am proud to have
seen Wong&each kids displaying this type of thoughtfulness plus being respectful of other beach users.
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environment and almost untouched wildness of nonthend of Wonga Beach. Our kids are of an age where they
frequently get invited to join other families or mates on quads to enjoy this space. On these occasions we allow our
kids to join these type of adventures as | feel their parents have set guidelkesxpectations re: using the beach.

/fTu o} A E 32 8§ « 1] «» PEYAU *}u "% peZ *}u }uv E] +_ v *}u }( 8Z -
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These kids always return home with a load of rubbish (their Reef Guardians from a young age), a feed of fresh fish
and great childhood memories to cherish forever.

Specific Poirgt of the Local Laws Draft.

| believe the draft is unrealistic and restrictivihie current users would mostly be prohibited to access. And if they
do they will not be adhering to the laws.

(i) Access: | agree that the recreational activities should mamhestricted to the northern end of the beach

however the proposed access point at Giblin Street is at the most northern end of the northern residential area and
there should be consideration for the southern side to access maybe at the undevelopeaf #reald pub site,

with the provision that on the beach south of Giblin Street access a lower speed limit (like 20km/hr) respecting the
area of population and use.

(ii) North of Giblin could be a 40 km speed limit area (since 40 km/hr is the safelap#ddr school areas insuring

our children are safe, therefore a good safety standard for this proposal) while further north, a higher and more
realistic speed limit should appthis was the understanding of speed limits to date. | believe the propsgedd
oJuld }( 11 IulZ®E ] pvE o0]*8] U/ }v[8 8Z]vl §8Z § pe €+ AlJoo 3| VvC v}3]

(iif) Why the distinction between quads and motorbikes? With these rules, what would the actual difference
between the two types of vehicle mean? Also, are you adiingsthe use of 4WD vehicles, tractors etc. to be
permitted too?

As previously mentioned over the years of debate, there are many other shires all over Australia that successfully
permit vehicular access on the beach and find a respectful balance supgpertvironment, economic and social
sustainability levels, | believe this proposal is not yet balanced.

t *SE]JA 3§} 8§ Z}IME Z]Jo E v E} E *% S5 v A oy Z }$§Z E[» E]PZS &} |
environment: the main reason Shaaad | decided to grow our family in this area.

Our idyllic paradise is picture perfect, but like any other village, is made up people from all walks of life. There will
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communitylives.

that4s_besaming very
difficult to pursue. Concerns regarding environmental impacts, public liability and litigation has resulted in
restrictions and closures throughout most QLresh

If DSC wishes to designate the Northern end of Wonga beach as a special use zone for authorised vehicles operati
to strict rules, a proposal that | support, then this activity should not be limited to the residents of Wonga beach, but
allowed for dl residents of Douglas Shire.
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As rate payers we should all be entitled to the same benefits and considerations that living in this great shire offers
and not be creating special elitism privileges for a select few residents of Wonga beach. There arespamsible

4WD and Quad owners throughout the Douglas shire that would like to enjoy the freedom of driving responsibly on
Wonga beach for the purpose of recreational pursuits.

As identified in the policy unregistered vehicles would need to be trailerdélde Giblin Street access point, this
consideration should be available to all Douglas shire residents. If someone is prepared to go to all the effort of
trailering their quads to Wonga beach for a fishing session or family ride then they are moréolitedpect the
privilege and do the right thing.

A licencing and permit system with comparable fees commensurate with the activity being offered, should be made
available to all DSC residents. Restricting this benefit to Wonga beach residents may besahreatricting

numbers and limiting potential environmental impacts, but the policy should not be divisive and or disadvantages
towards other Douglas shire residents with similar interests. After all Wonga beach residents are not restricted in
their abiity to take part in any other activities throughout the Douglas shire.

If this proposed policy is to be considered then it should be open to all Douglas shire residents. If there are concern
regarding potential numbers of vehicles on Wonga beach, thieallat system should be adopted that allows all
Douglas shire residents the opportunity to apply for a restricted number of recreational permits that would be
issued.

> §[« | % §Z }uPo + "Z]E (]E (}JE A EC}v X

bt mainly to have fun. My parents have told me
to be respectful when riding past other people on the beach, and to wait until we get up the other end of the beach
to go faster. | have done a lot of cool things on my motorbike like wakeboarding thlemgach behind the bike,
}oo 3]JvP Epn ]*ZU v % u33]vP } 8¢ ]Jv 3Z A S EU ps uC ( AJuE]S A %
near the river mouth. We use the beach for many different purposes which | would love if it could continue to
happen. Overall, we are just kids being kids.

as,dréspéctable and responsible rate payer | see no problem whatsoever
riding a Quad Bike along the Beach below the high water mark. The impact on the environment is absolfitely nil
this is done. We purchased our block of land 25 years ago because we loved the lifestyle and the almost untouchec
beauty of the area.

t ]Jv]8] ooC plJog Z v 0]J]A Jv JEveX t[ Ju p% }v 3Z A |lveeAZ v
many geat days riding our Quad North along the Beach to go fishing.
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built the house in 2007 and have been living there since.

Asyou may now knovh Z A 3§Z 3 Jvs E 3 }( 82 & §Z E$ v A}po } v}sz
got. Nowsemiretired and because of our age we use our Quad to help access fishing and bird watching spots to the
Northern end.

Whilst doing this we quiet often cett rubbish that had washed up. We also watch what goes on at the beach and
only a very small number of occasions have we witnessed irresponsible behaviour.

/| (MOOC pv Ee*3 v }uv Jo[s v @E ] v3e[ }v EveX /v 5Z ectipleecitheirz A SE]
behaviour. | hate this behaviour as much as anyone and | feel it is only done by a very small minority.

| believe most of these people do not live locally, but they are destroying it for the majority of the local rate payers,
15[ He3Zh(u /[u AE]S]vP 8Z]+ 0o 88 EX
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The best people to police this other than council is the locals who use the beach and | believe to stop further
irresponsible behaviour and protect our foreshore a permit system should be introduced.

I think it would be a vy dark day and | might as well move back to the city if council decides to stop Quads on the
beach and spoil it for the people who pay their rates and ultimately in my case and many others moved to the area
for the lifestyle it provides and allows.

and\acceptable as long as it can hold up in court and will be
well policed. If a photo of miscreants is all that is needed to provoke action from the council or police and penalties
are adequate it has the possibility wbrking well.

tolgive our feedback regarding vehicles on beaches at Wonga Beach.
WE ARE ALL FOR IT!! We are a family of 6 (2 adults and 4 young boys) who have been living at Wonga Beach for
many, many years and have ettfamily also living at Wonga Beach. We have always used the beautiful beach
whether it be for fishing, playing, walking the dogs and riding our quad bikes along the beach. We are always
respectful to wildlife and other uses of the beach. In relatothie draft Council has released to the public for
comment we comment as followst would be great if access points be anywhere that a quad can access the beach
e.g. already existing tracks and entrances.

we @gree with Velcles on Beaches General Policy Draft.

for-lacal residents to use Wonga Beach for recreational
purposes is a good idea. | use my quad bike about 6 times a year for fishing, | think the permit should be for the
vehicle next the operator of the vehicle, there should be signage outlining regulations at the beach access points

dctions from a handful of residents have brought about
the current situation. We like to pack an gsknd fishing rods on a couple of quad bikes and ride up the beach for a
relaxing afternoon of quality family time. It is a beautiful part of the world we live in and it is disappointing to think
that the vast majority will be penalised for the actionsadkew. We appreciate DSC trying to find a solution and
taking into account both sides. In saying this, we are prepared to register our bikes and apply for the permits if neec
be but we think that the small number of people doing the wrong thing, who haweapted complaints from
residents will inevitably continue to do the wrong thing and not abide by the proposed rules. If the proposed Gibson
St is implemented there will be countless cars and trailers parked there at any one time. The nearby residents may
complain. We think other access points need to be considered. We also don't see the difference in allowing segway
on the beach at Port Douglas and what responsible quad bike users like ourselves do here at Wonga. They are all
vehicles and if operated respsibly and other beach users and the environment are respected, there should be no
problem. We believe that no matter what the outcome, the small minority will no doubt continue to disregard
others and wreck it for the vast majority who try to do the tigthing. Ultimately, we would just like to keep doing
what we are doing and continue to show respect and courtesy to other people and the environment and show due
care and common sense. So please DSC, don't penalise the majattity disrespectful andrresponsible actions of
a small minority.

andla/block owner since 1992. | fully support the
use of quad bikes owongabeach. As a parent we thought long and hard about purchasing a quad bike after 18
months of thinking. We bought one early in 2017 and then purchased a motor bike in late 2017 for our son to ride.
we laid down a set of ground rules for use, always wearath $U (}}8 A E U ] =+ (oC v }V[S F
other users. Tiere is not much for kids to do in Wonga and living at the northern end siomestrestrictive. My son
rides the beach to meet his friends and has been known to go by bike Wiza® ben late home from work to get
a hair cut Ifeel more confident as a mother of my kids going down the beach track by motor bike ever since my son
was gored in the back of the neck by a feral pig when he was 10. it took him along time to get over itddisikeo
gives him the freedom to have fun and go fishing downDaatree headsl would like to see the ruling include 2
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wheel motorbikes. They leave lesdeotprint than a quad or a 4x4 bugdWe use the quad bike to launch our tinny
on the beach wheiit is calm for my son and his friends to go out fishing on Snapper Island or out at Bells Reef. With
the entrance at the southern end of the beach yoleraut most of newWonga. most kidéknow go on to the back
at the old Redbacks site which is of ceiprivate property. Why not make it the last close on Marlin DiXeenba
Clos@ When we go down the beach we do a bit of beachcombing and pick up rubbish espaeistityand we ask
that the kids do the same. We live in a beautiful paradise beachisriumn we encourage oulids to be polite and
wave to otters users. My son has got to meet interesting people on the beach because he hagbtdthstop and
have a chat with peple since he has been allowed to do motor activity. Please let our kidsahaivef fun they are
outside in the fresh air there is always one who spoils it but the majority do thethigty. At least they are not out
doing Drugs or drinking alcohol, rocking roofs and break and entering. ADDENIHyNE it some folks have been
able to cut tracks tloughto the beach from their properties to the beach so they can sit and have happydniois
v o A Z]E. 5Z E XuXEEBVE w3]{-M[3 §Z (JL@ndidith@& natid Jifkevclaim®hen
this has been done PoRlouglas reparations are required.

Fwirite-to express my full support to the "Draft Vehicles
on Beaches General Policy".

hekél for-holidays in 1996, staying at Pinnacle §@laDur
friends in the area lent us a quad bike to go fishing, picnicking etc further north along the beach thus enjoying what
Wonga Beach had to offer.

In 2004 we purchased a property in the area as well as two famer style quad bikes. We have respgatigdstiof
all who use the beach, walkers, joggers, fisherman etc and other people riding quad bikes, staying at least 20 mete
away at all times. We still fish, picnic and take our friends here on holidays down to the beach to enjoy.

This beach is a walerful resource to the community as a whole. Over the years as a local | have witnessed two
wheel bikes and racing style quads as well as some unregistered 4 wheel drives doing the wrong thing on the beac
| do agree these only should be banned outriglitave not seen any destruction of sand dunes caused by quad bikes
north of Pinnacle Village, however council should understand that any sand or dune disruption above high tide is
solely from feral pigs. In the last two years from regular observation ithel@mage along the high tide mark

especially north of Pinnacle Village has increased at lease five times to what it was in 1997/1998.

| therefore ask council to support responsible quad bike riding on Wonga Beach north of the Giblin Street access as
right to those people who live here, who love the lifestyle and respect others. We live in a democratic society and
why should a tiny minority of people take away a unique tradition that | hope my new grandson will enjoy in the
coming years ahead.

-1 am all for motorbikes being allowed along Wonga Beach. | grew up without any restrictions
on motorbikes, and there was never any injures or complaints and it was-aroald great atmosphere and
community. Personally, the restrictions that are kgpimade are unrealistic, people move to Wonga and surrounds
(}J& 8Z o]( *SCo }( JvP o S} E] SZ E ]l « (E oC }v sz ZX [|8]e
one of the motorbike users on the beach what most of them do for an aftemnand they will tell you they went for
a ride down thebeach. | personally know famifighat have afternoons down the beach where they ride down there
on there quads have a BBQ and bring a community closer. A thing to consider changing in the draft proposal is the
access points and the speed limit. It would suit and be a lot safer if there more access points to the beach, e.g.
at the old Rdbacks as well as the proposed area. This will stop people having to ride which they more than likely wi
along roads to get to the single access point provided in the draft. And increasing thelispiesalat least 40km, if
you were to go and watch the community of Wonga Beach on a weekend or during the holidays you will see kids
(]*Z]JvP %0 C]JvP Z AJvP (pvU «lJu } & JvP Z]v SZ JE <p <Y ]J( 83Z %o A
possble for them to do that. If increasing the speed in all areas is 100% not applicable, then at least give designatec
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areas for higher speed so that this outdoor fun is still able to happen. | would much rather see our younger
generations out of the house isk boarding and having fun then inside all cooped up because one of their favourite
outside activities has been taken off them when they have done no wrong, there is enough obesity in this country
already. | have three younger siblings all of which haeadis in Wonga that they get to see and play with because

of the motorbikes on the beach. Think about it we live in a community where areas are just that far apart that unless
you have a license freedom to see friends is not possible. But in Wonga tiiamaen because of the motorbikes

on the beach. Personally, | feel as though @¥esafer riding their motorbikes with their protective gear along the
beachthanthem walking or push biking along the main road where people drive 100km and some evenlifdkte
proposal goes through this will stop my siblings being able to have any freedom at all to go, see their friends. My
*SE S Z *v[S P}S VC[I]P u@ °JJ¢3ZE J*v[S o 8} pe 8z z pe }( 8z &
have a licace then that totally inibits her to be able to freely see friends without the safesksiof riding along the

main highway. If the motorbikes are taken off the younger generatibn  v[S P § o] v U §Z v §Z &
a safe way from Wonga beadh} "}us3zZ @Eu AZ & % E vse v E euyE 8Z 358 35Z |E
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their motorbikes so they can have some freedom thpAlJvP Jv §Z]+ }uupv]3C AZ E & + E -]}
normally provide. If you think back a few years my neighbour in South Arm was attacked by a feral pig accessing th
beach on a push bike with his best friend. As kids we used to feel safe jpgsbrbikes or walking but now because

of this we no longer feel safe, and we use the motorbikes as a safety tool. | am almost 20 and | will not walk or ride
anything not motorised through there for safety reasons, if | feel like this imagine my siblwgaresaged from 6

i0 v ZYA SZ C ( oU S8Z C}uVvP «3 3A} & % SE](] &} P} 3ZE}uPZ A ol]vF
freely. Inthe end the proposal needs to be re drafted and thought through more thoroughly to suit the community
better X }v[3 Eu]v *}u SZ]JvP ip+3 He IV % Ee+}v Z « }v AE}IVPX dZ %}]v:
consider safety and the versatility of the people who use the beachtivitin motorbikes.

.Webbugh a quad bike his year which is very exciting. We love to go for
rides and we always go north. We go with other friends and their families. We go fishing and have picnics and we
have a lot of fun. We take our little dogs with us they love it too. | hope we can stip e beach on our quad as it
is better than sitting around home bored. Please don't stop this. | always look forward to our next ride.

on/oUr-quads as it is ber than sitting at home bored.

for 21 yearswve have experienced the beach activities as we regularly
walk ourselves and dog an average of 5 days each week. Our observations are that most riders are considerate an
well behaved, slowly and quietly passing by when we vialten weare startled by the low noise when they
approach from behina a toot of the horn to let their presence be known would be more cooperative for all.

| myself have a Diahatsu Scat 4WD (Jeep style beach buggy) that | have used to access the Daint@m&hRiver m
section for both fishing the gutters and bait gathering. This light vehicle has high clearance and has been used in tw
beach recoveries of breakdowns to date. It has fully functioning lights, brakes, turn indicators, but more importantly,
seating forthe grand kids and recovery equipment. The vehicle has also been used in recovering large plastic debric
items periodically with the rubbish being dropped at the foreshore Council bins at Giblin Street.

There has been insignificant damage by the new Vdagad riders but B access points have appeared towards
that end of the beach, but provided no new trails be made, then the area should remain pristine.

Our observations are that any problems incurred are from kids or adults being silly in close fyraxiime Caravan

Park t doing burn outs/doughnuts or riding too fast in front or passing the Park. These visitors are paying guests anc
e EA «u] 8 8} Z}o] CeX / 0]A ]Jv EE o0} v vZ ETAZ o ~uv ((c

so ho wonder complaints are made which jeopardize it for all of us.
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| have always been in support of a ride on the beach but have always advocated that it should be from Giblin Street
onwards towards Pinnacle Village and beyond where the noise botheregnaral the tyre prints wiped out by the
following high tide.

Personally | would like to continue to use the beach for access to fishing areas and to use the wide open expanses
north of Pinnacle Village (low tide) to teach my grandchildren to practice thréring and gear changing skills with
nothing to run into. | also use this area for archery practice at targets towards the sea when safe and isolated.

I think it would be impossible to stop the quad riders from continuing to ride along the beach &arWonga to

get access from Giblin Street north. Most quad bikes are exhaust baffled and are not an issue in transiting pas the
Caravan Park at a slow, steady speed and are not a problem. It is the home built 2 wheelers with short exhausts ths
are deemedoisy and at odds with the community. Perhaps a standard on exhausts? It is possible that a signed
indemnity declaration by each registered person to indemnify the Council against liability could bet maather

AYE U "} «} 3§ }Av Epplovethgerdore?(} E

| have also noticed that-2 beachfront rental properties or beach houses are regularly rented out and that they have
a quad bike collection for use by paying guests or the guests arrive with their own bikes but are not always
conversantA]3Z §Z o} o }[* v }v[3e }E o | uv E+5 v JvP }E }ve] E 3]}v §]

My immediate family and grandchildren, aged8and 9, live in a fast paced lifestyle in Cairns and most areas are
locked out for quad/beach actiies. | enjoy the fact that this is one of the last freedoms we have to enjoy the beach
with fishing or a fun run or for clean up reasons with my grandchildren along for the ide where and when possible.

I have been diagnosed with PTSD from my militaryiserand | find beach area access to more remote areas
comforting and calming to my overall wellbeing.

For you consideration towards a good decision with perhaps an access point for guads nominate at New Wonga to
overcome the need to travel over to Olddnga to deliver quads by ute or trailer.

and ase/it on Wonga Beach from Giblin Street access to
Daintree River.

| also pick up Plastics and other Rubbish during my rides and place it in Council Bins

| have seenll sorts of vehicles on the Beach, Motor Vehicles, Motor Bikes, ATV, Quad Bikes and even Horses and |
have not seen damage to beaches or any stupid activities.

