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ORDINARY MEETING 

4 NOVEMBER 2014 
5.11 

MARRIAGE EQUALITY – LETTER FROM BYRON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Darryl Crees, General Manager Corporate Services:  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council determine the appropriate response to the invitation from Byron Shire 
Council to support marriage equality.  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
The Mayor of Byron Shire Council, Cr Simon Richardson, has written a letter (Attachment A) 
inviting Council to show support for marriage equality by:- 
 

1. Adopting a “Marriage Equality Proclamation”, similar to that already adopted by Byron 
Shire Council (Attachment B); 

 
2. Joining the “Mayors for Marriage Equality” group to be created by Byron Shire Council. 
   

BACKGROUND: 
 
A letter has been received from the Mayor of Byron Shire Council advising that the Council 
supports marriage equality and strongly believes that same sex couples should have the choice 
to legally marry.  The Byron Shire Council also believes that local government leaders across 
Australia have an opportunity to advocate for marriage equality. 
 
Byron Shire Council has formulated a Marriage Equality Proclamation (Attachment B) and 
invites this Council to adopt a similar proclamation which will be collected with Proclamations 
from local government areas across Australia to present to the Prime Minister to demonstrate 
support from local government. 
 
It is the intention of Byron Shire Council to create a broad based non-partisan group for Mayors 
in Australia called “Mayors for Marriage Equality” and the Mayor of Douglas Shire Council is 
invited to indicate support for the group. 

PROPOSAL: 
 
This letter has been presented for the Council to establish a policy decision on the matter. 
 

COUNCIL’S ROLE: 
 
Council can play a number of different roles in certain circumstances and it is important to be 
clear about which role is appropriate for a specific purpose or circumstance.  The 
implementation of actions will be a collective effort and Council’s involvement will vary from 
information only through to full responsibility for delivery.   



153 
 

Ordinary Meeting 4 November 2014 
 

The following areas outline where Council has a clear responsibility to act: 
 
 
 

 

 
Information 

Provider 

 

 
Advocate 

 

 
Facilitator 

 

 
Agent 

 

 
Part Funder 

 

 
Asset Owner 

 
Fully 

Responsible 

 
Regulator 

Advocate:  Supporting communities and groups by advocating for certain actions from 
other organisations (usually other levels of government). 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 
ATTACHMENT A – Letter from Mayor of Byron Shire Council 
 
ATTACHMENT B – Marriage Equality Proclamation formulated by Byron Shire Council 
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

 
   


