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5.8.  APPLICATION FOR PERMANENT ROAD CLOSURE ABUTTING LOT 6 
ON SP123877 OFF BANABILLA RD DEGARRA

REPORT AUTHOR: Susanna Andrews, Property Officer
GENERAL MANAGER: Darryl Crees, General Manager Corporate Services
DEPARTMENT: Governance

RECOMMENDATION

That Council:

1. advises the Department of Natural Resources and Mines that:

a. it objects to the proposed permanent road closure of an area of about 
7750 m2 abutting the northern boundary of Lot 6 on SP123877 and 
shown as Lot A on drawing CNS16/063P for the following reason:

i. the proposed road closure brings the property close to the 
Erosion Prone area along this part of the Bloomfield River as 
mapped in the proposed Douglas Shire Planning Scheme.  If the 
land were to erode in the future, it may restrict access to other 
parts of the Esplanade depending on the nature and extent of 
any erosion.

b. that, should the Department of Natural Resources and Mines approve 
the proposed permanent road closure, all costs associated with the 
road closure be paid by the applicant.

2. delegates authority to the Chief Executive Officer, in accordance with 
section 257 of the Local Government Act 2009, to finalise all matters 
associated with this matter.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A request has been received from the Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) 
for Council’s views in relation to a proposed permanent road closure of an area of about 
7750 m2 abutting the northern boundary of Lot 6 on SP123877 and shown as Lot A on 
drawing CNS16/063P, located off Banabilla Road, Degarra.

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 19 July 2016, Council determined to execute a 
form Part C as road manager in relation to the proposed road closure so the application 
could be lodged with the DNRM.  The application has now been lodged and is referred to 
Council for comment.

Following internal Council departmental consultation, it is recommended that Council 
advises the DNRM that it objects to the proposed permanent road closure.

BACKGROUND

In May 2016 Council received a request to execute, as road manager, form Part C 
‘Statement in relation to an application under the Land Act 1994 over State land’ for the 
proposed permanent road closure of an area of land abutting the northern boundary of land 
described as Lot 6 on SP123877, and located on Banabilla Road, Degarra.  The subject 
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land is shown as Lot A on the drawing below.  Council determined to execute the form at the 
Ordinary Meeting held on 19 July 2016, so that the application could be lodged with the 
DNRM.

The subject road is esplanade adjoining the Bloomfield River.

Council is now requested to provide its views in relation to the proposed road closure as the 
application has recently been lodged with the DNRM.  

The proposed use of the subject area, if the road closure is approved, will be for inclusion 
into Lot 6 on SP123877.  

It should be noted that the proposed closure area has been reduced in size from that 
previously presented to Council.  
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COMMENT

The esplanade is not needed for road purposes in the future as there are a number of 
unmade road reserves that connect all of the properties in this area.  Currently other 
properties along these unmade road reserves appear to gain access to the esplanade 
through Lot 6 on SP123877 and the proposed road closure area.  However, it is a general 
principle that Esplanade is retained for public use.

The original application for road closure forwarded to Council in May 2016 stated that there 
was ‘substantial erosion of the esplanade on the other side of the property’.  It is noted that 
the proposed road closure brings the property close to the Erosion Prone area along this 
part of the Bloomfield River as mapped in the proposed planning scheme.  If the land were 
to erode in the future, it may restrict access to other parts of the Esplanade depending on 
the nature and extent of any erosion.  The proposed closure is not supported from a 
planning perspective for this reason.

PROPOSAL

It is recommended that Council advises the DNRM that it objects to the proposed permanent 
road closure, as it brings the property close to the Erosion Prone area along this part of the 
Bloomfield River as mapped in the proposed planning scheme.

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

There will be no cost to Council if the road closure is approved.  However, Council will not 
receive any financial compensation from the State if the road closure is approved and the 
land annexed to Lot 6 on SP123877.  

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

There is the possibility of a future sea level rise due to climate change, or that erosion may 
occur to the land as it is esplanade adjoining the Bloomfield River.  If either of these occur, it 
is possible the esplanade may reduce in width, thereby making it impassable in the future.

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

Economic: There are no economic sustainability implications.

Environmental: Possible sea level rise due to climate change or erosion of the land 
presents implications for the preservation of the esplanade along the 
Bloomfield River.  

Social: There are no social sustainability implications.

CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN, POLICY REFERENCE

This report has been prepared in accordance with the following:

Corporate Plan 2014-2019 Initiatives:

Theme 5 – Governance
5.2.1 – Provide Councillors and community with accurate, unbiased and factual reporting to 
enable accountable and transparent decision-making.
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COUNCIL’S ROLE

Council can play a number of different roles in certain circumstances and it is important to be 
clear about which role is appropriate for a specific purpose or circumstance.  The 
implementation of actions will be a collective effort and Council’s involvement will vary from 
information only through to full responsibility for delivery.
 
The following areas outline where Council has a clear responsibility to act:

Agent Delivering a programme or activity for another organisation (usually 
another level of government).

Asset-Owner Meeting the responsibilities associated with owning or being the 
custodian of assets such as infrastructure.