I am OK with Council maybe suggesting Permits as other Areas in QLD have done.

| own an ATV wibh has a full roll Cage and seat belts which gives me better protection that open ATV/Quad, so |
would like vehicles safety requirements judged on their individual cases. (it may come under your description of a
side-by-side)

| welcome the idea of allowinus to use the Beach with vehicles and agree that we all need to clean up rubbish we
see on the beach so | would to propose that the Council maybe nominate a couple of days per year where all Vehic
users do a beactleanrrup, but this would need to inchle south of Giblin Street access for these dates only.

should be 20km per hour. | agree that we need to get permits for our
guad bikes and that there needs to be some form of identification on the quad bike. | agree thahwedb vehicles
and 4x4 cars should not be allowed these permits. | agree that there should be no riding on the foreshore area
except for the authorised entry/exit points but | would like to see a few designated beach access points not just one
The foreshre areas have a lot more damage done to them by residents clearing the area so that they have ocean
views and breezel do not agree with wearing a helmet. We are restricted to 20km per hour and only on the open
ev & X [/ }v[8( 08Z 35 A E]vP Zous AlooZA PE § v (18X / zZ A
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have enjoyed the relaxed lifestyle. Beirgeato take the quad bike up the beach towards the Daintree River mouth
to fish has always been a favourite pass time. The fact that a handful of disrespectful young people are causing
problems should not mean that everyone is punished, even those whbeang careful, cautious and courteous to
other beach users. This law will still not stop young riders on their bikes flying up and down Marlin Drive and along
the pathway in front of beach frontage homes. While | would like to see policy passed byl taumdd like the

seuy@E v 38Z 5§ 8Z Epo » A}v[s ZvP Jv (Au}viZe o AJVP pe «3p | A]S
bikes and nowhere to ride them again.

since/97l and in those days | use toveralong
the beach with my Fiat tractor with my family on a carry all where we would spend the day fishing and enjoying the
beach. Then | had my 4WD utility and began to use that along the beach. Now | have my quad bike to go up and
down the beach and alsoy family enjoy it as well. However the only damage along the beach that | can see since
1971 is being caused by Feral Pigs digging up vegetation above the high tide mark and the Singapore Daisy which
taking over the native plants. In a few years tithe beach will be covered in Singapore daisy. To this day | still drive
up and down the beach in my 4WD or Quad with my grandkids and family to enjoy the surroundings and being able
to take them fishing and swimming along the shallows. This is one thiagldl not like to have to stop doing. If this
was to be taken away from all families that enjoy the beach especially on weekends it would be devastating. For the
sake of a few that do the wrong thing and people that just have to whinge about kids anak$ahnaiving fun, don't
penalize the rest of us

dnd’been a rate payer of the Douglas Shire

since 1984. | have driven on Wonga Beach in a 4WD during this time and a quad bike in the last 10 years. Myself
family and friends on their bikes have cleaned up the beach north of Giblin Street on a regular basis in those 10 yee
also. We fish and just enjoy the beauty of this secluded beach. We respect the beach, people and wildlife that use
it. A speed lintiaround people is just common sense but | realise we need to tell some people. A permit to use is a
P} 1 US / Aluo % @E ( E 3Z § 83Z % Ee}v Z « 3Z % Eu]d3U v}s §Z 11
rider who does the wrong thing nohe bike. South Wonga needs a beach access as well as Giblin Street. A lot of the
foreshore damage is done by residents clearing in front of their houses so that they have sea views and a private
walkway to the beach, not because people take bikes tghoulf you have more than one exit/entry point that is

*C (}E& % }%0 S} ee 3Z C A}v[3 u | §Z ]@whAaliotorbikes shobiddbg allowgdE
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fortridihg quads on thé beach at Wonga. |
agree that all quads and only quads need to be approved and need a form of visible approval. | would however like
to see that families with teenagers who are not yeeticed drivers be allowed to be able to access and ride the
beach in the presence of a parent or Qld drivers licence holder family member. | agree with the speed limit and that
§Z E +Z}uo *]Pv § Z e %}]vSeX |/ }lhg &n8 Adoeksbintat Gildlih Boreet.v o C
With the bikes identification visible we should Bble to access the beach videdst one point in South Wonga. If
there are designated points people are less likely to make their own tracks over the dune areaforethore as
many of the residents along the foreshore have already done. With the speed limit set at 20km per hour | would like
to see the motor bike helmet rule removed. Having a helmet on hidé#s aE +fae¢ or makes it harder to identify a
personwZ} ] u]e Z AJvPX ]l « v NYEE}A _ o P ooC }E Joo P ooC v ]38
have been riding quad bikes on this beach up to the Daintree mouth now for at least 10 years. Spending time fishin
and picking up rubbish. Mosf the older owners all use common sense and courtesy especially around the caravan
parks. We have never had any problems or complaints from people on the beach. But there is a very small minority
of mostly young unsupervisedwheelbike riders who will catinue to cause trouble no matter what rules are
bought in. These trouble makers need to have their 2 wheeled unregistered bikes taken off them just as hoons have
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thumb their nose at authority and rules. For this policy to work we also need more of a police presence at times
when people are more likely to use the beach for quad riding. After school, weekends and school holidays are wher
you arelikely to catch bad behaviour. Not between 9am and 4 pm Monday to Friday.

IAvould like to have my say on
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Shire Council to propose a policy that respects the needs and wants of residents at Wonga Beach, although fear th
the squeakiest wheel is going to get the oil, so to speak. | am awaredharesidents do not appreciate thase
of quadbikes on any part of the beach and make every endeavour to complaovarstatethe socalled misuse of
the beach. Please let me state that these residents are the minority and do not speak for the majority of community
members. Most famidéis ride quad bikes safely on the beach as a leisure activity or to access northern fishing areas.
Unfortunately,a feware causing a volatile and unsettled feeling in the community by actively trying to police the
beach (taking photos of people riding quigittes, blocking access points so quad bikes are not able to access the
beach and verbally abusing minors). My family (including my uaderchildren) have all observed people taking
photos of us and are outraged that those against quadbike use on thehbevill stoop to hiding in bushes and
e SSJVP p% u E « 8} SEC S} Z S Z[ % }%0 &E] ]J]vP }modHhotograph ¥inaZ]e S]]
without permission of the parent, being that the intended use of the photos in unexplainedhd-safety of
minors, this needs to stop! How are we able to teach our children the difference between stranger danger /
potential paedophiles anthe residents wanting to catch people oufNeither is acceptable as it only causes
irritation and encourags confrontation. In order to help reach some resolution on the subject, | would like to
comment on select points of the draft policy. | agree with the provisions of the draft pdlibyaining an Approval
for Limited Recreational Ustl disagree that us will only be permitted on the area of beach north of the Giblin
Street access. While the Giblin Street access is suitable for my family (as we reside close to this point on Snapper
Island Drive), it is unrealistic to expect people to transport quad hikéss access point in order to travel north. |
propose that a number of access points be designated along Wonga Beach to allow quad bikes access points soultt
Giblin Street.

and_an avid beachgoer who owns and ridesiadjbike with the
upmost respect to other Wonga residents and tourists | wish to provide feedback to the current proposal of new
rules and regulations for Wonga Beach In the proposal it restricts the southern end of Wonga access to the beach
without a traier to take quads or bikes to the access point on the northern side of Wonga. There is access points all
along the beautiful beach and every point should be able to be accessed by any vehicle or pedestrians The strip
north of Giblin St should be a 40 kiratr20 kim area if it is good for our school zones then why not a recreational
area that is and has always been shared by all There should be a clearer definition of where these access point are
will be for no miss conception or communication And whyehafzdistinction between motorbikes and quads? What
is the difference between the vehicle? | would love to see Wonga Beach stay as it is kids free to be kids Adults free
teach their children how to be social and enjoy the greater things in life Betdgans in their backyard.

and everdll, | have lived in the area for 25
years. | would like to comment on the draft proposal to change the local law, which will restrict the use of quad bike
use on Wonga@ach. | have recently retired and spent $13000 on a buggy, as | was looking forward to being able tc
ride my vehicle up the beach to go fishing. | understand that | may still be able to do this and hope that the Council
takes into consideration that theomplaints come from a select group of residents here at Wonga Beach. | have
been approached by nearby residents with a letter of complaint about quad bikes racing up and down the beach at
night. However, my house fronts onto the foreshore and if this k&aspening, | assume that | would be able to hear
this activity. | often hear quad bikes riding up the beach but have always believed that riders have done so in a
respectful manner, taking into consideration other residents enjoying the beach. Oldiogyaders always slow
down, veer away from others on the beach and wave hello. | sincerely hope that quad bikes use on the beach is
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allowed to continue, as we have such a beautiful lifestyle where we live and many families enjoy fishing up the
northern end of the beach. If this issue was such a problem, I think | would have noticed considering that | live so
close to the beach. The only problem that | have experienced at Wonga Beach of late is the negative attitude of a
few residents who are provoking@efrontation about the issue in order to force change by taking matters into their
own hands.

(Lot40 VixieRoad,

Wonga Beach) would like to make some suggestions for the proposed draft policy for using vehicles on Wonga
Beach. Our park is situated on the most northern end of Wonga Beach, approximately 2kms from the suburban
esplanade of Wonga. South Arm Drigapther residential area, lies behind our property about half way down Vixies
Road.OverSZ %o ¢ C E&-+U SZ E Z - Vv uvgc S e }uS 8Z pe }( <p [*U u}:
beach from locals and visitors alike. The recreational uselathes on the beach has had scrutiny from residents
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excessive speed and tearing up the beach front from here all the way up to the mouth Daihtree River. We feel
this has been the worst violation for noise and traffic on the beach and it (as a minority) has ruined it for the majority
of people who do the right thing. We strongly agree with the plan thatméh2eled trail bikes be alloweahywhere
near the beach, at any time. We have many senior citizens that reside and visit our park year after year. Many of
them have disabilities and enjoy the use of quads to be able to access the beach for fishing or for transport down to
the beach. Welgo have many people, mostly the grey nomads, who launch their boats from the beach when the
weather permits. Many local families that have been visiting us at Wonga beach for many years also enjoy the use
guads to go fishing/crabbing on the beach. They guests of the park, but not necessarily residents of Wonga.
These activities form a major attraction for our park and we would strongly urge this to be able to continue. Maybe &
temporary permit for casual users who are registered guests at Pinndlelge/or, they can apply to council for a
permit as a visitor to Wonga beach. This would allow our guests that are not residents to be able to continue their
holiday activities with their families. All the other documented conditions we agree with andgsiglents and
guests welcome a positive outcome for everyone.

ta3ge down on the beach with and now are looking to purchase a
side by side as our family is growing. We often go down to the beach and head north for tladey up with
gazebo, esky, chairs and fishing rods (too much to carry by hand). My kids enjoy heading north of Wonga for when
its low tide you are left with shallow pools which they can splash around in. | love seeing the teenagers on the quad
with fishing rods heading out for the day it keeps them busy and out of trouble. Please don't take away this privilege
as it makes great family and friend memories.

condernediabout the recent application to
ban quad bikes, side by sides and motorbikes on the beach. | understand there has been some people upset in
recent times and would like to say | believe there are only a couple of people causing this problem. The majority of
people who use the beach are famili®ho take their children out for the day to enjoy what we are so lucky to have
at our doorstep. Mostly these people drive on to the beach and park for most of the time. These people will also let
anyone know if they are deemed to be doing the wrong thinghe view ofparents,]§[¢ 8§38 & (}& $Z |]E
be outside spending time with family and also these children are taught how to behave when on the beach and whe
is acceptable and what is not so that the next generation can have the same privifege we go to the beach we
drive way down to the mouth of the river so as to not annoy anyone. We have our quad bike registered but for those
Az} }v[8 18] AE£SE uoC zZ E 38} }X /8 A}po *Z u S8} *S}% SZyiMg ¢] Vv
such a great asset because of the couple of idiots that have no respect for others and seem to lack responsibility. |
would like to see the beach being able to be used by bike riders with an access point south of the Wonga Beach
caravan park and a spd limit of 20km up to GiblintSvith another access point and a speed limit of 40km north of
GiblinSt.Registering the bikes for recreational is mostly impossible and will mean the kids will need a licence which
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is not practical. The Wonga Beach resideste open to a meeting and working with council and local police to
resolve this issue in a manner that is fair to all concerned

andMN&ould like to be perntéd on the area of beach north

Gilbin $reet. Please see &tched Doc ID for Details of Vehicle

O O O o

Restricting use of the beach to north of Giblin Streetiiscriminating against those who live at new Wonga.

The parking at Giblin Street beach access area is insufficient to accommodate numerous daaslevih

Preexisting beach access points between new Wonga and South Arm Drive should be permitted for use.

dZz A E]JvP }( Z ou 8« «Z}puo § $Z }% & S}E[s ] & S]}v <+ ]S ]* v}S
ATV users in QLD.

The 20KPH spedimnit should apply up to one kilometre north of Pinnacle Village caravan park then increase to
30 KPH

Public liability insurance is expensive, $20,000,000 indemnity value is excessive and will make it unaffordable f
people who will abide by the Policy tide on the beach.

Children under 12 should be able to ride their approved age appropriate vehicle on the beach under supervisio
of parent or legal guardian.

Children aged 12 years or older should be able to ride their approved, age appropriate vehicles

It is ignorant that the Policy should only apply to residents of Wonga Beach and visitors for the area should alsc
be able to purchase temporary permits, to ensure they are also paying to use our beach.

tolhe able to corment on the draft vehicles on beaches General

Policy for Wonga Beach. | would like to comment on who can access the beach and the proposed conditions.

O O O O

o

Emergency service, Douglas Shire Council and DSC contractor vehicles should have approval

I do not agredahat Giblin Street access in old Wonga be the only access point, with a small amount of work, the
beach access track at the end of Vixies Road could b#temativeaccess point, especially for residents of

South Arm Drive, all other access tracks thyloprivate property, crown land and the area set aside or

aboriginal use should be closed.

No vehicles to be driven over the frontal dunes, beach access point only to be used

Definitely no drink drivers

Vehicles to be driven in the approved areas only

Donot agree with the 20kph speed limit. 40kph would be a more suitable speed with a proviso that the driver
drives to the conditions with regard to soft sand, water, people and other vehicles.

Agree only the vehicle nominate on the approval is to be drivethe beach.

Vehicles must give way to pedestrians and wildlife, however, what can be done about feral animals that are in
the area, naming pigs, dogs and cats.

Do not agree that approval holders display identification stickers if they are registerealld be far better to
ensure all vehicles have limited road use registration. An approval would still need to be issued.

Suitable head gear and foot wear should be worn when using your vehicle

If you are driving a registered vehicle, you should atlalite EEC C}uE E]JA EJ[* o] ve Vv 9
request.

In conclusion, | would like to make further comment on a few matters. It seems that Council is hell bent on
restricting quad bike use on the beach; why is it not as important to restrict the fube &Vs along South Arm
Drive?

On numerous occasions | have witnessed children riding on the road without helmets and up to 3 on the quad
bike.
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o0 Anyone caught hooning on the beach should have the privilege of being able to use the beach withdrawn.
o Ifallvehicles are registered they would be covered automatically witpaty insurance.
0 And finally, who dies have control of the intertidal zone that is the beach?

td-Uselmy quad bike to tow my boat from my home te theach.

| do not hold a driver's license due to medical reasons and hetilbe able to obtain one. Witthis new policy, will
be allowed to obtain a permitd there another way a permit can be obtained without a driver's license?

VEHICLES ON BEACHES GENERAL POLICY

INTRODUCTION:

On behalf of the Wonga beach users group we would like to put in a submission to the vehicles on beaches gene
policy. The history of the Wonga beach area is renown for its fishing, campwiling along the natural beaches,
horse riding, running, bicycle riding, quad bikes and -byiside vehicles. The Wonga beach area has a strong
community spirit, which relies heavily on the use and access to the beach and restricting access, aimd)istipcts

laws will have an impact on relaxed lifestyle within the Wonga community.

Due to the expansion of population and development in the Wonga area it has seen an introduction of resident
wanting the sea change lifestyle from the built up urban ardhey previously resided in to a relaxed and
recreational lifestyle within the Wonga area. The residents that have moved into the Wonga area would have bee
attracted to its relaxed lifestyle arits beautiful environment. The constant complaining framery small minority

of residents that reside in Wongare creating a divide within th&/onga Beach community and is generatingoa n

so relaxedenvironment to live in. The Wonga beach users wandeeka balanced solutiorwith these small
minorities d residents in thecommunity, to share and use the beach for its beauty and recreational purposes.
Wonga beach usetsave submitted tle followingsubmission and detail our proposal below.

CURRENT SITUATION AND ASSUMPTIONS:

x A very small minority of Wonga siglents have blocked beach access with logs and branches cut down from
the natural environment

A small minority of 4 wheelers have been seen driving too fast along the beach

Minority of 4 wheelers may be from out of town such as holiday makers who aresiogehe beach

A small minority of 4 wheelers are impacting on the natural environment

A small minority of 4 wheelers are children not wearing helmets

A small minority of 2 wheelers use the Wonga beach area.

X X X X X

WONGA BEACH USERS PROPOSAL

Only Wonga beactesidents will be eligible

Children under the age of 13 must be accompanied with an adult

Approval holders will be issued an approval identification sticker

Approval holders must only access the beach at the 4 designated access points which are:

X X X X

1. GiblinStreet (as proposed by council designated beach access point)

2.Marlin Drive Creek public path access point

3.Existing permanent beach access point near Wonga Beach CaravarsBattkern side
4 Janbal Close public path access point
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X X X X X

x

Wonga beach user®ifm a committee where they seffovern and liaise with council, Qld police and other
government departments directly in regards to any issues or breaches that may arise from resident withir
Wonga Beach.

The vehicle is not to be driven above thpring high tide mark, except when travelling tand from the
beach.

Under no circumstances is the vehicle to be driven on or over frontal dundsreshore areas not
designated athe 4access points.

Vehicles are to be driven only in theea specified on the appval and via the 4 designated access points.
The maximum speed limit at any time is 20kph.

Only the vehicle nominated on the approval is to be driven on the beach.

Vehicles must give way at all times to pedestrians and wildlife.

Approval holders will be isgd an approval identification sticker, which must\sible on the vehicle at all
times.

Approval holders must only access the beach atddesignated access points.

Approval holders operating quad bikes or shlieside vehicles must wear aapproved notorbike helmet
and not carry a passenger unless on a seat desigriatatiat purpose.

The 4 designated access points to be filled with rock base material to avoid sand dune erosion.

The Wonga beach users would like to request a public meeting ®@otincil before any final decisions are
finalised.

x Allow multiple approval permits per family.
Mapsbelow show the proposed designated access points. T, )
’ 1. Giblin Street Access
Daintree Tourism 3. Janbal Street access point Wonga B =

information tate hoo N 4

Bells Park

Old Wonga
Esplanade

2. Wonga Beach Caravan Park access
point

/4, Marlin Drive public path access point
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Appendix ThregObjections to Draft Polie€omments in Full

1 VEHICLES SHOULD NEVER BE ALbOMMIglas beaches (with the exception of emergency vehicles).
Council never asked residents if vehicles were or not wanted before embarking on this path. It is wrong on every
level, illegal under DSC, State, Federal andr&@mmental law.

2 WE ATTENDED THE "QUAD BIKE FQRaiMWas held at the Wonga Beach State School in December 2015.
There people were informed that quadbikes could, even then, be registered to be driven on Wonga Beach. In fact,
there was one person in ahdance, who had their quadbike registered for this purpose. Since then we have only
observed one such registered vehicle on the beach, and we walk on Wonga Beach almost every day (picking up
rubbish). This is telling us that these people do not want gigter their quadbikes as then they will be able to be
identified. They want to be able to drive anywhere on the beach and foreshore, when and how ever they wish. As
they are now. We do not want any vehicles being driven on Wonga Beach as we believditheyabey any of the
proposed regulations. If this draft is approved, will it be left to ordinary people to monitor/report breaches to
authorities, and so incur the wrath/retaliation of the drivers as happens now? In our opinion these permits should
only apply to people with special needs, as you state in your proposal. We would like to know the Council's
reasoning behind the decision to choose Wonga Beach for this potential environmental degradation. So, please, NC
VEHICLES on Wonga Beach.

3 WE NEED TAVE THE SAME LAW& apply to Newell, Cooya and Four Mile Beaches. Just because our
beach is further north it does not mean we should have different conservation policies and locdlbaliesve

residents and tourists who visit this beach daily toogrnjhe ambience the beach, sea and sand provide along with
the birdlife and various types of vegetation, should be able to do so without quad or motor bikes roaring past. The
main problem with the licensing and restrictions who is going to police itjé\meboth the council and police are
struggling with resources to address illegal behaviour on the beaches now. Much simpler policy no vehicles on
Wonga Beach unless launching boats at designated access points.

4 QUADS DESTROY SEA CGé&dhg front dune. Storms and run off in early 2018 eroded now vulnerable
beach dunes.

5 MANY THANKS FOR YOUR fiéhRime to time by responding to my emails although you are busy. Since
guad bikes are seen by my husband and | daily on and around the beach at Wongst, tiveught you might like to
read our thoughts on the quad bikes issue.

1. Itis illegal to drive them on the beach and on the foreshore. There are safety and environmental issues here
2. Any person driving a motorbike or quad bike should be licerisedred and equipped with a safety helmet.

3. A parent who has enough money to purchase a vehicle for their child has enough money to pay for insuranc
a helmet, lessons for a license and the license itself for their child.

4. A parent who encourages oltaws their child to break the law is at fault and should bear the consequences
viz fines and costs especially if there is an insurance claim.
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weekends, school and public holidays.

6. A solution for parentasho arekeen to have their children use quad bikes wouldHweg they acquire some
land for that activity and supervise their children. Quad bikes are not toys. They are quite dangdraiesve
We have an accident waiting to happen.
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6 IN RESPONSE TO YOUR DRAFT Bouéfi¢les on the Beach, | think any vehicles including quad bikes or
two wheeled bikes (except for those requiring special approval i.e. emergency vehicles, eventsgeaghiittes on
the beach, or cleap activities) should not be allowed on any beach in the Shire.

