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7.7. WHALE HERITAGE AREA - LETTER OF SUPPORT 
  
REPORT AUTHOR  Manager Environment and Planning 
  
MANAGER  Manager Environment and Planning  
  
DEPARTMENT  Environment and Planning 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That Council issue a letter of support to the Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committee 
to assist their application to the World Cetacean Alliance for the designation of Port 
Douglas and the Ribbon Reefs as a Whale Heritage Area. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committee (DLMAC) is requesting Council support in an 
application to the World Cetacean Alliance for the designation of Port Douglas and the Ribbon 
Reefs as a Whale Heritage Area (WHA). 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of WHAs is to acknowledge outstanding places and promote positive 
relationships between whales and community, emphasizing areas as global role models for 
stewardship and responsible tourism. 
 
Whale Heritage Area listing is not recognised by legislation. 
 
Hervey Bay and the Whitsundays are the two Australian sites that have received this Heritage 
designation. There are multiple other sites around the world that have received WHA 
designation. 
 
The DLMAC is requesting support for their application to the World Cetacean Alliance for WHA 
listing. As part of the application process DLMAC is standing up a steering committee and 
requesting in-principle support. 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Listing as a WHA may attract tourists to the Douglas region. Providing a letter of support 
encourages the community to pursue the WHA listing.  
 
As the WHA listing is given to an area rather than a specific local government area and is not 
grounded in legislation, there are no statutorily enforceable requirements imposed on Council 
by the World Cetacean Alliance. 
 
There are no additional actions proposed in the future to support or resource the application. 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
Council issue a letter of support to the Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committee to pursue 
Whale Heritage Listing for the Douglas region. 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial or resource implications associated with this recommendation beyond 
existing budgetary provisions. 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Economic: WHA listing may increase tourism in the Douglas Shire Region 
  
Environmental: WHA listing may improve environmental outcomes for tourism 

operators focused on whale watching 
  
Social: Nil 

 
CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN, POLICY REFERENCE 
 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the following: 
 
Corporate Plan 2025-2030 Initiatives: 
 
Theme 1 - Liveability  
To deliver community activities to promote safe, healthy, inclusive and socially engaged 
communities with an environmental conscious. 
1.7 - Investigate and promote environmental, green, eco-friendly and nature focused 
initiatives. 
 
Theme 2 - Prosperity  
Council plans, builds and maintains the infrastructure required to improve our lifestyle and 
promote economic growth, working actively to support local businesses. 
2.3 - Advocate for/promote economic growth opportunities and economic transition. 
2.6 - Recognise the contribution of established local industries. 
 
Theme 3 - Service Delivery  
We deliver Council services effectively and efficiently to meet community expectations, 
focusing on the wellbeing of both the community and our employees. 
3.9 - Preserve, protect and improve our unique environment. 
 
COUNCIL’S ROLE 
 
Council can play a number of different roles in certain circumstances and it is important to be 
clear about which role is appropriate for a specific purpose or circumstance.  The 
implementation of actions will be a collective effort and Council’s involvement will vary from 
information only through to full responsibility for delivery. 
 
The following areas outline where Council has a clear responsibility to act: 
 
Advocate 
 
  

Council makes representation on behalf of the community on 
important issues, funding opportunities, projects and programs. 
Council will use its influence to seek the best outcomes for the 
community. 
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CONSULTATION 
 
Internal: Economic Development 
  
External: Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committee 

 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
Nil 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1. Draft WHA Letter of Support 2 (1) [7.7.1 - 1 page] 
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28 October 2025

Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committee

Dear Sir/Madam

Letter of Support for Application for Port Douglas and Ribbon Reefs 
Whale Heritage Area 

On behalf of Douglas Shire Council, we are pleased to express our support for the 
designation of Port Douglas and the Ribbon Reefs as a Whale Heritage Area. This 
initiative, led by the Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committee (DLMAC), aligns with 
our commitment to environmental stewardship, cultural preservation, and sustainable 
tourism in our region.

The Douglas region is a unique and ecologically significant region, renowned for its rich 
marine biodiversity and its role as a critical habitat for whales and other marine species. 
The annual migration of Humpback and Dwarf Minke Whales through our waters is a 
natural spectacle that can draw tourists from around the world, fostering a deep 
appreciation for marine conservation. 

The designation of the region as a Whale Heritage Area will enhance our region’s 
reputation as a leader in sustainable tourism, while providing economic benefits and 
opportunities for education and community engagement.

Douglas Shire Council has actively supported efforts to protect our marine environment 
through partnership with the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority through the Reef 
Guardian Program. Council is committed to supporting the community initiatives that 
combine environmental stewardship and economic development.

Council endorses the DLMAC application for the region to be recognised as a Whale 
Heritage Area. Council looks forward to the positive impact this will have on our 
environment, community, and tourism.

Yours faithfully,

Lisa Scomazzon
Mayor Douglas Shire Council

 
A certified ECO Destination by 
Ecotourism Australia.
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