CONSULTATION

Internal: Governance
Sustainable Communities
Infrastructure
Water & Wastewater
Finance
Development Assessment & Coordination
Executive Officer

External: Department of Natural Resources and Mines

ATTACHMENTS

1. Request from DNRM for Council's views [5.8.1]
2. Original application for permanent road closure [5.8.2]



      

  

 

Postal : 
DNRM 
PO Box 5318 
Townsville  QLD  4810 

 

 
 

Telephone :  (07) 4222 5427 
Fax:  (07) 4799 7533 
 

 

 
Author Stephen Lavery 
File / Ref number 2016/004160 
Directorate / Unit State Land Asset Management 
Phone (07) 4222 5428 

 
2nd December 2016 
  
Chief Executive Officer 
Douglas Shire Council 
Enquiries@douglas.qld.gov.au  
   
Dear Sir / Madam  
   
Application for permanent road closure 
 
The department has received the above application.  The application is to: 

 Permanently close an area of about 7750m2 abutting the northern boundary of Lot 6 on 
SP123877 and shown as Lot A on drawing CNS16/063P 

 
Please note that the closure area has been reduced from the original application presented to 
council and the Department is seeking further views of council. Please see attached amended 
drawing and original council approval.   
 
Please find enclosed a copy of the Notice published in the Government Gazette of 2nd December 
2016 relative to the above application. 
 
You are requested to display the notice of Application for Closure of Road at your office for the 
purpose of being viewed by the public in terms of Section 100 of the Land Act 1994. 
 
The applicant advises that the proposed use of the subject area, if the road closure is approved 
will be for inclusion into their adjoining freehold property.  
 
Any objections received may be viewed by other parties interested in the proposed road closure 
in accordance with the provisions of the Right to Information Act 2009. 
 
If you wish to discuss this matter please contact Stephen Lavery on (07) 4222 5428. 
 
All future correspondence relative to this matter is to be referred to the contact                                 
Officer at the address below or by email to Townsville.SLAMS@dnrm.qld.gov.au. Any hard copy 
correspondence received will be electronically scanned and filed.  For this reason, it is 
recommended that any attached plans, sketches or maps be no larger than A3-sized.                              
 
Please quote reference number 2016/004160 in any future correspondence. 
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Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Stephen Lavery 
Land Administration Officer 
State Land Asset Management 
Service Delivery-North Region 

 

Enc Government Gazette dated 2nd December 2016 
 Drawing CNS16/063P 
 Notice of Application for Closure of Road 
 Signed Part C 
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Land Act 1994 

OBJECTIONS TO PROPOSED ROAD CLOSURE NOTICE 
(No 47) 2016 

Short title 

1. This notice may be cited as the Objections to Proposed Road
Closure Notice (No 47) 2016. 

Application for road closure [s.100 of the Act] 

2. Applications have been made for the permanent closure of
the roads mentioned in the Schedule. 

Objections 

3.(1) An objection (in writing) to a proposed road closure 
mentioned in the Schedule may be lodged with the Regional 
Service Director, Department of Natural Resources and Mines, at 
the regional office for the region in which the road is situated. 

(2) Latest day for lodgement of objections is 12 January 2017. 

(3) Any objections received may be viewed by other parties 
interested in the proposed road closure under the provisions of the 
Right to Information Act 2009. If you lodge an objection, please 
include in your objection letter whether you would like to be 
consulted if this issue becomes the subject of an access request 
under the Right to Information Act 2009. 

Plans 

4. Inspection of the plans of the proposed road closures may be
made at- 

(a) the Department of Natural Resources and Mines Offices at 
Atherton and Cairns; and 

(b) the Local Government Offices of Mareeba Shire and 
Douglas Shire;  

for a particular plan in that district or that local government area. 

SCHEDULE 

North Region, Atherton Office 

1. An area of about 1230 m2 being part of the road separating
Lot 1 on MPH33390 from Lot 21 on AP21242 (locality of 
Chillagoe) and shown as plan of Lot A, proposed permanent road 
closure on Drawing CNS16/056AP. (2016/003449) 

North Region, Cairns Office 

2. An area of about 7750 m2 abutting the northern boundary of
Lot 6 on SP123877 (locality of Degarra) and shown as plan of Lot 
A, proposed permanent road closure on Drawing CNS16/063P. 
(2016/004160) 

ENDNOTES 
1. Published in the Gazette on 2 December 2016.
2. Not required to be laid before the Legislative Assembly.
3. The administering agency is the Department of Natural

Resources and Mines.

Gov. Gaz., 2 December 2016, No. 71 page 433 

Brisbane 

© The State of Queensland 2016 
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Application for Closure of Road 
 

© The State of Queensland (Department of Natural Resources and Mines) 
 
(Version – September 2012) 
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2nd December 2016   File / Ref number 2016/004160 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice is given of an application 
made under section 100 of the 
Land Act 1994 for the permanent 
closure of the road described as: 
 

DESCRIPTION OF ROAD 

Description of proposed road 
closure:  
 
An area of about 7750m2 abutting the 
northern boundary of Lot 6 on 
SP123877 and shown as Lot A on 
drawing CNS16/063P 
 
 
 
 
Locality: Degarra 
Local Government:  Douglas Shire 
Council 

 

Any person who may consider their 
interest affected by the application 
is required to submit their 
objections and/or enquires in 
writing by close of business on 12th 
January 2017 to the Department: 
 
Postal Address –  
DNRM Townsville 
PO Box 5318 
Townsville   Qld   4810   
 
Delivery Address -   
DNRM Cairns 
4th Floor, 2nd Building 
William McCormack Place 
5B Sheridan Street 
Cairns   Qld   4870  

Telephone:  (07) 4222 5428 

Fax:  (07) 4447 9199 

Email: Townsville.SLAMS@dnrm.qld.gov.au   

Any objections received may be 
viewed by other parties interested 
in the proposed road closure under 
the provisions of the Right to 
Information Act 2009 (the RTI Act).  
 
If you lodge an objection, please 
include in your objection letter 
whether you would like to be 
consulted if this issue becomes the 
subject of an access request under 
the RTI Act. 
 

LATEST DATE FOR OBJECTIONS – 12th January 2017 
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