7 MY CONCERN IS VEHICLES DO NOT NEED TO BE RBGSIHIREARRE NOT INSUREDCOLIMeil by

way of allowing this to occur (Approval granted) couldiable for damage or injuries that may occur from the
vehiclesl and my fellow rate payers should not be held liable for unregistered vehicle activity on the beach, that
may result in possible liability claims.

8 OVER THE LAST FEW YB#&R8 been traumised by the vehicles, bikes, quaets. whichhave been

freely allowed beach accedsverything from noise, beach destruction, disrespect for all the flora, fauna have
become a major problem by allowing this kind of activity to ockdn believe vehickeof all types to be completely
prohibited as is with every other beach communitinder your draft policy it would be too complex and difficult to
monitor, therefore restricted vehicle access would just allow a green light for whoever does not wiskdedgtihe
restrictions. As | live on my owr have been and would be in fear of making any complaints due to the
repercussions of doing so. By prohibiting all vehicles on Wonga Beach then there are no grey areas to worry about.
Please find attached theuibmission made bjnames removedijvhich | absolutely fully supporfRefer toAppendix

Fourfor 26 page submission referred to, including attachments to that submission]

9 BIRDS THAT BREED ON THE BER&iRUmbers are not large at present as they Haaen declining but if

more chicks survived they would have a chance of improving their numbers. To carelessly continue to contribute to
their extinction for such an unhealthy recreation should weigh heavily on our consciences. In these days of rampant
obes]3C «Z}uo v[§ A V JUE P]JVP % }% 0 8} ue 8Z J]& o P E §Z E S$Z v *]
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boats from Giblin Sicceptable as long as it is no wider than necessayoiad width. | am also somewhat

concerned about a law for one and not another. Has the homework been done on that?

10 AS RESIDENTS/RATEPAYERS & Jv PE v A]J8Z u vC }3Z ity Afdafler $Z]+ }u

considering all the facts have made an informed assessment of the proposed policy. The following points of issue

together with the submission outline the reasons why wihe majority of resident/ratepayers are against any

vehicle access td/onga Beach or any beach in the Douglas Shire: The draft Vehicles on Beaches General Policy

discriminates against the people of Wonga Beach. All beaches in the Shire should be treated equally. Failure to do

is discriminatory and may at some time be ibbaged From a business management perspective: The draft policy is

neither manageable, financially viable to administer nor do ratepayers of the DSC expect to support funding toward
ZulJv}@E]8C A]ezZ[ & t}vP ZX dZ ]oo Pewoplace dutside] doffdl offieg howrof® |

pm & then on Saturdays & Sundays & Public Holidays. The DSC cannot possibly police/manage this policy. There :

no Local Laws Officers on duty during these hours. Vehicles can be heard on Wonga Beach/fooeslsaiaytime
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destroyed! The draft policy allows & opens up the DSC to the possibility of civil action, to litigation, criminal

negligence & plethora of legalities consistent with accidents & rammpliance. We do not want our rates to be

placed at risk nor the destruction of the Wonga Beach foreshore for a minority of law breakers, some not even

residents There are other options for ATVsMotorbikes in the region. The DSC would be well advised to seek out

more favourable options as financially viable & manageable which this draft policy is NOT

11 WE ARE NOT RESIDENTS OF FAR NORTH QUERN BisilRihnacle Village at Wonga for approatety

three months each year during winter and spend a lot of time fishing, walking and several times a week picking up
litter along Wonga Beach. We do not fish from a boat but fish from the beach itself. During the years we have been
visiting Wonga we havnoticed an increase in the number of vehicles using the beach for recreational purposes. We
have also noticed some vehicles parking up and/or driving over the tops of the dunes and entering, we assume,
camping or residential areas behind the trees furthethe north of the Pinnacle Village access point. Vehicles can
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be heard at all times of the night as well, obviously depending on the tides. Traffic along the beach is sometimes
quite fast although most people tend to slow down when passing the PinNatdge entrance. Even though most
vehicles appear to drive within the 20 kph speed limit, our concern is the number that frequently do speed along the
Z Al8Z «}u <A EAJvP v }]vP A ]E po E A} EivhXeldides adwdll|apad gnd op  (
trail bikes. Families with young children often sit on the beach out front of Pinnacle Village with children having to
dodge traffic. We have witnessed three quad bikes on the northern end of the beach, driven by male adults, actuall
racing oneanother- and one of these had a child passenger. At that particular time the participants were holiday
makers visiting Pinnacle Village on a public holiday long weekend, the quad bikes having arrived on the backs of
Landcruisettype utes. Sometimes whofamilies seem to be on board quad bikes and on occasion some of the
drivers hardly seem to be old enough to legally drive a vetticlgS % E&Z %o $Z E ]Jev[S u]v]upu |
for that type of vehicle? There is a sign at the Pinnacle Villagsspomt prohibiting vehicles from driving along
the beach. ltisanoutf- § «]Pv AZ] Z % }%o0 ~ }v[§ e« _ }E }v[8 &1 v}E] }(X A
many people disregard signage anyway but perhaps new warning signs could be erected? Seh8Mi@oCouncil
runs a campground called the Noosa North Shore Beach Campground. The council prohibits any vehicular traffic
along the beach in front of this campground, making traffic access the beach further to the north. Fines apply. We
are happy thaCouncil is at last addressing this problem and perhaps making a popular holiday destination a little
safer for all concerned, as well as protecting the environment.

12 PLEASE NO QUAD BIKES ON ANY DSCdbis&iff the illegal access points, revegetptesecute
offenders vigorously and hope some of the beach stone curlews come back.

13 IF THIS PROPOSAL COMES INTO Big-®illhe documenting damage noise and other concerns where
young children not supervised are using these quads to access the.Beach

14 PLEASE RECORD OUR FULL SUPPORT FOR A TOTehiBl&s!tseihg ridden or driven on Wonga Beach.
We urge Douglas Shire Council to take full note of the important issues surrounding this Submission as included in
that from [names removed]Refer toAppendix Two for 2age submission referred to.

15 | AM STRONGLY OPPO®BEDad bikes on WongBeach. | supporfname removedgubmission Refer
Appendix TwoPlease keep my submission re quad bikes anonymous.

16 FUNDAMENTALLY FLAWEDB cannot agrewith the provisions ofhis draft policy as it has at least one
fundamental flaw. To allow some people access to the beach driving quad bikes under permit will leave the door
open for other norpermitted persons to risk doing the sanfeeople are aware Cauail does not have the resources

to enforce the ruling with sufficient frequency to present a significant risk ofpemitted, quad bike beachsers

being apprehended by authorisedperson. Norpermitted quad bike beachsers would simply maintain engh

distance from other beach users to avoid being identified as unlicensed. This distance may be as little as 30 metres
depending on the size and nature of the permit displayed. Due to lack of enforcement action, the proposed policy is
wide open for abusand may do more to encourage rather than discourage unauthorised use of the beach by quads
and other vehicles. Under the draft, only the recreational use of motorbikes is to be totally banned from the beach.
Any motorbike rider seen doing this will theoeé be instantly recognised as acting illegally. This is the way it needs
to be for all other recreational vehicles as well. Under the proposed policypammitted use of the beach by other
vehicles would normally not be reported by the concerned puddithey would not know whether the user was
permitted or not, without a close examination of the vehicle. Community Disharmony The DSC web site states

A Yuv ]o Z}% 3Z (]v 0 %}o] C A}pmgulation that puildsicdE theg harmorfiousmonunity. The

draft policy recommends a permit system that holds drivers accountable for their own behaviour and condemns
§Z}e AZ} E]A AlS3Z}pS %% E}A o_ » E]}P*oCMM tZ} o] A+ 5Z MM t}uo
clouds and recognize the réglthat surrounds the Wonga Beach quad bike issue? Only a handful of Wonga
residents have quad bikes. Some have been vociferous and indeed aggressive regarding their demands to use the
beach.[name removehas already been threatened with physical viokemden he showed mild disapproval of a
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grandfather driving past at speed with his granddaughter on his knee. Neither wore hehheetas astonished by
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and aggressive response. The Council meeting at Wonga Beach to discuss quad bike use on the beach was not
attended by most of us who are against it because we did not wish to be the target of abuse and retaliatory action
following the meetingl wrote to council to give my views but never received any acknowledgement. If the final
policy permits any recreational use of the beach areas by vehicles between the Daintree Estuary and Rocky Point, |
is our opinion that this will fuel more communitjisharmony not harmony. Complete Ban on recreational use of all
vehicles on the beach recommendéthe only solution is to amend the draft such that Council fornrmattpgnises

the wishes and rights of most of the community to enjoy the peaceful, reftmopgcal ambience of Wonga Beach
without violation of this by noisy, potentially damaging quad bikes. There is no valid justification for the
unreasonable desires of a few to spoil what we came here to enjoy and indeed paid for in terms of property prices.
Justification for maintaining the complete ban on recreational use of vehicles on the.ll&aateational vehicles on

the beach and the tracks they leave ruin the tropical ambience we came here to enjoy and have paid for in terms of
property prices. It pts vulnerable and rare birds such as the-czgoped dotterel and beach stone curlew that nest

just behind the high tiddine, north of Giblin Street, at risk. There is no need for such recreational use. Claims that
kids need it as a leisure activity are ate$ u]*Pu] X 'v E §]}ve Z A v (]38 (E}u A ol]vl
other fishing spots. We need remote fishing spots to remain remote for stock preservation reasons. Remote fishing
spots offer a challenge and rewards to fit and enlightened childFeis challenge is ruined when some unfit person
cruises past on gehicle. Kids need activities that get them off their backsides and provide them with exercise. The
beach should be kept solely for such healthy activities by parents and their childtenfsicess to the beach by
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andlead to bragging rights and ongomanship. Finally, in summary, the greatest issue of all: having some permitted
vehicles on the beach gives the ideal cover for-pemmitted users to pretend they had a permit. We suggest this is
likely to lead to an ing@ase in unpermitted use and an increase in community disharmony. We trust that council will
recognise the true situation at Wonga Beach and show the necessary leadership to continue to enforce the present
policy of no recreational vehicle use on the bealept for direct access to launch boats. In our opinion, the above
reflects the true wishes of most concerned Wonga Beach residents.

17 | LIVE AT SOUTH KOLAN QUEENSuaNizEst of Bundaberg, so may be questionable as being a voice for
the banning ofvehicles on the beach. But | believe | have information spanning years almgsaison those

affects to the beach itself and to Port Douglas as a whole. In the 1970s my husband and | took our very first trip to
the Daintree with a friend who lives in i@s. It was a long and rough journey then and required arriving at the first
beach, then into the rainforest, back out to the second beach and back into the rainforest, and back out on to the
third beach, our final destination just before the CREB trahls was isolated and quiet. Along the way we passed
Mason's shop and a lagoon that wasA®feet deep and as clear as crystal and ice cold. It was approximately 20

feet wide. We made this trip frequently over the years, spending long weekends theranoual leave, and it

became a place to rest and release the tension of Cairns hectic work cycle. Always stopping at Port Douglas on out
way home back to Cairns for our special meat pie that was legendary in the area. As the years went on, we noticed
change with more trail bikes who were tearing up the beach when doing{owuits. Later on, we heard that a new
subdivision was opening up called "Camelot" and the spiel was 'come and live in the rainforest', which appealed to
us immensely. Upon arrival, we s#élve destruction, the rainforest was bulldozed to make way for the estate! That
was not quite what was spouted in brochures. We of course refused to purchase land and a home there. As our
friend still lives in Cairns, he has told us of the changes to the pristine wilderness, coaches now go as far as the
third beach, roads improved for the tourist trade. It is not now as we once knew it. Do you see the pattern? Once it i
opened up to tourism, and areas made to cater for them, it is only then a smalbsfere you have big business
muscling their way in to create hotels, motels, etc to cater for the tourist. There goes another pristine wilderness. |
am seeing so much destruction with deforestation that there is little left anymore. Ban vehicles oedbie énd |
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would also include trail bikes too, because in time it will erode the beach and as those with trail bikes will want more
of a riding experience, they will not stop at the beach and will start their trail blazing within the rainforest itself. |
thank you for reading my email and please think before allowing this to happen. Take the words of someone headir
for 70 years old who was there before progress and it is what kept us coming back over and over again.

18 AS A RESIDENT OF MAGNETIC |sfe&Nabliged to comment on the draft policy. On Magnetic Island
vehicles are not permitted on our beaches and yet this happens often. The reasons are varied but from personal
observations it appears that many are drivers of small hire vehicles and as afggnf tourists, are ignorant of the

o AX K§Z E+ E o}vP § Eu o} o+ AZ} ( 08Z C Z A 3Z ®&]PZ5 &} } 8Z]-
(}E& C.Waie ] am pleased the proposed policy only extends to quad bikes and comes witttigestrio locals

only and a 20km max speed limit is in place, policing of these rules in out of the way locations is another matter.
Rangers and police rarely, if ever, manage to prosecute law breakers and the appearance of tyre tracks to non loca
will in itself suggest strongly that driving on beaches is permitted. Such signs dpenva } @ox of damaging

behaviour and because of the location, people think they can get away with all sorts of other beach environment
destroying activity. These can indkicamping and, with it, polluting through defecation in sensitive environments
close to the water where nutrieatich water promotes algal growth over coral; intrusion into dunes and beach
stabilising vegetation as non permitted users will ignore the k&tinns thinking they will be gone in a day or two so
who cares; vehicles then get bogged at low tide and require assistance from locals who do not take kindly to helpin
people who have acted stupidly; the impact of very annoying quad bikes on otheatiecr& uses such as quiet

beach enjoyment, bird watching and fishing. | understand that the very vulnerable beach stone curlew is a resident
of this area and as we have just one pair on Magnetic Island, | can only urge the Douglas Council to doratbyou ca
protect these birdsThe evidence for vehicle impact on the ecology of crustaceans and other invertebrates that live
in beach sand above and below the tide mark is growing. Here is one link to a range of issues related to beach
vehicle access in Nevedland Effects of vehicles.pdThe report has been downloaded and is showAppendix

Five It details the thre&ey impacts of vehicles on beaches:

1. Physical impactsdirect effect of pressure from wheels driving on vegetation and dunes;

2. Impacts on biodiversityindirect effects related to loss of vegetation, changeMiaroclimate t (localised
atmospheric conditions such as wind speed armdpgerature) loss of andhanges to biodiversity; and

3. Social and other impactsvehicle use that conflicts with nemotorised beachusers.

| should add that find it particularly frustrating to point out, usually to fishers, that the very act of drivirigeon t

beach to reach a fishing spot helps destroy the food chain that provides the fish they seek. It also ruins the
experience of being away from noise and human impacts that a quiet time on the beach so importantly creates. In
short, open the beach to qudalkes and you will get much more than you wished for. | would respectfully suggest
that the very reason so many Australian and international tourists seek out the experience of beaches such as
Wonga is to avoid the noise and intrusion your draft policyksde enable.

19 IT IS A RIDICULOUS PROP®&ALould allow vehicles to damage and destroy the pristine beaches in the
Douglas Shire. | am asking for you to seriously reconsider. The potential damage to fragifstents should not be
entertained for he sake of appeasing the laziness of some people. People can already access the beach on foot an
this (allowing vehicles) will open up a whole new dimension of problems like enforcing speed limits, breath testing
drink drivers and the potential for injuttp both people and wildlife without even considering the potential

destruction of marine habitats and potential increased erosion. In the interest of common sense, please consider
leaving the current rules in place.

20 WILD LIFE IS UNDER THREAVer Aistralia with Australia having one of the highest extinction rates in the
world. Wonga beach is a beautiful beach and to akdDdrive vehicles to drive on in not only endangers birdlife
but humans as well. Having had a near miss while being on the beach at Frazer Islandiitiadrive nearly

mowed us down while sun bathing | don't believe beaches and vehicles should be togétberis enough access
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for people to walk on the beach without having to drive & Ddrives over bird nests and disturb the wading birds.
From a safety perspective for tourists and wild life this is a very bad idea. Not only will you get localsup#nag
beach but if everyone is allowed to use their ByDdrives on the beach then tourists without much experience
will do the same. Will the council cover the damage to dunes and foreshore?

21 IT IS WITH GREAT DISTRIESHhas come to my attentiothat the Douglas Shire Council would even
consider such a policy amendment, encouraging any operation of vehicles for recreational use anywhere in the
Northern Eastern beaches, let alone those which provide shorebird feeding habitats near the Daiwtrele riv
remember visiting myself the Noosa beach by car to see the Coloured sands in 1975. | was only a young and naive
year old and thought it was harmless as it was an isolated area. How could one car affect this beautiful area. To my
shock in 2002 | terned to the same area to see that in fact, it had turned into a beach highway providing access to
new developments in isolated areas. My point is this, as a mature adult and one who is very concerned about our
environment, | plead with you to not go ahgavith such a change in policy. This too will eventually lead to more
destruction of our beaches, flora and fauna and even in the short term considerably damage one of the few
remaining gems of the north. "If you give an inch, you could take a mile"wbhisl be a shameful decision for the
Douglas Shire to support when they are privy to living in such a beautiful place of residence and custodians to this
area.

22 IT DISTRESSED US INTENSHR&af you are considering allowing vehicles access to Wong& béfe love

to share your part of the world with our international visitors as well as for our own holidays. Vehicle access will
reduce that attraction and therefore the tourist $ flowingyour community. Beyond the immediate economics, the
impact on leal flora & fauna as well as the rubbish that is known to be generated from this type of access is not
acceptable. Please have the foresight and courage to decline this access to such a special part of this world and
continue your custodianship with diggit

23 THIRTEEN YEARS A@Q@urchased property at Wonga Beach and built a house here. Our primary reason
for choosing South Arm Drive was the proximity of a pristine beach without road access. We love this beach and
have always enjoyed the peace and traillify it offers. We walk to and along the beach most days. Because of the
lack of road access, the World Heritage forest, and lack of houses on the foreshore the natural assets of the beach
the beach between Vixies Road and the Daintree River mouthysdiféerent to other beaches in the region. Itis

these very qualities that the council is proposing to compromise. We are devastated that the council is considering
plan to legalise vehicles and thereby encourage traffic on the beach. We would neeeedtablished a life here if

we knew this would happen to the natural environment on daprstepand right alongside World Heritage forest

too! The Douglas Shire Council should protect our beach from vehicle impacts rather than cave in to public pressur:
from a minority of Wonga Beach residents. | strongly feel that even if 100% of residents would like to take vehicles
onto the beacht the council should disallow this and protect our natural assets for us and future generations.
PLEASE consider OUR rigistsesidents who wish to enjoy the beach in the traditional way. Please try to understand
that the presence of vehicles unacceptably intrudes on that experidReference is made to report shown in
AppendixFive t page 93.

Impacts to Residents of Soutttm Drive
Our experience of our local beach has become degraded by constant traffic on the beach. The essential qualities w
enjoyed on our beach are gone.

Vehicles are noisy and intrusive even when driving at 20km an hour. Beaches are our rightful sanctuaries for walkin
and quiet contemplation and experiencing the natural environment. We love and care about maintaining the health
of the full range of invedbrate and vertebrate life we find on our beach, all of which be negatively affected by
vehicles.

Peace, tranquillity, simple patterns on the sand, silence except for the waves, the feeling of being alone is destroye
by walking on a vehicle highway. Wigstroy the qualities of the most pristine beach this side of the river?
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We were very careful to select a block of land that had no traffic noise from the highway. Now we hear traffit noise
not from the highway but from the beach!

Impacts to Other Spes

Beach Stone Curlews have virtually disappeared from our beach and this species appears to no longer attempt to
breed here. Gone too therefore is the significant or extra economic potential from National and International
ornithological enthusiasts ipursuit of this species in particular. This species is known to be highly susceptible to
disturbance and will not tolerate large numbers of people or traffic.

There are very few beaches this side of the Daintree River where Beach Stone Curlews cantbdreed because
most beaches have too much human activity. Prior to vehicles regularly traversing this beach between Vixies Road
and the mouth of the Daintree they were routinely seen here in pairs and nesting behaviour has been observed.

A flock of Rd-capped plover frequents this beach, comprising around8breeding pairs. These birds do still nest

on our beach here, but are now unlikely to ever be successful with consistent vehicle Thifispecies has
inconspicuous nests (just a shallow degsion in the sand) and highly camouflaged eggs, making them vulnerable to
being run over by vehicles. The impact of vehicles running over chicks and eggs, and disturbing birds during breedi
season is likely to contribute to the overall nest failuresrat

The beach is a complete ecosystem, not just a wasteland of empty sand. We value all the species that live there
which form an important part of our ecosystem. Science is becoming increasingly aware of the impacts to all
invertebrate species fronaehicles driving on beaches. Sand is constantly being compacted by ongoing vehicle traffic
which negatively impacts all the life forms living within the sand. Molluscs and bivalves are crushed by vehicles anc
worms are less able to feed with greatly ingbed sand. Please refer to this link providecdefer to AppendixHve for

copy of report shown following the link.

Proposed Reasons for Allowing Vehicles on Wonga Beach

I wonder if consideration would be given to vehicle access oniderbeach if it vas what locals there wanted? In
§Z § 0o} 8]}v A Z] o » A}po SpuooCul >~ J((Ev 8}8Z PEE vs :
numbers of people already on the beach, and the proximity of the roadways and houses. H@suetiea proposal

would likely be considered unacceptable because of the intrusion on the enjoyment and relaxation of so many
tourists. We WANT that same beach experience ourselegourists have more rights than locals? It would seem

so. If the same logic is applied theuticil allow vehicles on ALL beaches in the Shire since they are considered to
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compatible with other beach use and do not intrude on a natural experience, and do not destroy other life forms as
motorised vehicles do.

Most people at Wonga Beach who can afford to own a quad bike are likely to already alscdavghy (or at least

could afford one as they cost less than a quad bike). They CAN therefore go fishing at the end of the beach if they ¢
wish. This particular argument for allowing vehicles on the beach is therefore invalid. However on this point, why
«Z}puo A Z] o oo % E}A] §} & u}d %0 o ipe3 *} %o }%00 v P} (]*Z]
have enough places to go fishing that can be easily accessed? It is quite possible to walk to the end of the beach
carrying fishing gear, maig this line of reasoning unconvincing. The idea that EVERYWHERE must be accessible tc
A Z] o+ ]e8Z (uv u vS 0 Jeep X ~Z}po v[$ A 3 v ]vP (JEu P ]Jved 37 § ]
less accessible places for those who think it \Wenttile to protect other species from ewvrcreasing human

pressure.

Thankfully to date there has been a low volume of rubbish on the northern end of Wonga Beach, and never too
much to carry while walking (especially with a backpack), so | disputeghatl@s are needed for this purpose.
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What type of community are we encouraging by allowing vehicles on beaches?

Do we really want our children growing up thinking beaches are only good for riding vehicles on? Or do we want
them to respect the naturatnvironment and other species and understand that not everywhere is suitable for
vehicles, and that we have a responsibility to protect the delicate and often hidden ecosystem of the coastal
environment.

Safety on Remote Beaches
Feeling safe walking asingle female requires that nobody can arrive unexpectedly and suddenly. | no longer feel
safe to walk to the end of the beach on my own as | am likely to be overtaken by vehicle(s) at any time.

Policing
There has been no outline given to residents as to who will monitor and enforce the council guidelines? Why is this’
How will guidelines be enforced and what will the penalties be?

Since people have been using vehicles on the beach illegally it sedkeyuttiat vehicle owners will happy abide by
future council rules, stay under the speed limit etc. unless regularly patrolled. If guidelines are not enforced there is
potential for serious ongoing disharmony in the community.

It is a strange logic to reavd ongoing lawlessness by changing the law? Does the council also intend changing the
law to allow removal of beach vegetation by foreshore residents?

Vehicle users on the beach will likely continue to drive into the vegetated dune area at the estdarf/the beach
vegetation (world heritage!) as they have already been doing this without consequence to themselves. Indeed the
significant widespread damage to vegetation there is clear evidence of their disregard for the environment. Please
refer to thephotos at the end of this document. Is there going to be someone at the end of the beach to police this
during daylight hours?

Other Considerations for the Future

The future picture of our beach looks bleak. Increasing numbers of locals may buy quad bike®n the beach if

this practice is legalised. There may be pressure on the council to allow hire/visitor vehicles onto the beach. Has the
Juv ]Jo « $ u AJupu vpu E-< }( A Z] o 0] ve Mt }Vv[E t}VvP Z 8§} tu |

go todrive on the beach.

When visitors to our area see vehicle tracks they already routinely drive onto the beach thinking this is acceptable.

There are significant numbers of caravan park users travelling witlbadf vehicles, and many already drive onto

the beach via Pinnacle Village Caravan Park as we have seen. | very much doubt that visitors will resist using their
vehicles on the beach when they see locals driving on the beach. What a nightmare of policing this will become!
Alternatively, it will beome a nightmare of NONolicing and resultant local friction and anger.

Everywhere on our planet the environment is suffering increased pressure from people and vehicles. There are eve
diminishing purely natural quiet experiences to be foue canassum §Z § $Z]e }UVSEC[* %o} %o 0O S]
continue to increase. This has the potential to increase both the recreational pressure and user conflicts on our
beaches.

| always believed that our local council would protect our environment from undue harm, but this plan is not in
keeping with preserving our environment enjoyment of the natural worldRefer: Appendix Fivépage D1.

Possible Solutions

The plan doesat propose a restriction on WHEN vehicle can be on the beach resulting in NO time we can be on out
beach WITHOUT vehicles. Perhaps if the council cannot see a way to uphold our fundamental rights to our
enjoyment of the natural environment, it should atlgt restrict vehicles to one or two days a week (weekends
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perhaps). At least this way, residents are entitled to still enjoy the beach in its natural state for most of the time. We
can then choose to avoid the days when velsele there.

Unfortunately,this option does not overcome the impact that vehicles have on our native birds such as the Beach
Stone Curlew and others, and on our invertebrate life within the sand. Beach nesting birds always nest below the
astronomical high tide, so they are not proted at all by council guidelines. If the council wants to have any

% E S Vv S % E}S S]VvP Z v *SJvP JE& U SZ Pu] o]v * ¢Z}pyo *% ](C v
which birds do not nest). We would like to point out to the councit ihé virtually impossible for vehicle users to
identify mean high water and stay below it, without GPS navigation assistance.

The paper in the link belowefer to Appendix Three for papdras many points of significance and should be
considered befae legitimising vehicle use on Wonga Beach

The above atellite photos showing the northern end of Wonga Beach/Daintree River mouth area. The outlined
section in yellow indicates the area where the photos below were taken showing vegetation damage and vehicle
tracks.
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Thefollowing photos were taken on 27September 2018 to document the extensive damage being done by vehicles
to the vegetated dune region of the river mouth with numerous wetimed vehicle access tracks to the beach.
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24 | WOULD LIKE TO SUBMITOBYECTIOW the proposal to allow vehicles into Wonga Beach and other
beaches in the Douglas Shire. Apart from being detrimental to shore birds such as whimbrels and beach stone
curlews, vehicles crush molluscs and other invertebrates which live under beaciTsaydalso damage shoreline
vegetation which protects beaches from erosion. Please maintain any prohibitions currently in place against vehicle
on beaches and further strengthen barriers to prevent illegal access to beaches

25 | WISH TO EXPRESS MY DEBAFRENThat council is licensing vehicles to access the northern end of
Wonga Beach for recreational purposes, for the following readbrscommonly known that local licensed

fishermen are incensed at the practice of "grey nomads" who frequent WBegah each year who launch their

boats from the beach and catch their quota but keep repeatedly going out again and again on the same day and
catching much more than what could be considered a sustainable catch. Licensing vehicles condones this
exploitation of the local fishing areas. Local fisherman Scrubber Harris could inform council of this practice. While
this is more a fisheries department issue, the council should be aware of this practice and give the local licensed
fishermen some protection. Whillere are some young people who use quad bikes on the beach in a respectful
manner, it's my experience that quad bike users tend to speed along the foreshore without regard for people on the
beach. If there are speed limits in place, these are not enfoacetdrivers certainly do speed along here. Not only

can they intimidate people who use the beach for recreational purposes (walking) this vehicular use is detrimental t
the beach foreshore and its inhabitants. vehicular traffic most certainly doesénéviith pedestrian traffic. If

council allows such traffic and profits from it financially, council should police this traffic. At any time you can see a
multitude of tracks along the beach between the low and high tide marks. | used to see a lot of @adjlether sea

birds, beach curlews etc but these sightings are becoming rarer due to the increased traffic along the beach. Beach
curlews are shy birds and the noise would scare them away. The tyres would also crush little crabs. | am highly
surprised ttat a council that considers itself "greeallows such a practice to continue, unchecked. Children have to
have some outlet but | don't believe that this is an option. | have seen quad bikes driving between the northern and
southern ends of Wonga Beach;tha&nds of the beach are used by recreational drivers. Of most concern is the
deliberate destruction of the foreshore, especially at the entrance to one property on the northern end of the beach,
beyond the park area. | have taken photos of this vandatiexhhas been going on for years, apparently condoned

by council. The people who have done this should be made to restore the land to its original status. Not only have
natives been cut down but coconuts as well, a huge swathe that is large enoughuok aadrive through has been
carved through pristine foreshore vegetation. This is just not acceptable. When representatives from the
Department of Environment and Science were at the local markets on the 22nd September, | communicated how th
beach forehore has been degraded by locals, with respect to quad bike users, especially in one very obvious
location. They commented that other people had alluded to this as well. | believe that not only should this area be
replanted with appropriate natives, it shid be fenced off to allow regrowth and to prevent these people from
continuing to degrade this area. Access should only be via the designated area, at the northern car park area. Any
vehicle user who deliberately degrades the foreshore should be prosgclitis not rocket science to see who has

done and is doing this. Residents of Wonga Beach are fully aware that young quad bike drivers drive their bikes to
the beach along the local roads. | have never in the past 26 years that we have lived in thé®anea quad bike

being towed to the beach by trailer or dropped off by a ute. It is obvious that young quad bike users (some as younc
as seven years old) are accessing the beach illegally and this practice should be stopped as it is dangerous. Can |
suggest that any licence granted by council makes it mandatory that the owner must also have either a registered
ute or trailer to accompany the quad bike? Alternatively, council officers should police this practice. | agree that
beach access should be givenpeople who do cleanp activities and this includes one Wonga Beach based family
whose children ride a quad bike along the beach regularly to pick up litter. Such actions could also be rewarded by
council. While | realise that young people need sometiingo when they are bored, terrorising the local wildlife

and pedestrians along the beach are not options. I've read letters of complaint as well as reported incidents of quac
bike drivers abusing pedestrians, recorded in the local paper. I've seerojudbbt these bikes are driven, not only

by young people but also by middle aged people as well, some holding beer stubbies as they drive along. This is nc
safe and | don't understand why beautiful Wonga Beach is being singled out as the sacrifici@ttznipeople like

to use this beach for recreational purposes, such as bird watching, but bird watching here is quickly becoming a thir
of the past, with the birds retreating to quieter beaches.

46| Page



26 | HAVE LIVED IN THE DOUGLAS f8HBREyears and during this time | have been an avid beach walker. The
beach front dunal systems have taken a battering as our population has grown and erosion has eaten away at the
vegetation. | believe that all vehicles from motorbikes to quad bike3N¥® need to be banned from all beaches in

the Shire to protect the vegetation and dunal system. It is not possible to monitor their use and as shown at Newell
beach riders drive over vegetation carelessly with no regard to the environment or the nolisggoothat they

create. Driving on beaches belongs to the past when there was a lot less beach users and erosion was not the issu
that it now is. We need to act now and protect our beaches for future generations. All of the beaches in the Douglas
Shire reed individual Beach plans that with community consultation will address the individual issues that relate to
each beach.

27 AS REGULAR VISITORS TO WONGA BEACH WE ARE®\leariMEdl the Council is considering

formalising vehicle access to the naegtin section of the beach. Our most recent visit to the beach was disturbed by

a quad bike, with driver and child passenger, bowling along the beach and obliging us to step aside on our afternoo
A olX KuE Z% (Mo Vi}Cu v3[ }( §Z plack JeEfjeacefukredreatioral &itivities We firmly
believe the proposed motorised recreational activity is inappropriate for this area of beach and incompatible with
the peaceful recreational activities enjoyed by many residents and visitors suchsatvesrover the years. These
special northern beaches are for walking, relaxing and enjoyment of wildlife, not for driving (unless for a specific
management purpose). Those who wish to fish can access the beach by existing roads, by boat or on fopt. Nestin
seabirds For us, the attraction of Wonga Beach is its relatively wild and unspoilt naitlr¢he opportunity to

enjoy the sounds and views of the seascape free of disturbance. When walking with local residents on the beach w
have been privileged teeg redcapped plovers which have regularly nested here. Their well camouflaged eggs, laid
in shallow sand depressions, are hard to detect by walkers, and would be readily disturbed by passing vehicles, as
would any surviving chick. We even recalltheoddas o0 v }puvs E A]sZ Z *3}v  p@®o HNe ~]
nesting high on the beach but it seems that the vehicles have already made this a thing of the past. Beaches are nc
the place for vehicular traffic. A home for saddellers We love the sigrdf life on the ebbing tide of burrowing

crabs, sandiwelling pipis and sesnails, tube worms and sand dollaismall but significant invertebrates will be

crushed and their sandy home compacted by repeated passes of 4WD tyres. Damage to delica@odstesand

dunes such as those in the northern section of the beach, south of the Daintree River mouth, are notoriously
sensitive to vehicle damage. Specialised vegetation plays a key role in stabilising the fragile environment.
Unregulated vehicle traiff in the area has already disturbed the vegetation and has produced a series of
unconsolidated tracks to the beach. The Daintree dunes, already under pressure, will lose resilience to more extren
weather and predicted sea level rise. Enforcing the rud® will administer and enforce the proposed rules? It
appears Council is under pressure from a minority group of local residents who want to play on the beach in their
guad bikes and 4WDs. Does Council plan to limit the number of approvals issued pehdldwf Wonga Beach
residents? Are we to expect regular beach patrols, particularly on weekends, checking licences and vehicles on the
beach? How, and by whom, will the dune access be prevented at the far end of the-tigaatbeach patrol quad

bike? We are not convinced that the proposed permitted activity can be adequately policed and controlled before it
gets out of control. We are not aware of other beaches where vehicle access is permitted in this area and are fearfi
that, when word gets out thathis is the place to do it, it will attract unlicensed drivers to the spot (i.e-nesidents

of Wonga Beach) and any hope of peaceful enjoyment and wildlife watching at this beautiful spot will be totally lost
to the many Wonga Beach residents who opptiseactivity, and to visitors like ourselves who come because we

love it and because we care.

28 | HAVE READ THE DRAFT Pfol&hicles on beaches, and have a couple of general comments. The
negative environmental impact of vehicles on beaches iskmelivn and includes the potential for impact to wildlife
such as collisions with wildlife, destroyed nesting sites, disruption to feeding, breeding etc., and to the landscape
such as increased erosion, damage to coastal vegetation. Specific#tlg progposed area Wonga beach, a number

of birds have been identified to be potentially impacted such as thecesmbed plover. Any impacts are likely more
intense given that the beach is an environmentally sensitive area adjoining the Wet Tropics World Hedtagaed

near the Great Barrier Reef. Further, the beach is already driven on illegally and a move to legalise vehicles is likely
lead to more traffic and misuse. Government resources are often stretched to police this unfortunately. From the
social pespective | understand the desire to drive on beaches, and believe that some beaches are suitable for this
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activity. | have lived in Western Australia where driving on beaches is commoringpeeas up to recreational

fishing, and other leisure activitieAs a nordriver on these beaches | felt that the vehicles dominated the area, and

| did not feel safe as a pedestrian, and enjoyment of the beach and aesthetics were severely affected. My experien
made me appreciate the tight regulations around velsa@ beaches in North Queensland, which has led me to
comment on this draft policy, and voice my opinion. Based on the information provided to me and previous visits to
the Douglas Shire and my background as an environmental scientist, vehicles on theshieaihe Douglas Shire,
specifically Wonga beach in this case, would have a greater negative impact on the natural values of the area than
the positive impacts to leisure. Vehicles on Wonga beach should not be permitted.

29 DSC HAS A MORALRGAL OBLIGATI®Nbrotect the natural environment. Vehicle access to public areas

on Wonga Beach violates this principal. In an era of global warming, sand dunes and their cover become a vital firs
defence against wind and wave erosion and sea lese$ and must not be damaged. Public safety is paramount.

Use of ATVs and normal community use are incompatible. Expensive, complex aicdiisuening compliance

regime will need to be implemented to protect from charges of negligence and there are higbwtyistrict wide

uses for scarce resources. Attachmeitovided trefer Appendix=our.

30 I CANNOT AGRWkh the policy change and believe DSC should maintain its full restriction on the use of
vehicles on the beach. Vehicles on the beach interféth the peaceful enjoyment of the beach. There is no real

need to allow the use of recreational vehicles on the beach other than to launch their boats with access directly
across the beach, perpendicular to the shore line. Vehicles and their tracke te#ich spoil the tropical ambience

we value so highly (reflected in property prices). Children require activities to provide them with exercise. Sitting on
a bike on the beach does not do this. Access to the beach by quads would benefit only a fewsbtaeimgrmitted
vehicles may encourage others to pretend they have a permit. This may lead to increased unpermitted use and an
increase in community disharmony. Kids benefit from walking to remote fishing spots. These pose challenges and
offer rewards to notivated individuals. This is removed when someone flashes past on a vehicle. Insurance? | can't
see how DSC can sign off on unregistered/uninsured vehicles on the beach. Who pays in the event of an accident?
There are far too many vehicles on the beacpraisent. | would like the current policy enforced.

31 AS RESIDENTS/RATEPAYERS OF MORE THAN lwe& B&rRSesearched current & historic facts & have
made an informed assessment of the proposed policy with a practical & common sense approach. Thegfollow
points of issue outline the reasons why we amongst the majority of ratepayers are against any vehicle access to
Wonga Beach, or any beach in the Douglas Shire:

The draft Policy discriminates against the people of Wonga Beach. All beaches in tleo@titee treated equally.
Failure to do so is discriminatory and may at some time be challenged.

From a business management perspective, the draft policy is neither manageable, financially viable to administer,
nor do ratepayers of the shire expect to sp} ES (pv JvP 3}A E Aulv}E]SC Alez_ § t}vP

The illegal beach activity usually takes place outside normal office hours and then on the weekends and public

holidays. DSC cannot possibly policy/manage this policy. There are no Local Laws @ftlagrslaring these

ZIYWE*X s Z] 0o« Vv Z & }v tivP ZI(}E& «Z}E IE} +« vCSlu }( 8z C

high tide, then we know that foreshore habitat is being driven over & destroyed. On a full moon & low tide quads &

motorbik « & Z & SZE}uPZ}us 8Z v]PZSJ dZ v}]e T eu 00 ]Jv SZ ¢ Z}uEe ]
vi}Cu vs_X

The draft policy allows & opens up the possibility of civil action, to litigation, criminal negligence and a plethora of
legalities consistenwith accidents & norcompliance. We do not want our rates to be place at risk nor the
destruction of the Wonga Beach foreshore for a minority of law breakers, some not even residents.

There are other options for ATVs and motorbikes in the region. ThevD&@ be well advised to seek out more
favourable options as financially viable & manageable which this draft policy ismN€aEe see comments and
supporting documentation on following pages.
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SUBMISSION TO: DOUGLAS SHIRE COUNCIL

SUBJECT: VEHICLES ON WONGA BEACH DRAFT POLICY 5.2

DATE: SEPTEMBER 20018

LODGED BY: JEFF & CAROL FLEMING

9 BARKA CLOSE
Name and address removed.

nat:
5.2. VEHICLES ON BEACHES GENERAL POLICY
REPORT AUTHOR(S) Sara Roberis, Team Leader - Local Laws
GENERAL MANAGER Michael Kriedemann, Acting General Manager Operations
DEPARTMENT Sustainable Communities
RECOMMEMDATION:

That Council resolvas:

1. To endorse the draft Vehicles on Beaches General Policy for public
consultation; and

2. To delegate authority, in accordance with section 257 of the Local Government
Act 2009, to the Chief Executive Officer to undertake community consultation
on the approved draft policy, including notifying the Department of
Environment and Science of the draft policy and requesting feedback.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Council's Local Law Mo. 1 (Administration) provides an approval process for Prescribed
Activities. Subordinate Local Law Mo. 1 (Administration), Scheduls 25 — Bringing or driving
motor vehicles onto local government controlled areas provides the approval process,

This draft Council General Policy will make clear all circumstances and requirements for
approval.

BACKGROUND

The current local laws and Schedule 25 were gazetted in 2011 when the Douglas Shire was
amalgamated with Cairns Regional Council. Council staff have in the past provided limited
approvals for the use of motor vehicles on Council controlled areas for circumstances such
as disabled access and event set up and pack down.

“Document § BG1571 Ordinary Councl Meeling - 28 August 2018 Page 1of 3
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The use of quad bikes on Wonga Beach has been a popular recreational pursuit for many
years, including a period prior to the commencement of the new Douglas Shire. A public
meeting was held at Wonga Beach on 1 December 2015 and one of the outcomes of that
meeting was that the community identified a need to resolve the management of quad bikes
on the beach.

The above statement is not altogether correct. As a resident of Wonga Beach for the past 17
yrs | report that it was not a “popular recreational pursuit” because the Local Law forbade
recreational vehicles on the foreshore. It was lllegal. It was an offence. Punishable with
$2000 fines. There was community compliance. See appendix 1

Prior to the meeting in 2015 quad/motor bikes on Wonga Beach were a rarity. Seldom seen
or heard & never in southern Wonga (Marlin Drive vicinity) However after the meeting in 2015
when the meeting was told by the DSC representative & Police that although it was against
local laws, they would “tum a blind eye” to this activity sighting “too hard to control® After that
meeting there was an explosion of unregistered recreational vehicles bought specifically
because there were no consequences & ridden predominately by speeding, unlicensed,
unregistered, illegal riders some juveniles as young as 10 & 12 years old. The beach became
a highway for quads & motorbikes & remains that way today - September 2018, See

supporting Images.

The management of the quad bike activiies must be balanced with the potential
environmental impacts and the enjoyment of the beach for all users. The proposed policy
seeks to achieve this.

It is not possible to ‘balance' quad bikes with the Wonga Beach foreshore or any
beachfforeshore in the DSC. This policy cannot achieve what it wishes to seek & is therefore
flawed. The pursuit of such a flawed draft policy is a waste of ratepayer’s monies. Quad bikes
by their very nature are environmentally destructive, They are not compatible with other
beach users and especially destructive to the dunes, all flora & fauna, importantly the bird
life of Wonga and any beach in the DSC. The Wonga Beach bird life has been decimated.
Quad & motorbikes have destroyed their habitat — the length of Wonga Beach from Rocky
Point to the Daintree River mouth has been destroyed. See supporting images.

See Appendix 2 pages 1 & 2 Dune Conservation: Coast Care. Caring for our Dunes DSC
Appendix 3 Pages 1& 2

As a participant in the annual National Bird Count: The ‘Aussie Backyard Bird Count’
administered through Bird Life Australia, | report that over the past 3 years the rapid
destruction of the foreshore by quads & motorbikes has decimated the numbers of
shorebirds, waders, skimmers, gulls, terns, Osprey, Brahminy Kites & many migratory birds.

Appendix 4 pages 1, 2& 3.

So much so that at the last count 2017 several species were not sighted & some - only 1 or
2 birds recorded - where once there were dozens. | refer to the Beach Stone Curlew

Appendix 5 pages 1 & 2 and the Eastern Curlew. Please note ‘What can you do to help this
species' Appendix 6 pages 1&2 &3

Quads & molorbikes & their riders are pollutants by noise, smell & physical destruction & are
directly responsible for the demise of the birdlife at Wonga Beach.

Document # 861571 Ordinary Council Meeting - 28 August 2018 Page 2 0f 3
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For the DSC to tout: sustainability & environmental awareness! Sustainability & awareness
for the environment, does not flow through with this draft policy especially when Wonga
Beach abuts the World Heritage, globally recognised Daintree River & Rainforest!

COMMENT

Public consultation for the proposed policy will allow the whole community and any interested
parties to provide a submission on the subject. This process will better inform Council as to
the wishes and wants of the community and guide staff in an assessment process, It is also
believed that this process will assist Council in developing operational procedures regarding
the future management of foreshore areas, particularly Wonga Beach.

The community (majority of Wonga Beach residents) have already informed the Council of
their wishes over the past 3 years. After the infamous meeting. There has been a consistent
flow of objection: verbally/written & by demonstration to Councillors walked down the beach
to view the destruction. Their objections to allow vehicles on Wonga Beach have been voiced
loud & clear however only after two beach pedestrian residents were verbally & physically
attacked by ATV & Motor Bike riders in separate incidences did the Police start patrols. These
patrols lasted 1 month, Again both DSC & Police are tuming a blind eye.

A poll held in the Cairns Post Nov 2015 showed 78% VOTED NO to "Should vehicles be
allowed on beaches south of the Daintree” ..., Yet the DSC have continued to procrastinate
with its agenda of delay, delay, and delay over these past 3 years. All the while Wonga Beach
was being destroyed.

Appendix 7,

By its own admission & according to Mr Paul Hoye: The DSC will have limited ability to
administer & particularly manage the vehicles on the beach, based upon the remoteness of
Wonga Beach and its extensive length.

See comments from Mr Hoye DSC in reply to letter from Paul Carlson Acting Deputy Director
General Local Government and Regional Services Quote: Paul Hoye: *“Wonga Beach, the
remoteness of the beach & its extensive length limits the Councils ability to enforce local
laws there". Appendix 8 pages 1 & 2

It must also be noted that at the Ordinary Council Meeting — 28 August 2018 Councillor David
Carey made comment to the effect: that he too recognised that the draft policy for vehicles
on the beach would be difficult for DSC to administer/manage

PROPOSAL
That Council resolves to:

1. approve the draft Vehicles on Beaches General Policy;

2. delegates authority to the Chief Executive Officer to undertake community
consultation on the approved draft policy; and

3. Notify the Department of Environment and Science of the draft policy and request
comments.

Document # 861571 Ordinary Council Meeting - 28 August 2018 Page 3 of 3
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We do not believe that the Council has given sufficient consideration to all aspects
nor levels of this draft policy to be able to ‘approve’ the above PROPOSAL

The consultation process will be open for 28 days and will run concurrently with the
community consultation for the draft local laws.

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

Conducting public consultation on this policy concurrently with the local laws ensures that no
additional resources are required. This will allow the community to consider the policy as an
ancillary item to the draft local laws.

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

The draft policy provides a clear mandate for staff and the community of the mechanisms for
assessment of applications.

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

Economic: The draft policy makes clear that any approval for the use of vehicles on
public land is ancillary to any other approval granted by a local law or a
development approval. This eliminates "red tape® by reducing the need
for an additional approval. Whilst it may be ‘ancillary’ it remains an
uneconomic exercise (o administer & manage & will create more “red
lape"

Environmental:  The draft policy provides specific conditions to help manage the use of
vehicles on public land, thereby minimising the environmental impacts
of the activity. Not possible: The draft policy cannot controlimanage/ nor
minimise the environmental destruction of vehicles on the
beachfforeshore, The cost to administer/manage this policy is flawed.
Further, the use of small vehicles has become a popular mechanism for
use by environmental groups to assist in the collection and removal of
rubbish in public areas, At all the beach clean ups | have been involved
with over the past decade in the DSC, no vehicles have been used on
the beach. Tangaroa Blue are responsible users & would not destroy
beach foreshore habitat!

Social: The use of vehicles on public land has proven to be an emotive issue
with varying points of view being expressed by residents and special
interest groups. Given the increasing popularity of the activity as a
recreational pursuit, the draft policy provides a balanced solution
The majority of residents/ratepayers wish that Wonga Beach, the
foreshore & public lands be available to all peoples & that the
environment be preserved owing to the delicate ‘balance’ of flora &
fauna unique to this area and NOT the minority of ATV & Motorbikes
users who have decimated the beach/foreshore & destroyed the habitat
of the flora & fauna. See attached images.

CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN, POLICY REFERENCE

This report has been prepared in accordance with the following:
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Corporate Plan 2014-2019 Initiatives:

Theme 4 - Engage, Plan, Partner

4.1.2 - Undertake communily engagement aclivities that are clearly identified and are
appropriate in relation to the project.

COUNCIL'S ROLE

Council can play a number of different roles in certain circumstances and it is important to be
clear about which role is appropriate for a specific purpose or circumstance. The
implementation of actions will be a collective effort and Council's involvement will vary from
information only through to full responsibility for delivery.

The following areas outline where Council has a clear responsibility to act:

Regulator Meeting the responsibilities associated with regulating activities through
legislation or local law.

CONSULTATION

Internal: Council's Open Spaces team

External: National Parks and Wildlife Service

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Public consultation of the draft policy will be through notices being placed in the Port Douglas
and Mossman Gazette and on Council's website and Facebook page inviting interested
parties to make a written submission. Additionally, residents of Wonga Beach will receive a

letter inviting them to make a submission

ATTACHMENTS

1. Draft Vehicles on Beaches General Policy [5.2.1]

DOUGLAS EH4¥

VEHICLES ON BEACHES GENERAL POLICY

nx

Intent

° To outline the circumstances in which it may be necessary or reasonable to issue an approval
under Subordinate Local Law 1 {Administration) for the bringing or driving of motor vehicles
onto beaches or beach related areas.

L] To preserve a high standard of safety and enjoyment of persons using beaches in the Douglas
Shire.
Document if 861571 Ordinary Council Meeting - 28 August 2018 Page Sof 3
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Scope
This policy Is applicable to all beaches and beach related areas within the Douglas Shire. !

Reference
Local Law No. 1 (Administration) 2011
Subordinate Local Law No. 1 —Schedule 26

Provisions

Douglas Shire Council recognises that the driving of vehicles on beaches is a popular activity
(it s NOT a "popular activity” A minority of unlicensed, unregistered, underage persons,
speedsters who have/continue to destroy the beach/foreshore) for people wanting to conduct
activities such as beach clean ups, (never in 17 years have we observed a vehicle on Wonga
Beach conducting a "beach clean-up” let alone any of the current ATV/Motorbike perpetrators
who could not pick up anything when traveliing at speeds of 40/50 kph & more) launch boats
(there are responsible boat owners who launch their boats at designated ramps) and access
remote fishing areas. (the fishers of yesteryear did not treat the beach & foreshore with
disrespect, they appreciated the environmental impact their vehicles had & were mindful -
unlike the vandalism that is perpetrated today with the area from Giblin to the Daintree River
Mouth being used as a ‘race track’ & dumping ground)

Douglas Shire Council is committed to ensuring that resources are sustainably managed so
that the lifestyle of the community and the environment are preserved. The DSCcommitment
Is not sustainable nor common sense,

Motor vehicle use on beaches or beach related areas should not interfere with pedestrian
traffic, the conduct of business, the peaceful enjoyment of private property or contribute to a
lack of safety. The above statement Is contradictory. There can be NO compatibility of:
Vehicles on the beach AND pedestrians and peaceful enjoyment of private property or safety!
Not practical.

Definitions
Vehicle: As defined in the Transport Operations (Road Use Management — Vehicle Standards and
Safety) Regulation 2010

Obtaining an Approval

Application for an approval consistent with the provisions of this policy and under Subordinate Local
Law 1, Schedule 25 - Bringing or driving motor vehicles onto local government controlled areas must
be made on the approved form, and be accompanied by payment of the required fee. Application
for an approval will only be accepted in person and each applicant may only apply for a permit for
himself/herself,

Criteria for assessing an application, may include, but not be limited to:

Special Approval

= An approval may be issued to the holder of a Disabled Parking Permit,
= Only the vehicle nominated on the approval is to be driven on the beach, A full description of

the vehicle, including a colour photograph, must be submitted for approval.
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= Details of the owner of the vehicle are to be provided as part of the application, if the holder
of the Disabled Parking Permit is a passenger in the vehicle.
Financially unviable to adminisber

Event or Other Approval

v fApprovals will be considered as ancillary to any other approval that may be considered under
Local Law or other legislation e.g. lron Man, Great Barrier Reef Marathon. No further approval
will be required.

s This includes, but may not be limited to, beach clean-up activities conducted by an approved
entity e.g. Tangaroa Blue

Ernergency Services, Douglas Shire Council or contractors conducting works on behalf of Coundil

= Emergency service wvehicles, Douglas Shire Council vehicles or equipment, or contractor
vehicles or equipment working on behalf of Council will not require an additional approval.

Limited Recreational Use — Wonga Beach

® Limited recreational use will only be permitted on the area of beach north of the Giblin Street
access at Wonga Beach,

® Only residents of Wonga Beach will be eligible for an approval. Proof must be provided by
producing a provisional or full driver's licence with the applicant’s current residential address
clearly visible.

» (nly the vehicle nominated on the approval is to be driven on the beach. A full description of
the vehicle, including a colour photograph, must be submitted for approval.

= Ty [2) wheeled vehicles such as trail bikes, will not be considered for approval,

= A Certificate of Currency for Public Liability Insurance, noting Douglas Shire Council as an
interested party, and showing an indemnity value of 520,000,000.00 must be supplied to
Council, unless the vehicle holds a current certificate of registration.

Conditions

» The vehicle is not to be driven above the high tide mark, except when travelling to and from
the beach.

& LUnder no circumstances is the vehicle to be driven en or over frontal dunes or foreshore areas
not designated as access points.

= yghicles must not be driven by persons under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs. The
QLD Police Service will be notified where an authorised officer reasonably believes this is
accurring,

= Yehicles are to be driven anly in the area specified on the approval.

®= The maximum speed limit at any time is 20kph.

= Only the vehicle nominated on the approval is to be driven on the beach.

= Vehicles must give way at all times to pedestrians and wildlife,

® Approval holders will be issued an approval identification sticker which mwst be visible on the
vehicle at all times.
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» Approval holders must only access the beach at the designated access points. Vehicles that
cannot be registered and legally driven on a road must be transported by utility or trailer to
the designated access point.

» Approval holders operating quad bikes or side-by-side vehicles must wear an approved
motorbike helmet and not carry a passenger unless on a seat designated for that purpose.

= Approval holders must at all times carry their drivers licence when conducting the activity and
provide to an authorised officer, on request.

This policy is to remain in force until otherwise determined by Council.

With all due respect: Irrespective of: definitions & approvals, all of the above and any other
conditions the DSC need to apply to this draft policy ... It cannot be managed, administered or policed
to an acceptable level, Over the past few months with regular Police patrols & a community
awareness to enforce the already in place Local Laws - No vehicles on the beach/foreshore — the
ATVS & Motorbike have continued. Local Laws Officers work 9 = 5 pm Mondays to Fridays. No
weekends & No public holidays. ATVs & Motor bikes race up & down the beach at any time, mainly
after 4 pm, all day Saturday & Sundays & throughout Public & School holidays.

Supporting documentation 1, 2, 3 and Images.

On behalf of the law abiding Wonga Beach Community: We REVOKE the draft proposal to allow
Vehicles on Wonga Beach
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Appendix Four

From: BirdLife Australia <info@ncbirdlife.org.au>
Sent: Saturday, 22 September 2018 8:23 AM
To:
Subject: Save the date — Aussie Backyard Bird Count
Can't wsaw this email? Chick here 1o cpen it vi 8 web browser

MAKE EVERY BIRD COUNT

e

OCTOBER 2018

birds are in our nature
AUSSIE BACKYARD BIRD COUNT -~ 22-28 OCTOBER 2018
Save the date — the Aussie Backyard Bird Count is back from 22-28 October 2018.

The AussieBirdCount is a great way to connect with the birds in your backyard, no matter where your backyard might be — a
suburban backyard, a local park, a patch of forest, a farm, down by the beach, or the main street of town,

To take part all you need is 20 minutes and your favourite outdoor space. Not only will you be contributing to BirdLife
Australia’s knowledge of Aussie birds, but there are also some greal prizes on offer. Head to the website and register as a

Counter today!

If you've taken part before and are registered for this year why not Introduce someone else to the wonderful world of birding
through this easy, fun, all-ages evenlt? And if you're a teacher, check out our Bird Count curniculum-based lesson plans to get
your students (or the whole school!) involved,

If you have questions about the Aussie Backyard Bird Count, please head to our FAQ page, where you'll find more information
about registering, participating, and froubleshooting,

29 days to go — and counting!

0000

57| Page



Supporting Documents

e et

From:
Sent:
To:
Subjec

From:
Sent:
To: Ga
Subject: Re Draft Policy for Vehides on Beaches

Vehicles should never be allowed on Douglas beaches {with the exception of emergency vehicles),
Council never asked residents if vehicles were or not wanted before embarking on this path. It is wrong on
every level, illegal under DSC, State, Federal and Environmental law.

If Council persucs this then several stipulations meed o be made:

The beach between high and low tide from Giblin to Daintree river mowth must be declared a road so that
Police can patrol and enforce State law, Council has previously shown an unwillingness (o enforce any law
under their juristiction,

Permitted vehicles must be romd registered, clearly displaying registration plates.Chuad bikes ctc can be road
registered. Every other junistiction that permits vehicles on beaches has thiz as the prime requisite even if
the beach is not a declared roadway. Registration ensures roadworthiness and CTP. Additional insurance is
ulso needed 1o indemnify ratepayers for environmental damage, bodily injury, salvage etc.

Permitted vehicles must display a permit sticker to both sides of vehicle,

Permit holders will be issued with photo 1D similar to ferry pass.

Permitied vehicles must display a flag on an aerial as applies to vehicles using public roadways in the
Simpson Desert ete. This aids identifying non complying vehicles from a distance,

The fiee for a permit must adequately cover the cost of administrating the permit system, $100per month is
no unreasonakle when compared to Desert Parks Pass cte

Mewell Beach, Coova and Port must be allocated a beach for vehicle access. Failure to do so is
descriminatory and will at some time be challenged.

Just one secess point must be allocated and enforced. Giblin Street is suitable,

All piher access points and potential access points must be blocked. Private roads must be blocked and
monitored. This is the only way 1o contrel vehicles.

botion sctivated cameras must be used to determine the number of vehicles with/without a permit,
ammount of trespass south of Giblin and adherance to road rules efe.

Speed should be limited to walking pace anly,

Council must employ rangers to moaitor vehicle movement to ensure it is within the tide zone and does not
impact shorebirds, wildlife, flora, dune structure and pedestrian safiety

A Consultative Commitiee must be established to act as interface between all interested parties. The
commitiee should meet regularly and review the impact of vehicles, compliance ctc.

If there is continued non-compliance with the rules, the Commitiee can recomend that all permits be
cancelled and vehicles banned completely. This is incentive for complying vehicles to ensure that others are
also complying.

Sent from Samsung tablet —
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Office of the Honot ible Stirling Hinchliffe MP

From: Sandgate Electorate Office [mailto:Sandgate@parliament.qld gov.au)
Sent: Tuesday, 3 July 2018 4:09 PM

Cc: Minister for Local Government, Racing & Multicultural Affairs <LGRMA@ministerial.qld gov.au>
Subject: RE: [SPAM 7] FW: DOUGLAS SHIRE COUNCILS "FAILURE TO ACT" WORLD HERITAGE
DANGER
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Avalon MacKellar
Electorate Officer
Hon, Stirling Hinchliffe MP

Minister for Local 'Govemment, Minister for Racing
and Minsster for Multicultural Affairs

P10y 3633510 € sandgate@pect sment gk gux, Twitter: @3wtHnchife
Frozibagong W:wwwstidinghinghille.com Facebook: faringlorsandgate

Shop 3, Fifth Avenge, Smdgate, O 4017

Hon Stirling Hinchliffe

Minister for Local Government, Minister for Racing and Minister for Multicultural Affairs
Phone: (07) 3639 9100

Email: lgrma@ministerial.ald gov.au

DOUGLAS SHIRE COUNCILS ‘FAILURE TO ACT' TO SAVE WONGA BEACH
THE BEACH THAT MEETS THE ICONIC WORLD HERITAGE DAINTREE RIVER

To the Hon Stirling Hinchliffe
Dear Sir,

As our Minister for Local Gavernment, Minister for Racing and Minister for Multicultural Atfairs we are seeking
your support in assisting the residents of Wonga Beach to STOP the DESTRUCTION & ultimate DEMISE of
our iconic wild habitat that is Wonga beach. This is the beach that meets the World Heritage Daintree
River. Unmanaged by the Douglas Shire Council, recreational vehicles have been allowed to decimate
habitat feading to the beach, the foreshore, the dunes, the littoral forest, native trees — the whole habitat
right up to the Daintree River mouth. Gone are all the birds & animals that once made Wonga Beach their
home, Gone are the soaring eagles, the nesters, waders & migratory birds. Gone are the Goannas & other
animal life from the foreshore. The constant noise & smell from the onslaught of unregistered, unlicensed
ATV & MOTORBIKE riders has decimated the habitat,

Enough ts enough. We need help please.

The Douglas Shires ‘Failure to Act” has allowed a ‘highway to hell’ to the Daintree River & bought the
Wonga Beach foreshores & habitat to its knees,

Mr Hinchcliffe — can you help us please?
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The letter below to the Douglas Shire Mayor & Councillors was sent Tuesday lune 5™ 2018, As at this date,
July 3" 2018 - a month later... | am yet to receive acknowledgement. No reply from the Mayor nor any of
the Councillors to this matter of utmost importance

-
Sent: Tuesday, 5 June 2018 5:16 PM

To: 'julia, Leu@douglas.qld. gov.au' <julia Leu@douglas old gov.au>; 'david.Carey@douglas.qld.gov.au'
<david Carey@douglas gld gov au>; ‘michael kerr@douglas.qid.gov.au’ <michael kerr@douglas.qld gov au>;
‘abigail.noli@douglas.gov.au’ <abigall noli@douglas gov.au>; 'roy.zammataro@douglas.qld.gov.au'

<roy.zammats >
oy 281

as.qld.gov.a

Subject: FW: DECIMATION, DESTRUCTION & DEMISE OF WONGA BEACH
Good Afternoon Julia & Douglas Shire Councillors,

Please find attached my statement to the Mossman Police & supporting images in regard 1o the ongoing

destruction & demise of the once pristine Wonga Beach foreshore & habitat

DOUGLAS SHIRES "fallure to Act” by your continued support in allowing motorised, unregistered,
unlicensed vehicles & riders to destroy: the foreshore, the habitat & the ‘quiet enjoyment’ that all
residents in a community are entitled to ... is no longer acceptable

Please note my letter to Shane Nichols, Editor of the Gazette & my visit to the Mossman Police. | am also
in contact with Leanne Enoch MP. Minister for Environment and the Great Barrier Reef, Minister for
Science and Minister for the Arts, | will inform the Minister of the outcome,

Enough is Enough. We ask that you as our Local Council “act” to put a stop to the current situation which is

unmanaged & totally out of control

If you can manage Four Mile, Oak, Cooya & Newell Beaches then you can manage Wonga Beach.

Today Tuesday June 5" — ATVS & MOTORBIKES have been on the beach from mid-morning & even as |
write | can hear/smell these vehicles up & down, up & down, up & down
No longer acceptable

Yours sincerely

LETTERS OF SUPPORT:

We ascertain that 85+% of the community are seeking support to remedy this madness resulting from the
DOUGLAS SHIRE COUNCILS “FAILURE TO ACT", Please stop the destruction & demise of the beach that
fronts the mighty World Heritage Daintree River - WONGA BEACH

Example support Letters from the community:

Letter to the Editor.

Dear Shane

1 am surprised that the Douglas Shire Council can state that ATVs and motorcycles are allowed on Wonga Beach

foreshore and reserve. With encouragement from the Council, as suggested in the Gazette, | have researched Local
Law and come to the firm conclusion they are not. Rather all vehicles are strictly prohibited. | believe this Is correct.
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There has been no change since the Cairns Regional Council, using the sarme Local Law, banned all vehicles on
Waonga Beach Council controlled areas. This ban is consistent with that enforced on all other beaches in the Shire,
Both the Wonga Beach foreshore and reserve are listed in the register of Local Government controlled areas and
thus subject to Local Law, This law states that “use of a vehicle except where indicated” is prohibited. The only
indications on Wanga Beach are blunt Council signs stating the opposite. "No Vehicles On Foreshore™ and for the
reserve "No Uinauthorised Vehicles Past This Point”.

This kocal law is reinforced by section 114 of the Summary Offences Act which states “a person must not drive a
motorbike (or a dwheeled motorbike) on public land In contravention of ._.... a Local Law.™

Local Law also prohibits damage or interference with native wildlife or vegetation on all local government controllad
areas. ATV's and motorcycles are, by thelr nature, at variance with this stipulation and on this basis alone must be
banned. This is proven by the destruction in many places of the Wonga Beach native foreshore forest and the almost
complete disappearance of most wildlife, sadly some rare birds, since ATV"s and motorcycles were “permitted” on
the Wonga Beach reserve and foreshare. It is unlikely the Douglas Shire Coundcil will ever be in the running as the
world's leading sustainable tropical shire while such wanton environmental damage is allowed,

State legislation dealing with public places emphasises that these are places for people to use, pass throwgh and
enjoy without interference, or likely interference, by the behaviour of others, ATVs and motorcycles are incapable,
again by their nature, of meeting this test even if used in a "safe and respectful™ way by the Council adopting “mare
restrictive measures,” On the Wonga Beach foreshore and reserve vehicles are an unacce ptable public nuisance,
The law can frequently be accused of being and an ass, Howevier a civil society reguires that laws are obeyed by all
including those charged with their compliance, The opposite is chaos as so vividly demaonstrated by “permitting”
ATVS wnd motorcycles on Wonga Beach,

Name removed

Letter to the Editor

Wiy is it that Wonga Beach is the only beach Dowglas Shire Council and the Police turn a blind eve to Quad Bikes
and Motor Blkes being ridden on the Beach by underage children, as well as aggressive adults? This action by a
small minarity are ruining the peace and enjoyment of residents and tourists who enjoy the guiet of the beach as
well as the birdlife. The last incidents involing motor bike and quad bike attacking residents on the beach highlights
the danger of allowing this activity to go on uncontrolled. This disturbance on the beach contravenes Queensland
Police and Local Laws of Douglas Shire Council but both the police and the Douglas Shire Council are apathetic to
stop this action on our beach. Ifit was Four Mile Beach at Port Douglas it would be enforced, why do we have
double standards? |f the Police and Douglas Shire Council allow it on Wonga Beach why not allow it on Port
Douglas Beaches, Cooya Beach, Newell Beach and Oak Beach??7?

It’s time for our elected Councillors to take a stand to assist residents of Wonga Beach to stop this dangerous driving
of quad and motor bikes on our beach. Residents have been trying for years without any results.

Concerned Resident of Wonga Beach

Name removed

Mir Hinchclifte,

Thank you for taking the time to read my email. We appreciate your attention to this matter & would be
grateful for any support you E your Office can offer to WONGA BEACH
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Thissubmission had several attachments which other respondentsalaasuppliedand all are shown in Appendix
Four.Rather than duplicate informatiotnelow is a list of documentgferred to, and the page number in this
report.

Attachment 13- Important Information for the Residents of Wond#®age 9

Attachment2 Dune Conservation Fact Shelgtages’3-74

Attachment3 - Caring for our Coastline, DSC brochtipages’5-76

Attachment 4 - teBird Field CheckligtPager7-78

Attachment5 t Beach stonecurlew Fact Sheetpages 7980

Attachment6 t Eastern Curlew pagéd-82

Attachment7 t The Cairns Postd} C[e t Whphge85

Attachment8 t Letter from Department of Local Government Racing and Multicultural Affgieg)e87-88
Attachmentl12 - Facebook PostNo ATVs page 90

Attachment10 - Current Local Lawspage 87

31 IN RESPONSE TO YOUR DieAFehicles on beaches, | would like the following to be looked at
{1} 382 E]A EIG&hickEhdve public liabilitpsurance

{ }+38Z EIAEGIE] EZ A 738858 AZ]lo E P]*3E 3]}v 3} haved@be ZU
transported by aegistered trailer to a deignated area to be off loaded?
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{ }+8Z @E]AEIE] ® ZA o] v

{/1( v uv(}E& v ] v} puE- Vv uu € }(SZ %pn o] ]eil]begoite } o U
responsible under & duty ofcare policy

As to Wonga Beach the beach access should be at the northern end of the Giblin St. Note: | have been holidaying
Wonga Beach Caravan Park for close on 20 years and the current situation with motor bikes and quad bikes is gett
outofhandep 2 $Z 8§ §Z W}o] u Al*]8 Z & ]v :poCU Z}A A E ]8[* P 383]vP
speeding vehicles on the beach. Also these riders use the caravan park southern access road to the beach as a
speedway. As former OHS pridiciner | advée Council respectfully to use sigga (boats onlyno parking) as to

beach access for the southern end of the caravan park. | also strongly advise council to look at liability if and when .
accident will occur re: southern access.
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Appendix Fou? Submission Received 26.9.2019

Submission to Douglas Shire Council September 2018

Vehicles on Wonga Beach

We are [name removed] Wonga Beach Queensland 4873.

We appreciate being given the opportunity to make this submission on a matter of considerable importance to us
and the future of the Wonga Beach community.

Below is an executive summary of our overall conclusions and recommendation Please read entire and appendices
as part of this submission.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

The Douglas Shire Council has a moral and legal obligation to protect: the natura | environment. Vehicle access to
public areas at Wonga beach violates this principle.

In an era of Global Warming sand dunes and their cover become a vital defence against wind and wave erosion
and sea level rises and must not be damaged.

Public safety is paramount. Vehicles, particularly dangerous ATVs, and normal community use of public places
are incompatible.

In the event vehicle access to public areas at Wonga Beach is permitted an expensive, complex, time consuming
compliance regime must be put in place to protect the ratepayers from a financial shock and Councillors and their
Council Executives from charges of negligence.

There are many higher priority district wide uses for the scarce ratepayer resources required in 3) above. A very'
small minority of Douglas Shire Council ratepayers/residents are beneficiaries if vehicle access permitted and

Consistent with Councitwide Local Law and as enforced at other beach communities, vehicle access to public
land a Wonga Beach should continue to be prohibited. Local Law can be enforced at Wonga Beach simply by
distributing an information memorandum similar to Attachment 13. This is low cost and worked successfully in
the past. Wonga Beach residents are largely law abiding. No additional signage is required.

Signed [signatures removed].
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A) Perceived Relevant Background

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

The Wonga Beach village is on a wedge of coastal land surrounded by nature reserves two of which are World
Heritage Parks. To the east the Great Barrier Marine Park, to the west a National Park and north across the
Daintree River is the iconic Daintree Forest Park. The approximate 10 km long beach is of world ranking
enhanced by a strip of lush vegetation. These are native Daintree Forest species unique to and surviving on
the hostile foreshore environment.

The beach is the focus of the community for beach type recreation i.es exercise, picnicking, contemplation,
bird watching, fishing, swim ming, access 'co nature etc. Most residents are passionate, as we are, about
presenting the beach and foreshore by ensuring it is not abused.

All public areas at Wonga Beach are administered by the Douglas Shire Council. A well as its other obligations
to the Community (see Attachment 1), the Council promotes its self as being environmental responsible/active
with a focus on sustainability and protecting nature.

The beach is open to wind and wave erosion. The sand dunes and coastal vegetation are a natural defence
protecting the land and buildings behind it. As detailed in Attachments 2 and 3, destruction of the foreshore
vegetation and damage to the sand dunes has severe long term adverse consequences as well as weakening
short term protection in the event of a severe storm/cyclone. Climate change with the resulting rise in sea
levels and increase in the severity and frequency of tropical storms makes dune and foreshore vegetation
protection and regeneration essential. Human impact particularly by vehicles must be minimised preferably
eliminated.

As itemised by Birds Australia (see Attachment 4) Wonga Beach is an ideal habitat for a wide variety of birdlife.
These include the following whose conservation status is listed as either vulnerable or endangered by the
Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage Protection,

a) The Beach Stone Curlew is listed as Vulnerable (seeAttachment 5). Historically there have been at least
two breading pairs on Wonga Beach 2 one towards the mouth of the Daintree River and the other
onshore from Bell's Reef.

b) The Eastern Curlew is listed as Critically Endangered (seeAttachment 6). Historically this bird has been
seen near the mouth of the Daintree River feeding for the long migration to breeding areas in -the
Northern Hemisphere.

C) The Greater Sand Plove is listed as vulnerable. Again this bird makes use of Wonga Beach as a feeding
area for the long migration to Asia.

Significantly these three species feed in the intertidal zone and are thus particularly vulnerable to vehicular
traffic. The protection of the two migratory species could be subject to Intern ational Migratory Bird
Agreements. The Beach Stone Curlew nests in sea grasses in the dunes.

All native bird species are vulnerable to human interference particularly vehicles. Shorebirds gulls, terns and
skimmers on the beach and dunes while the Orange Footed Scrub fowl nests are readily destroyed in the
foreshore forest. Waterfowl near the mouth of the Daintree River are again susceptible .

An old (pre-amalgamation with Cairns) Douglas Shire Council sign &ee Attachment 7) still on Wonga Beach
succinctly itemises the benefits of protecting vegetation on the foreshore.

Allowing vehicles on Public Areas is very controversial. As a resulf in November 2015 The Cairns Post (see
Attachment 8) sought the views of its readers by asking "Should vehicles be allowed on beaches south of the
Daintree". 'The response was an unequivocal near 80% no.

ATVs are dangerous.ATV models can weigh up to 250 kg and reach speed over 100 km/hour. Every year AT\s
(Quad Bikes) are a major cause of death and serious injury. In the years from 2011 to 2016 there were 104
guad bike fatalities in Australia involving 11 children aged 11 years or under. Although a considerable number
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8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

of fatalities wer e caused by roll over, about half were caused by uneven terrain including sand. An example
was a fatality on One Mile Beach Port Stewart in 2015 where an ATV hit soft sand and flipped.

Alcohol is a major cause of ATV fatalities and injuries.

Non-fatal ATV injuries are not recorded in Australia but in the USA there were about 120 ATV reported injuries
per fatality.

Understandably Governments both State and Federal are imposing restrictions on age and training of
operators, number of passengers and mandating use of safety equipment etc. ATVs do qualify under Transport
Operations (Road Use Management?2 Roads) Regulations for restricted use on roads.

Because ATVs normally operate in remote areas the fatality/injury statics represent and regulations are
designed to safeguard operators of these vehicles. Public safety where ATVs operate for those using the beach
for more traditional activities is not: dealt with. Most perceive NIA/s on public areas as incompatible.

Under the current and historic Douglas Shire Coundl Local Laws, including those inherited from the Cairns
Regional Council, vehicles are prohibited on all Council controlled areas in the Shire. (SeeAttachment 9) For
absolute clarity this prohibition includes the reserves, foreshore, beaches, footpaths and pedestrian alley ways
behind the beaches and includes all public controlled areas at Wonga Beach (SeeAttachment 13). The
Queensland Summary Offences Act 2005 section 1 1A (seeAttachment 10) makes it a public nuisance offence
co drive a motor bike (inc ludes a-wheeled) on public land in contravention of Local Law.

Since de-amalgamation from Cairns Regional Council the Douglas Shire Council has over the itervening years
"permitted” ATVs on Wonga Beach by generally letting it be known, and despite signage prohibiting vehicles on
the foreshore, that Local Laws would not be enforced. Totally uncontrolled access to the beach and foreshore
has and is permitted. No formal approvals allowing access havebeen issued. The Council states it cannot do
otherwise because of the remoteness of the beach and its extensive length. This is confirmed by a letter ( see
Attachment 11) to Mrs Carol Fleming from Department of Local Government following a discussion by them
with Mr Hoye - a Douglas Shire Council executive.

As a result the length of Wonga Beach becomes, when the tide is low, an unregulated dangerous high speed
motorised racetrack for motor bikes and ATVs, Many/most vehicles are unlicensed and uninsured and often
driven by unsupervised juvenile drivers (even children) joy riding and/or racing, doing wheelies or fishtailing
after birds. Often vehicles are overloaded and occupants do not wear helmets. ATVs are brought in from other
locations for an afternoon of hooning. Recently 4x4 road vehicles have begun driving the length of the beach.

The hard evidence showing trashing of the foreshore vegetation and increase in erosion of the sand dunes by
removal of the sea grass cover, both of theses a consequence of vehicle access, is there for all to see. Both
breeding pairs of vulnerable Beach Stane-Curlew have gone and the critically endangered Eastern Curlew
hasn't been seen for a considerable period. Several Orange Footed Scrubfowl nests have been destroyed used
as ATV and motor bike jumps. Most shorebirds have gone.

The Douglas Shire Council daes enforce Local Law prohibiting riding/driving on other close by beaches - see
Attachment 12 attached. Newell Beach is about 2 km from the south end of Wonga Beach.

There are options other than the use of public areas for Wonga Beach resident youth to dri ve ATMs safely and
under supervision. Nearby Daintree Station has a specialised quad bike adventure trail. Convenient acess to
the Daintree River mouth for fishers other than along the beach by ATV is readily available via South Arm
Drive. An ATV could be used on this route if registered as a non-complying vehicle.

There is no difference in youth offending depending on access for ATVs to a public beach. Nearby Newell and
Cooya beaches, where the Douglas Shire Council prohibit vehicles and enforce compliane, do not suffer a
higher incident of youth offending compared to Wonga where vehicles are permitted.

Permitting uncontrolled access to vehicles on public land ail Wonga Beach is almost certainly to expose, in the
event of damage property or injury or deat h on public areas, the Councillors and Executives of the Douglas
Shire Council charges of negligence breach of duty. Further the small number of Douglas Shire Council
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ratepayers will be exposed to a significant financial risk in this event if a Court award ed damages or
compensation under the Queensland Civil Liability Act. The iisk of an accident involving ATVs particularly in a
public area can be readily foreseen, the consequences are not insignificant and the Douglas Shire Council must
take those precautions a reasonable person would have made in the circumstances. Currently with
uncontrolled access the Council is vulnerable.

B) Conclusions from Above

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

The Douglas Shire Council does not have and never had a mandate fom the Wonga Beach residents 'to allow
vehicle access of any form onto public areas. The premise by the Council that there is strong community support
for such access is a dreadful mistake. However, any decision on vehicle access to sensitve natural areas cannot
be made by poll. The Douglas Shre Council must, through environment leadership, act as advocate for the
native vegetation and wildlife it is obligated to protect.

ATVs are dangerous machines incompatible with areas frequented by the public.

ATVs on the foreshore and beaches anywhereand under all situations are unacceptable from an environmental
point of view. These special areas cannot be abused as though they contain no life. Everyone has a special
obligation to protect vulnerable or endangered wildlife. Most look to the Council for leadership for this.

As well as harming wildlife, by their very nature, ATVs physically destroy sand dunes with long lasting adverse
effects in the future amplified by the advent of climate change.

The actions of vehicle users/operators have proven self-regulation or regulation by residents is not realisable.
Compliance must be vigorously imposed on an ongoing basis.

If The Douglas Shire Council were to allow vehicular access in any form on Wonga Beach a significant enduring
commitment of scarce funds and executive and administrative time to enforce a complex compliance regime will
be essential. This would include among other things:

Maintaining a current register of vehicles and undertake annual safety checks,

Ensuring CTP, property insurance and pubic liability insurance for all vehicles is valid and up to date,
Issue and renew permits to access the beach,

Ensure driver's licences for those operating vehicles on public areas are ail all times current and valid,
Carry out frequent and random on the be ach compliance enforcement. This of necessity will have to
focus on holidays and after hours requiring overtime payment to compliance officers. This would also
require the purchase, maintenance insurance and registration of an NIA/ enabling the Douglas Shire
Council compliance officers to regularly patrol the approximately 7 km of beach and foreshore proposed
for vehicles,

f Liaise and assist with Police on alcohol and drug testing (a major issue), ensure non-complying vehicles
using roads to access public aeas have conditional. registration, including CTP insurance, under
Queensland Transportation Regulations, assist when the inevitable accident causing death or serious
injury occurs,

Th TR TR TR T

f Make executive time available to defend charges of negligence and defend claims for damages,

f Liaise with the Department of Transportation to maintain a register of non -complying vehicles accessing
public areas which are issued conditionally,

f Install and maintain a considerable amount of new signage the whole 10 km of Wonga Be ach,

f  Monitor the health of the vital sand dunes and undertake remedial repairs when necessary,

f  Monitor the health of the foreshore forest and take remedial action when required,

f  Monitor the status of all wildlife particularly birds during their breeding season.

f  This may require closing the beach to vehicular traffic,

f Prosecute serious offenders including impounding vehicles and defending sich action in court if
necessary.

f Make executive time available to assist insurance companies either as defendant or gaintiff and

f Manage and coordinate all of the above.
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The above is perceived to be the minimum necessary to ensure Douglas Shire Council ratepayers are not at
risk by being forced to pay substantial court awarded damages for breach of duty by the Council in the event
of a fatality, injury or major property damage caused by a vehicle(s) on a public area at Wonga Beach. It
would also reduce the chances of Councillors and Senior Executives being cited for negligence.

7) It should also be noted that north of Giblin Road is not a public free zone. There are dwellings along the north
end of Snapper Island Drive and South Arm Drive and during the tourist season there is a large population at
Pinnacle Holiday Park seeking a beach holiday. These visitors contribute to tre local economy and deserve
assurance that the beach is safe for them and their children; and

8) There are readily available options for the relatively few ATV enthusiasts to enjoy their recreation in other places
other than the Wonga Beach public foreshore.

Attachment 1
From Local Governments Accountability to Community- Department of Local Government Racing and Cultural Affairs

Nevertheless, local governments and councillors are required to conduct their local government functions and
activities in accordance with principles set out in the Acts:

f transparent and effective processes, and decisionmaking in the public interest:

f sustainable development and management of assets and infrastructure, and delivery of effective services,
democratic representation, social inclusion and meaningful community engagement

good governance of and by local government

ethical and legal behaviour of councillors and local government employees,

~ —h
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Attachment 2
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. DUNE CONSERVATION

COASTCARE

e e e
e e

FACT SHEET

Why are we revegetating the SRR [oreshore?
The following “snippits” explain {in brief) the benefits of repairing and maintaining

ok native dung vegetation,

21 THE COASTAL S5YSTEM (i)

The coastline has a number of natural defences
against waves. These include the offshore
seabed, the sandbars on which waves break,
beaches and dunes. The dunes are nature's last
line of defence, They restrict the intrusion of
waves, wind, salt spray and sand into the back
beach areas. They act as a reservoir for
resupplying sand to a beach during storms and
they provide for a transition from marine to
terrestrial environments, Unfortunately, in many
locations along the coast, dunes have been
removed, replaced or adversely affected by:

* residential development

® protecion works, e.g., seawalls

®* modifications to the dune shape

* uncontrolled pedestrian or vehicular access

* heavy mineral mining and/or sand

extraction activibies.

DUNE REVEGETATION
i

OBJECTIVES

The major abjective of any dune revegetation
program should be to provide sufficient plant
COVER LD protect against wind erosion (Fig. 45k
Species native to the coastal dune system are
adaped to survive the hostile environment of
drifting sand, strong winds, salt spray and

infertile soils, They provide long term stability to r—"' Dominont Wind Drectian

the system,

A successful revegelation program will also
provide other benefits 1o the goastal system
including increased protection for landward

fauna, particularly birds, and enhanced beach
AMETiky.

Repair of damaged dunes  {ii}

Why are dunes important?

Wegalaled frontal dures play an imporiant part in
coastal processes. They prolect the beach in
frant and the lend behind acting &z a bufler
againsl weve allack and a source of sand during
periods of erosion. Dune vegelalion lraps wind
blorwn sand alding duni bwild-up and preventing
gand moving inland whane i1 S st 1o the
beachidune syaiam.

How are dunes damaged?

Cunes and the vegelalion they supgort ang
damaged by Cyclanes, EIOMM SUrges, wave
overwash, sall water inundation, sirong winds,
droughts, bush fires and parasite atlack. Aparl
v theae natural causas man's activities vz
grazing, burning, development and ool and
wehicular 1raflic oflen resull in damage of
destructian ol vegetated dunes,

What happens il dunes are damaged?

Destruction of wehatation an the lrontal dunes
resulls inilialhy in the development of bare areas
on the dume, Bnd these are subject o wind aclion
and becommae blowouls, Further damage Causes
1he whale Trontal dune system o become mobile
and move in & landward direclion, Sand blown
lanchwarnd e 1he beach 8 a0 longer trapped in
thix frontal dung. The volume of sand near (he
beach in lhe dune decreases and sIONM waves
franvel lurther inland o dissipale heir energy and
beach erosion rales are acoelerated The mobile
dunes cover anything i Lheir palkh and serndus
properly damage aoours in S0me angas

I—-—"]Enm]l‘d Slope - Cresk T Slope -—'v-]
[_-—— &m

.1._';,'2-—-'/ &
areas and amenities, improved habitat for native | " A

— T Emisti Frofile

Lardwornd
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3m

Approx. Mean Seg Lawel  Om

Typical Profile for o Re-established Frontal Dune

(1)
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DUNE CONSERVATION

COASTCARE
e

DUNE VEGETATION
FREVEMT WIHD ENI;JSIQN by decrmaving wind
ipeed a1 ground level

ELIILD UF EAKMD DUMES and thus REDUCE THE
EXTENT OF RUCESSRON FROCUCTD BY & STORM
REDRME WANVE ERDSIOH CAUSED OY OWERWATH
where desae vegelablon eutils

EIGENERATE RATURALLY AFTER STOEM DAMAGE
= wheie dume manspemant 3llows

TOLERATE A BOSTILE ENWVIECOHMENT = of high
winds, waly spray, 1and Blait, cevoring by sand, sisdy 8
soil and linlle wate:

ACCEPT MASSIVE MOVEMENTS OF THE DUNES
Badh werlicaily dndl hnrizontally

FUMCTEOMN A5 & TELF SUPRORTIMG COMBMUMITY
whewe planti are mutsally deopesdean Far pracection
asafl fywirieed dupply

B seer

PREVENT DARECT WAVE (ROSHIN — dawne dand is
nnl siegngly bound by roots under wavs stagk
SURVIVE DIRECT WAVE ATTACK — mwich of Ihe
seaward wepedalion will e destroyed in 2 domm
TOLERATE EXCESSIVE PHYSICAL DAMAGT —
i by people, siock o soebacles

TOLERATE PMISAANACEMINT puch agi—,
MOWING: which destings some specici and
juvonites o nrhess

TOFSMLING: which prevenls leoe drsinage and &
o| weimlable loe growth ol masy mabusa] dune dpecio
OVERFERTILIZING: which can be inaie 1a wme

s

INTROGU FION OF UMSTITABLE FLANT SPECIES
| rome undesirable planty displace natural wegriation
8 — othen web se palm ees s nol sedues wind

i eimnn amd sidelerale wave rrovion when thier 126 {ii]

FACT SHEET

DUNEYECETATION

CANNOT

27 VEGETATION ()

Mative coastal vepgetation is well .u,d,aph:d ta
withstand harsh conditions such as strong wind,
salt spray, sand drift and infertile soils. [t can
have a profound impact on several of the
pathways of the sediment budget and can
therefore considerably influences the rate of
shoreline movement. Dune vegetation, together
with the dune ridge, provides pratection for
more sensitive landward plants. They reduce the
exposure which would otherwise quickly kill

these species.

Eristing pedfesirion secerr 1x e beach o Ll ek cocld &
tgrared dr e providion df penpenlF cowsiruried walk WA, .
{iit)

DUNE ACCESSWAYS

Acceasways are used 1o allow pedestrians and
vehicles access o dunes in a manner which
protects bolh the dunes and adjoining vegetation,
They are fenced to direct and conline the
maovement of traffic, The dune surface is
generally protected by materials such as board
and chain bo prevent sand blowing from the
accessway and 1o provide traction for iralfic.

74 FENCING

Fencing on either side of accessways {vehicular
and pedestrian) is usually necessary as traffic, if
neot controlled, tands to divert from the traclk.

This iz particularly evident with pedestrian
traffic. If accessway waffic is not confined to the
tracks, significant darnage can occur b both
mature and establishing dune vegetation.

Egard and Chain Accessways

Board and chain accessways have been
designed to adjust to the changing dune profile,
They are flexible, and the boards act as sand traps
=0 that wilh proper maintenance they can
accommodale sand loss due 1o waves, and sand
gain due to wind. Construction details are {;]

)]

(i)

REFEREMCES
COMSTAL TURE MANAGEMERT *, Seil Corsenali
of MBl. P 5 23,25,

"CofigrAL. DONE MANAGEMENT * (R8T, Beach
Probechion Fubority , QLO. woRd,v-03.2, wiol.

LT} IenseavE Swipe norTHERN BEACHES I f1a8)

by Praket hion r.],u|-1-1|;|r'.-hl-?5J LD, ﬁ!IS'Iq.
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Attachment 3

Beach Protection Authority

The Depariment of Environment has oversll
responsibility for coastal pianning. The Department's
Beach Pratection Authorily has technical expertise in
coaslal works 2nd provides advice to Local Councils.

The Beach Protection Authority has produced Erosion
Prone Aree Plans for the Quesnsland Coast. These
pians relate to the area of the coast that may be subjec
to erosion by tidal walers within the next 50 years.

These plars are used by the Councl's pianners when
planning new coasial developments.

What can you do?

e You can plant a range of trees, shrubs and ground
covers thal encouwrage wildiife on your property. A list
of suilsble species can be obtsined from the
Councis Environmental Officer or the Counch

* Use the ssiablished tracks through the beach scrub
1o ths beech rathar than opening Naw onss.

e Please do net cut down or remove vegetation from
the parks along the foreshore. Trees, bushes and
ground covers musl not be removed withoul
Council's permission.

« Dispose of garden prunings n your gerbegs ¢
compost bins, NOT in the foreshore vegetation where
it could become an environmental wesd.

For further information :

Douglas Shire Council
PO Box 357

Mossmen 4873
Environmental Officer
Tel (07) 4095.8450

Beach Protection Authority
PO Box 155

Tel (07) 3227. 8494
Fax (07) 3221.0768

Department of Environment
10-12 McLeod Strest

Caims 4370

Tel (07) 4052.2043

Fax (07) 4052.3045
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Beaches for Everyono

Tha Douglas Shire has sround 114km of cozstiing on the
Coral Sea which includes the Greet Barrier Reef.
Rainforest covered hils meeting the reef is evident along
sections of this coast, drawing over one milion fourisls
each year to experience Tis natural beauty.

The great majority of residants of Dougles Shire have
also chosen to live glong this coastline in communities
such =s Port Douglas, Newell, Cooya, Wongs and O2x
Beach, The residents of these areas have recreational,
amenity and lifsstyle needs which st fmes may impact
upon the coastal environment.

Dunes - The first defence

The front $and dunes act s barriers against the action of
waves end lides, and are & source of sand for the beach
during periods of eroslon. If they are damaged by storm
weves, the remaining vegslation traps sand biown from

the beach and the dune is reformed.

Dunes are built by wind
and wsve W) acliion.
Vegetation L7 R plays an
important 1§ role in
determining ‘f the size,
shape and 8 stability of
forsdunes.

Pioneer dure plants
such as Besch Bean,
Gosts Foot Convolvulus,

Beach Grass end Sea Letluce trap and hold wind biown
sand. This sand acie a5 a resenvoir for the beach during
periods of wave erosion. In the absence of this
vegatation, wind blovn sand moves inland and is fost to
the dune systam.

Moving Sands

The main scurces of sand for ceastal areas are streams
and rivers, iogether with coral and shell fragments. A
beach s never static. Sand is easily moved by the
forces of waves, currents and wind. High energy storm
waves erode sand from the beach. This sand is
deposited offshore 2s submerged sand bars. During
caimer periads, low enargy waves move (Fis sand back
fo the beach,

Erosion Is a natural part of beach behavicur. Ssawalls
and groynes can aclually cause or worsen erosion by
blocking natural sand movemeant. This type of eroslon is
of real concern because the sand cannot be easiy
restored by natural coastal processes.

O_Mm N N Eresion
shereline \ 3 Neow shore-
Accretfion

ling
\ ; Direction of SEA
Predominent i Il|||'rr A '
weve direction Ol eoere lranspor

GROYNES

Vegefation - what it can do

° Prevent wind erosion

e Build up dunes and thus reduce the extent of
recession preduced by a storm.

° Provides shelter 20d protection from the winds
and climatic forces of the Cora Sea.

Deetrucion of vegetation cn the frontsl dunes resulls
intially in the developments of bare areas on the dune
and these are subject to wind action and become
blowouts.

It is oflen necessary 1o revegetals the damaged areas
to prevent wing arosion and restore dune stability.

...Pd.}_n»r.rw ..Jn W ﬁWu\r 2

Vegetation - what it cannot do

. Prevent direct wave erosion. .

a Tolerate excessive physical Gamage - causad by
peopa or vehicies.

. Tolerate mismanagement such as - mowing,
introduction of unsukable piant species (eg
Singapore Dalsy),

Biodiversity Values

A variety of wiiFe is also dependent on the protection of
this strip of coastal vegetation. The Beach Stone-curiew
Is one rare species of bird which nests amengst beach

vegetation, as does the
Orange- smeamye footed Scrub
Fowl, A SR e wide range of
cther birds, bats, lizards
and  frogs rely on coastal
vegetation for food and
sheller,

One of the ® rerest  forest
lypes also exnst on

coastal sand dunes, These are vine farests (rainforest),
with scattered exarmples remaining at Nosh Beach, Feur
Mie Beach and other locations.

Council’'s Role

The area between residential proparty boundaries and
lhe sea is state land (zoned &s esplanade, beach resarve
stc.). Under the Beasch Prolection Act 1868, the
management responsibility for protection of coastal
vegetation lles with local governments.

Thus, permission from the Council is required to
clear or prune vegetation on state land in beach
arsas. Penailies may apply to individusls who do not
obtain parmission from Coungil,
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Attachment 4

eBirdField Checklist Wonga Beach
ebird.org/australia/hotspot/L1853665
105 species (+@ther taxa)- Yearround, AllYears

This checklist is generated with data from eBeHird.org), a global database of bird sightings from birders like you.
If you enjoy this checklist, please consider contributing your sightings to eBird. It is 100% free to take part, and your
observations will help support birders, researchers, and eoraionists worldwide.

Waterfowl

Spotted Whistlingbuck
Wandering Whistlingouck
Radjah Shelduck

Pacific Black Duck
Megapodes
Orangefooted Scrubfowl
Pigeons and Doves
Spotted Dove

Brown Cuckodove (Australian)
Common Bronzewing
Peaceful Dove
Barshouldeed Dove
Wompoo FruitDove
Rosecrowned FruitDove
Torresian ImperiaPigeon
Topknot Pigeon
Cuckoos

Little BronzeCuckoo
Frogmouths

Papuan Frogmouth
Swifts

White-throated Needletail
Australian Swiftlet
Shorebirds

Bush Stoneurlew
Beach Stoneurlew
PiedStilt

Australian Pied Oystercatcher
Pacific GoldeiPlover
Masked Lapwing

Lesser San®lover
Greater SandPlover
Redcapped Plover
Whimbrel

Eastern Curlew
Bartailed Godwit
Sharptailed Sandpiper
Sanderling

Shorebirds continued
Common Sandpiper

Greytailed Tattler
Common Greenshank
Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers
Silver Gull

Little Tern

Gultbilled Tern
Caspian Tern

Sterna sp.

Crested Tern

Lesser Crested Tern
Frigatebirds, Boobies, and Gannets
Lesser Frigatebird
Brown Booby

Pelicans

Australian Pelican
Herons,lbis, and Allies
Great Egret
Intermediate Egret
White-faced Heron
Eastern Reef Egret
Cattle Egret

Striated Heron
Australian White Ibis
Strawtnecked lbis
Royal Spoonbill
Vultures, Hawks, and Allies
Osprey
Blackshouldered Kite
Pacific Baza

Black Kite

Whistling Kite
Brahminy Kite
White-bellied SegEagle
Kingfishers

Little Kingfisher
Laughing Kookaburra
Forest Kingfisher
Sacred Kingfisher
Beeeaters, Rollers, and Allies
Rainbow Beeater
Falcons and Caracaras
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Nankeen Kestrel
Australian Hobby
Cockatoos

Sulphurcrested Cockatoo
Parrots, Parakeets, and Allies
Doubleeyed FigParrot
Rainbow Lorikeet
Scrubbirds and Bowerbirds
Tooth-billed Bowerbird
Honeyeaters
Yellowspotted Honeyeater
Graceful Honeyeater
Dusky Honeyeater
Blackchinned Honeyeater
Helmeted Farbird
Thornbills and Allies
Yellowthroated Scrubwren
Atherton Scrubwren
Mountain Thornbill
gerygone sp.
Woodswallows
White-breasted Woodswallow
Bellmagpies and Allies
Black Butcherbird

Cuckooshrikes
Blackfaced Cuckooshrike
White-bellied Cuckooshrike
Varied Triller

Whistlers and Allies
Bower's Shrikethrush
Golden Whistler

Old World Orioles

Yellow Oriole
Australasian Figbird
Drongos

Spangled Drongo
Fantails

Willie Wagtalil

Grey Fantail

Monarch Flycatchers
Magpielark

Leaden Flycatcher
Australasian Robins
Greyheaded Robin
Martins and Swallows
Welcome Swallow

Fairy Martin

Tree Martin

Starlings and Mynas
Metallic Starling
Common Myna
Flowerpeckers
Mistletoebird

Sunbirds and Spiderhunters
Olivebacked Sunbird

Old World Sparrows
House Sparrow
Estrildids

Redbrowed Finch
Scalybreasted Munia
Chestnutbreasted Manniki
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Attachment 5
Beach stone -curlew [ -
Common names: beadtone-curlew or beach thicknee £

Scientific name: Esacus magnirostris

Family: Burhinidae -
[
Conservation statusThe beach stoneurlew is listed as s.i-gg

Vulnerable in Queensland (Nature Conservation Act 1992)»-—/
and it is ranked as a high priority under the depaetitis

-t s
Back on Track species prioritisation framework. "g_

Description The beach stoneurlew is a very large thieset

wader that is readily distinguished from all other waders bygc.ach stonecwlevv Picnic Island Great Sandy Straits
its large size, massive bill with yellow patches at the base, Photo: D Stewart, Queensland Government
and bold black athwhite pattern on the head.

Adult beach stoneurlews have a large head, slightly uptilted bill, hunched profile, stout legs and
thick 'knees' (ankles). The upper body, forehead, crown and nape ardgreym with a distinctive

black and white pattern oits face, shoulders and secondary wings. The shoulder isbgogyn and
bordered by white, separating it from the remainder of the wing which is grey. The throat and breast
are a paler greyprown and the belly is white.

The bill is predominantly black withyellow base and the eyes and legs are yellow. In flight, the
flight feathers are mostly black with a large white patch on the back of the flight feathers.

Young beach stoneurlews are similar to the adults, except the yellow at the base of the lililis
and the eyebrow stripe is broken by black above the eye and the ¢peyn feathers on the back
are edged with white.

Habitat and distribution

The beach stoneurlew is usually found on open, undisturbed beaches, islands, reefs, and estuarine
intertidal sand and mudflats, preferring beaches with estuaries or mangroves nearby. However, this
species also frequents river mouths, offshore sandbars associated with coral atolls, reefs and rock
platforms, and coastal lagoons.

The beach stoneurlew has beewbserved around the north coast of Australia and associated

islands from Derby in Western Australia to the Manning River in New South Wales. The species has
largely disappeared from the soutkastern part of its former range, and is now rarely recorded on
ocean beaches in New South Wales. In Queensland, beach@idies's are uncommon on beaches

in the south of the state but numbers gradually increase northward.

Life history and behaviour

Beach stonecurlews are largely sedentary, with young birds not moving very far from the parental
territory. Beach stoneurlews are usually solitarily or in pairs, although occasionally small groups of
up to five birds can be observed. The activity ofdieatonecurlews is largely dictated by tides. At

high tide, they can be found roosting in the shade of trees or at fringes of mangroves. When resting
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they are often seen standing on one leg or squatting with their feet forward under their body, similar
to other waders. At low tide they move out onto the exposed intertidal mudflats, sandflats,
sandbanks and sandpits to feed on crabs and other marine invertebrates.

Beach stonecurlews breed from September to February. Their nests can often be located on
sandanks, sandpits, or islands in estuaries, coral ridges, among mangroves or in the sand
surrounded by short grass and scattered casuarinas-¢shks). Typically one egg is laid per season
but a second may be laid if the first is lost. Both parents caréhiohatchling who remains
dependant on them for 7 to 12 months.

During the night, breeding beach stowarlews use a harsh, wailing territorial call which is higher
pitched, harsher and less fluty than that of the bush stondew. When alarmed, the spes may
vocalise with a weal yapping.

Threatening processes

The stronghold for this species in Queensland is on the Great Barrier Reef, where threatening
processes for these birds are very few (Milton 1998). On the mainland, threatening processes for
beachstone-curlews include pollution due to residential and industrial development. Feral cats, dogs
and pigs are also a threat due to predation of adults, chicks and eggs. Human disturbance from
activities such as walking dogs off their leashes, boatingpaffl vehicles and beaatombing can

also severely impact on the natural behaviour of these birds.

Recovery actions

f Protect important habitat areas from urban and industrial development, and pollution.
f Restrict or control access to beaches where these l@rdgesident, particularly during the
breeding season.

Increase public awareness about the effects of beach/sand dune driving.

Educate dog owners to restrain their animals in habitat areas.

Implement control measures for feral animals.

f Monitor populationsto determine longterm trends.

= T TH

What can you do to help this species?
You can help this species by:

f avoiding driving or operating all forms of vehicles and recreational devices on beaches and
mudflats.

f keeping dogs under control and well away from feedingsting and nesting sites.

f preventing pollution- remember that rubbish and pollutants discarded on the land often
end up in waterways.

80| Page



Attachment 6

Eastern curlew

Common name: eastern curlew

Scientific name: Numenius madagascariensis

Family: Scolopacidae (curlews, sandpipers, snipes and
godwits)

Conservation statusThe eastern curlew is listed as
Endangered in Queensland (Nature Conservation Act 1992)
Nationally the curlew is listed as Geétlly Endangered and is
identified as a 'Listed Migratory Species' (Environment

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999). Itis also  Eastern curlew Photo: A McDougall, Queensland
identified as a migratory species in appendices to the Bonn Government

Convention, and in JAMBA (Japan/Australia MigraRirgt

Agreement), CAMBA (China/Australia Migratory Bird Agreement) and ROKAMBA (Republic of
Korea/Australia Migratory Bird Agreement). It is ranked as a low priority under the department's

Back on Track species prioritisation framework

Description

Theeastern curlew is the largest wading bird that visits Australia, with females (the larger of the
sexes) reaching up to 66cm tall. It has an elongated, elegantly curved bill for probing in mudflats, and
long olivegrey legs that enable them to wade in boggas. The eastern curlew is pale brown

above and below with finely streaked blalskown mottling over their head, neck and breast and

heavy dark brown mottling on their back. Juveniles resemble adults but are paler with finer streaking
on the breast andheir bill is initially much shorter, slowly growing to adult length. The eastern

curlew has a mournful, haunting yet melodious call and a deliberate, steady walk. This species is
wary and quick to take flight, usually needing only a short-@iiteun.

Habitat and distribution

The eastern curlew is found on sheltered coasts,
mangrove swamps, bays, harbours and lagoons that
contain mudflats and sandflats, often with beds of &
seagrass. At high tide, when their feeding habitat
becomes inundated, they move &altpans, sand
dunes and other open areas where they roost above
the high water. For this reason, the eastern curlew
needs two types of habitat in order to survive, one
within the tidal zone, and one above it.

The eastern curlew is found in coastal regions in the
north-east and south of Australia, including Tasmani
and is scattered in other coastal areas. On route from their Northern Hemisphere breeding grounds,

they are commonly seen in Japay& and Borneo with small numbers visiting New Zealand.

Eastern curlew Photo: A McDougall, QueenstaGovernment
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Life history and behaviour

The eastern curlew is a migratory species, moving south by day and night, usually along coastlines,
departing breeding areas in the Northern Hemisphere from-thity to lé&e September. The eastern
curlew flies along the East Asian Australasian Flyway arriving inwestern and eastern Australia
mostly in August. Large numbers arrive on the east coast from September to November. Most leave
again from late February to MdrcEastern curlews breed in Russia and nesistern China on

swampy moors and boggy marshes.

Eastern curlew chicks attempt their first migration when they are only six to eight weeks old, after
the adult birds have already departed. These chicks inhexit their parents an instinctive sense of
distance and direction required to navigate their migratory paths.

During low tide the eastern curlew uses its long probing bill to fish out worms and crustaceans from
deep mud. The species forages by day and rstgiking slowly on sandy and muddy flats, using its

bill to make rapid vertical exploratory probes, then a sudden deep thrust, sometimes immersing its
head to grab the food.

The eastern curlew will boost its body weight by between 40% and 70% befordinggaad will
lose all of this added weight within two or three days of continuous flying.

Threatening processes

To successfully complete their migration route of approximately 10,000km, the flight path of the
eastern curlew must include a chain of wetlaritiat enable them to rest, feed and replenish their

fat reserves. The loss of even small areas of wetland on these 'flyways' can be devastating to the
eastern curlew as they might not have the strength and energy required to complete their migration.
Major threats to wetlands are urban development, flood mitigation, agriculture and pollution.

Population studies for the eastern curlew estimate that this species has declined by approximately
58% between 1995 and 2010 (Studds et. al. 2017). This declinangalyllinked to the reliance of
these curlew on the feeding areas in the Yellow Sea during migration. These feeding areas in the
Yellow Sea have become degraded through environmental pollution, reclaimed for tidal power
plants and barrages, industrial uaad urban expansion and general human disturbance

Waders are very easily disturbed by activity that can interrupt their breeding, feeding or resting. For
example, causing an eastern curlew to take flight represents a significant disturbance as they use
critical energy that is required for migration and breeding. Disturbances, particularly repeated
disturbances that occur before or after migration, are particularly damaging because, without
sufficient energy reserves, they may be unable to complete thajration or breed. The main
disturbances to eastern curlews are from human activities such as driving on beaches and sand
dunes, and unrestrained domestic dogs.

Recovery actions

f Work with governments along the East Asiefiustralasian Flyway to prevedéstruction of
key migratory staging sites.

f Develop and implement an International Single Species Action Plan for eastern curlew with
all range states.

f Protect important habitat areas (wetlands and sand dunes) from urban and industrial
development and palition.
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Restrict or control access to areas used by these birds.

Increase public awareness about the effects of beach/sand dune driving.

Educate dog owners to restrain their animals in habitat areas.

Implement control measures for feral animals.

Manage impotant sites to identify, control and reduce the spread of invasive species.
Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and
the need to adapt them if necessary.

f Action relevant recommendations in the Draft Thrédtatement Plan for the Impacts of
Marine Debris on Vertebrate Marine Species (2017).

T TR Th THh TR T

What can you do to help this species?

f Avoid driving or operating all forms of vehicles and recreational devices on beaches and
mudflats, especially above the high tide rkavhere the eastern curlew roosts.

f Keep domestic animals such as dogs under control and well away from feeding/roosting
sites.

f If fishing from a sandbar, choose the opposite end to where the birds are gathered.

f Consider how your actions may disturb the teas curlew. For example, where you set up
camp or go for a stroll.

f Dispose of rubbish appropriatelyemember that rubbish and pollutants discarded on the
land often end up in waterways.

Attachment 7

A cynic would suggest this sign will be in place indefinitely as the vegetation has not regenerated: in
fact destroyed further. It has already been there 18 plus years.
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Attachment 8

S Should vehicles be allowed on beaches
|

south of the Daintree?

Teday's Bibke diowngi:

"But the Lord is the true God; He is the fiving
God and the everlasting King.~ Jeramizts
i0:1C 2, New Ravised Standard Versing,
Chosen by Bible Society.

Sirne ﬁ}.«ﬂ" Qb Vou Aoig
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Attachment 9

DOUGLAS

SHIRE COUNCIL

PO Box 723 Massman Qld 4873
www.douglas.gld.gov.au
enquiriesEdouglas.qld.gov.au
ABMN T 241 23T BOD

OUR REF: 863423

Administration Oifice

64 - 66 Front 3t Mossman
P Q7 4009 G444

F OF 4088 2902

15 August 2018

MrLyndonFerny
PO Box 1168
MOSSMAM QLD 4873

Dear Mr Ferry,

Enguiry RE: Vehicles on Public Land Wonga Beach

In responseto your letterdated 24 July 2018, please be advised ofthefollowing:

1.

2.

The copyofthe | etter distributed by Cairns Regional Coundll to Wonga
Beach residents that you requested, is endosed;

“our requestfor a copy ofa more recent |etter distributed to residents of
Cooya Beachand/or Mewell Beach, is unknown. However, a reminder
messageaimed at Mewell Beachresidents was postedto Coundl’s
Facebook page ond September 2017, following complaints about 40D
vehicles and quad bikes moving barriers andtraversing the beach. Acopy
ofthepostis endosed;

Thecurrent local laws were gazetted in 2011 and contain Scheduwle 25—
Eringing or driving motor wehicles onto local government controlled areas
in Zubordinate Local Law No. 1 (Administration) 2011. Vehides are not
permitted onlocal govemment controlled areas without th e approval of the
Council. For afull copy ofthelocal laws, a link to the Queensland Local
Laws Database can befound on Council's website.

Should you require any further information please contact Local Laws on
telephone 4000 9444,

Yours faithfully

S Robers
Team Leader Local Laws

Fage 1 of 1
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Attachment 10

l?
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1A  Unlawiul driving of motorbike on public land

1
it

\

Page 10

constravenitioey of o regubobives wcker s At or i ool Tow thint
populites aacess by padorhiboes we pobdic lasd, upless ghe

A porson el ot deve o molkor hike v publc Tawl in

Wrscdl ue o rensowiable et
|

Mlac i pensaliy— 20 pooalty vnits

e R e

= .
Currenl a5 af b Seplember 2014

Curmnary lemoes Ad 2005
Par 2 Qlferces

T —————— N - ——— —

I o vegubativns vmder this Aet or o ol lew reguiivees s person
te puessess o staold tepe of atheority while derving a neaoebike
vin bl ek o pursaons wle aiives o maoloriake oo puiilic
) ot b in prssession ol the sted athsordy while
deiving the medorbike. onless the person les a reasonable
ERCLI,

Mlawgmunm prenzaliy - 200 posadiy o,

A sy famed by oopodice officer diiving o motoehike on
L) mrciteawed tin subscctins 08 mosl preadiee e slubid
sttty fo e police ol keer o reguest,

lacc i penalii— 200 ponalty woiks

ot st ni—

el fe e (e necimving given by the £ Chnespationy
ek e Madgpement ) Act FRS oo inclodes o d-oheecled
pri g kel 1 wieehenn o the snne way s o mestorbiba,
poebdic fend. Tow soregubation or boval lea, meaes poblic bawd e
chefined vder Bee regdatiows o local L B oboses el e lerde
i Funl,

ol e 1hse BILUETITE R e |1Il. Lhs J:':rrrxlu-'ur { v puprie i
{ Roacred 1l Adervicdzesiiensti Aot PSS

Page 1 of 1
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Attachment 11

o II.-.' .

L ALMETHE
g l%rf‘ﬁrlr ¥
N
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Goregniil

Depatinent of Lecal Govemment,
Backeg ol Muilcalta Allals

O eod; MG AEMADT
f;rf\,n].q i F}m:._;.k_.'l

51 JuL 20

M Carod Flaming
carolf@exclusives e, com_al

Dipar Wa Flaming

Thank you for your email of 3 July 2018 o the Horourabla Stiting Hinchliffe MP,
ainteter for Local Government, Minister for Racing and Minister for Multicultural
Alfaire ragarding your conoems aroend Douglas Shive Counil's protection of the
loreshora and reserves al Wenga Beach from damage by racrealional wehichas, Tha
Minister has asked that | respond on his hehalf.

Under the Local Government Act 2009, it is Ihe respansibility of aach Local
Govarnment to make decieions appropriate 1o the local needs of il commuraly. 1 this
inelance, The matlers raised are operational and zolety for the Council's conskleration,
Nevertheless, an affieer of the Depariment of Local Government, Racing and
Multiculiural Affairs has contacted the Councll Lo delermine whal asaislance can ba
qiven.

Mr Paul Hoye, Manager, Susiainability lor Council subsequently advised that Council
is in the process of reviewlng ils local laws and thal Councillors recently workshopped
draft local laws and a new peficy deallng with the use of recreational yehicles on
formshores, He further advised that these drafl documents are likely lo be formally
considered by Council in the near future balore being pul out for puibslic copsutlation.

Mr Hoye further advised that Council s aware thal some communily members have

concerns about the use of recreational vehicles on Wonga Beach. However, the most

recant public consultation on the matter (onducted in e 2015) showes strong

communily aupport for allowing access by recreational wahicles, He adwvised that
Council has previously impounded mator bikes which have been used recklesshy on 1y
Wanga Beach, allhough the remoteness of the baach and ite axlensive lengih limils the

[ Councile ability lo enforcs local laws there.

In Quesnskand, thers is a legislative requirerment thal all Local Governments implermenl

a complainds management process bo imprave their accatantabdity amd resolva

comptaints, including those about the administrative actions aof the Local Governmernt.

Yaou can find information about fhe Council's Complaints (Adminisirative Adions) Policy
and Procedures on s websie al dauglas,gid.gov.awcouncil-informationicomplaints.

1 Willlaen Shipet Deislsamse
P B 15008 €l Easl
Cuaeenslond gooz Autratia
Telephiome-H01 7 1452 Foon
AEM 261 66 533 BRD
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I afler having made a complaint, you are dissatisfied with Council's response, you have
the option of referring the maller lo the Queensiand Ombudsman for review.
Complaints can be made to the Ombudsman by wriling lo GPO Box 3314, Brisbane
Old 4001, in person or by using the onfine complaint form which can be found at
www,ombudsman.gid.gov.au. The Ombudsman's office can also be contacted on

07 3005 7000 or toll-free (outskle Brisbane) on 1800 066 508.

i you require further Information, | encourage you to contact Mr Stephen Aglus, Acting
Regional Manager, Local Government and Regional Services {North) In the
Departmeant on 4037 2412 or by email al stephen.agius@digrma qld,gov.au.

Youes sincerely

Paul Caleon
Acting Deputy Director-General
Local Government and Regional Services
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Attachment 12

/\ Pre.J\'\/ A

pouglas Shire Councll A
Fubighad oy Douglas Shire Cound 171 - Septembar 12007 - Q@

Residents are reminced that It s strictly prohibiied to ridesdrive vehicles of
any fype {including ATV's or Quad Blkes] cn Newell Beach. Anycne found
1 be engaging in this activity may De Issued With a fine of $630.00. If you
can provide any information in reletion o these aclivities, please centacl
Councht on

4099 9444,
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Attachment 13

R%gailé?lsal

COUNCIL

Appahin 13

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE
RESIDENTS OF WONGA

COUNCIL'S LOCAL LAWS UNIT ARE INVESTIGATING THE RECENT INCREASE OF
ILLEGAL AND IRRESPONSIBLE USE OF MOTOR VEHICLES ALONG WONGA BEACH AND
NEARBY COUNCIL RESERVES. ALL RESIDENTS ARE ADVISED OF THE FOLLOWING:-

« [T IS AN OFFENCE TO OPERATE MOTOR VEHICLES ALONG THE BEACH OR
COUNCIL RESERVES;

« ATVa, QUAD BIKES, MOTOR BIKES, TRIKES, ARGOS, TRACTORS, 4Xds, AMD CARS
ARE NOT TO BE DRIVEN OF RIDOEN Ok THE BEACH OR COUNCIL RESERVES ;

COUNCIL AND POLICE OFFICERS REGULARLY CONDUCT PATROLS OF BEACHES
AND PUBLIC AREAS NON-COMPLIANCE MAY RESULT IN A PENALTY UP TO $2000;

« VEHICLES USED IN THE DIRECT LAUNCH AND RETRIEVAL OF BOATS ARE
PERMITTED TO TRAVEL ACROSS THE BEACH AT DESIGNATED POINTS. VEHICLES
MUST TAKE THE SHORTEST AND MOST DIRECT ROUTE TO AND FROM THE

WATER;

INFORMATION ABOUT ILLEGAL VEHICLE ACTIVITY ON THE BEACH OR COUNCIL
RESERVES CAN BE SUPPLIED TO COUNCIL BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC FOR
INVESTIGATION AND POSSIBLE PROSECUTION;

PLEASE RESPECT BEACH USERS AND OUR ENVIRONMENT BY RESTRICTING THE USE
OF MOTOR VEHICLES ON THE BEACH AND COUNCIL RESERVES;

PHONE COUNCIL'S LOCAL LAWS UNIT ON (07) 4000 nddd IF YOU REQUIRE FURTHER
INFORMATIOMN.
e

Z

Paul Hoye
Environmental Assessment Coordinator
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Appendix FivéEffects of Vehicles on Sand Dunes

STORATION TRUSy
SF NEW ZEALAND

DUNE RE

Technical Article No. 10.2

on sand dunes

INTRODUCTION

There is clear and irrefutable evidence from Vehicles that typically frequent beaches and
New Zealand and overseas experience that dunes include four-wheel-drives (4WDs), trail
the use of vehicles on beaches can cause bikes and quad bikes. Collectively they are
adverse environmental and social effects. termed off-road-vehicles (ORVs) in this article.

Agencies in New Zealand and around the world
have implemented a variety of management
strategies to control these effects on beaches,
and draws implications for the use of vehicles
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POLICY GOALS

National and regional policy documents
emphasise the importance of protecting the
natural character of the New Zealand coast and
avoiding or mitigating any adverse effects on

the coastal environment. Public access to the
coast is 8 matter of national importance that must
be maintained. However, there are clear policy
directives enabling access to be controlled if an
activity's environmental effects are deemed to

be adverse or if there are particular ecological,
cultural, or health and safety reasons for doing so.

Often these policy goals form key components of
council plans. Left unmanaged, the use of vehicles
on beaches, frequently leads to community and
council's aspirations for maintaining the beaches’
natural character being unfulfilled.

Different types of vehicle use are likely to
havedifferent impacts on individual beaches. For
example. the impacts from slow speed access
along the foreshore for fishing purposes will differ
from vehicles travelling at high speed in dune
areas. In addition, different beaches will have
different capacities to withstand the impacts of
vehicles. Use that may be seen as acceptable at
one place may not be appropriate at another.

VEHICLE USE

Vehicles are used on beaches for a wide variety
of reasons. These include:

« boat launching;
access for fishing and surfing areas;
sightseeing;
four wheel drive club activities:

racing (formal and informal);

events (e.g. thundercat racing, beach volley
ball etc);

technical (e.g. beach profiling, bird monitoring,
efc);

management (e.g. beach nourishment). and

commercial (e.g. fiming advertisements or
movies).

emergency services (including surf life saving);

Many of these activities, although perhaps benign
in isolation, contribute to a cumulative negative
impact upon the coastal environment. These
impacts can be directly on the beach systems
(i.e. physical or biological) or between beach
users (1.e. social conflict). An outline of the type
of potential impacts of vehicles on beaches is
provided.

Managing human effects on the complex and
dynamic geomorphological and ecological
processes that combine within the beach system
is a challenge world-wide. Human impacts on
beaches are related to the ways in which we
access beaches, as well as the types of activities
we undertake. and the duration and frequency of
those activities. Whilst all activities undertaken on
beaches could potentially have an impact on the
natural beach systems, vehicles have a greater
potential impact on beaches when compared to
pedestrians due to:

« the weight of the vehicle;

« the engine power transferred to the wheels;
« speed;

- potential range of vehicles:

« noise generated; and

« potential safety impact on other beach users
« (Lindberg and Crook, 1979).
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IMPACTS OF VEHICLES ON BEACHES

There are three key impacts of vehicles on
beaches:

*  Physical impacts - direct effect of pressure
from wheels driving on vegetation and
dunes;

« Impacts on biodiversity - indirect effects
related to loss of vegetation, changes in
microclimate

+ (localised atmospheric conditions such as
wind speed and temperature) loss of and
changes to biodiversity; and

+ Soclal and other impacts - vehicle use
that conflicts with non-motorised beach

users.

Adverse effects of vehicles
NO DISPUTE!

A significant body of literature on the subject of vehicles on beaches has been generated from the
United States over the last 30 years as well as impacts being recorded from many other places
aroundthe worid. The literature consistently reveals negative effects of vehicles on the beach
geomorphologicaland ecological systems (e.g. Sheridan, 1979).

The debate within the international literature focuses largely on how to manage vehicle use
on beaches and/or the carrying capacity of particular sites. There appears to be no dissenting
authors that suggest vehicles have no impact on natural beach systems. Popular literature and
writings from vehicle use advocacy groups (e.g. four wheel drive clubs, tourism organisations,

etc) also appear to discuss how to minimise the adverse effects rather than dispute that there are

effects of vehicle use on beach systems (e.g. Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, 2005).

1. Physical impacts

The direct impact of vehicles on beaches largely
relates to compaction and displacement of sand
and beach soils; localised stripping of vegetation;
damage to fauna: and creation of access tracks
over dunes, across the foreshore and through
vegetation. This in tum can lead to ‘blow-outs’ or
dune erosion.

Vegetation and soil

The stresses of turning wheels can crush plants,
break underground rhizomes (roots), reduce root
production and decrease the percentage cover of
vegetation and its diversity (Stephenson, 1999).
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