17 of 49

8.1. PETITION SEEKING COUNCIL TO INSTALL WATER REFILLING
STATIONS IN PORT DOUGLAS

REPORT AUTHOR Brenda Jang, Executive Assistant
MANAGER Mark Stoermer, Chief Executive Officer
DEPARTMENT Office of the Chief Executive
RECOMMENDATION

That the Petition be received and referred to the Chief Executive Officer for
consideration and investigation.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A Petition was received by the Council Administration Office and in accordance with clause
5.1 of the Standing Orders for Council Meetings, this petition is presented to Council.

The Petition is asking Council to consider installing water refilling stations in Port Douglas to
help reduce the amount of single use plastic water bottles, which in turn protects the
waterways, Great Barrier Reef and the marine creatures, as well as reducing the amount of
plastic sent to landfill.

The principal petitioner is Maggie Kelly who has obtained 538 signatures. Due to the Privacy
Act, personal details of the principal Petitioner and petitioners have been suppressed. The
Petition has also received support from the following groups:

Plastic Free Douglas

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Tourism Port Douglas and Daintree
Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committee
Douglas Shire Sustainability Group
Tangaroa Blue

Reef Clean

PROPOSAL

In accordance with Council’s Standing Orders for Council Meetings, it is proposed that Council
receive the petition and refer it to the Chief Executive Officer for consideration and
investigation.

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

Nil

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

Nil
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

Economic: Nil
Environmental: Nil
Social: Nil

COUNCIL’S ROLE

In accordance with Council’s Standing Orders for Council Meetings, the Petition is presented
to Council.

CONSULTATION
Internal: Nil
External: Nil

ATTACHMENTS

1. Petition Water Refilling Stations in Port Douglas [8.1.1 - 31 pages]
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18tk June, 2019

*:waw HRE COUNTIL

The Mayor 1-0\/ C m [ Deh K a5,
Dougtas Shire Council, g: -
64 Front Street, . .

Mossman. ceemeee 4 U JUN TR

QLD 4873

DearMayor 1ey,

Please find attached a pelition 1o the Councit that | hgve instigated o hehalf of the residenis,
businesses and visitors to Port Douglas and our beautiful Shire of Douglas.

The petition is asking that you seriously consider water refiling stations be instafled in Port
Dipuglas. By refilling personal-bottes, we will help reduce the amount of single use plastic water
batiles, which in turn protects aur waterways, the Great Barrier Reel and our marine creatures, as
well as reducing the amount of plastic sent to landfill.

i saw these water refilling stations in Hardys Bay, N.8.W. {see attached photos) and was very
impressed with the message they convey.

By using iarge signage, iheée refilling stations help educate our children 1o refilf not fiter,
encourage people o drink more water and are a reminder that by refilling their bottles, people are
directly helping protect the Heef.

{ and the community strongly believe that we need to reduce the sale of plastic water bottles. A
number of these bottles end up in our oceans and it is estimated that more than a quarter of ali
fish in the vceans now contain plastic, a figure that is quile unacceptable.

The following groups are supporting this petition:-

Plastic Free Douglas

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Tourism Port Douglas & Daintree

Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committes
Dougtas Shire Sustainabitity Group
Tangaroa Blue

Rest Clezn

We are also supported by the businesses in Macrossan Street, as welt as the tourist hoats and
dive companies, including Quicksilver and Calypso.

1sincerely hope that you canfind the time to consider this pelition and please fesl free fo call me
ityou have any further questions.

Kind Regards

e Well
Magdie Retly | é
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e, the undersigned, would like to see water fountaing installeg in Port Douelas similar 1o the fountains in
the attached photosts promote reducing the amount oF single uss plastic water botties, by refilling vour
watar bottle, protecing our watereays and reducing landfill.
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Attachment 8.1.1

Chief Executive Officer
Douglas Shire Council
PO Box 723

Mossman 4873

24 June 2019
RE: Installation of water bottle refill stations in Port Douglas
Dear Mr Stoermer,

The Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committee (LMAC) is writing to you regarding the installation of
water refill stations in Port Douglas.

Concerns regarding the sale and promotion of single use plastic bottles in Port Douglas have recently
been brought to the Committee’s attention. Stands of single use water bottles, and in some instances,
palettes of water bottles, are now a common sight in Port Douglas.

Our livelihoods are reliant on the health of the Great Barrier Reef and Wet Tropics rainforest, with
people travelling from around the world to experience one or both of these amazing places.

The environmental impacts of single-use water bottles are well documented. Taking up to 450 years to
biodegrade, they consume energy in their production, transportation and recycling, are one of the
major sources of litter and plastic accumulation in our waterways and oceans, and contributors to
landfill (see link here).

As a community entrusted with looking after two of the world’s most precious natural assets, we
believe practices promoting the use of single use water bottles negatively impact on our region’s image
and detract from our brand as a nature-based destination.

The ‘Future 100: 2019’ report, just released by one of the world’s best-known marketing and
communications agencies, JWT Intelligence, describes the big disruptive economic and environmental
drivers affecting consumer behaviours and emerging trends. It states:

‘It’s clear that brand sustainability, once viewed as “nice to have” ...... is now a mandate and a base
expectation of consumers.’

“Marine debris is a major threat to the health of the Great Barrier Reef and kills marine life such as
turtles, dugongs, dolphins and seabirds. Collective action by community, industry and government to
choose sustainable options, minimise waste and undertake stewardship activities is required to
reduce the impacts of marine debris on the Reef.”

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority Marine Debris Position Statement, December 2018
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Filtered water refill stations serve as a great alternative to the use of single use plastic water bottles and
deliver a range of benefits.

We bhelieve the installation of water refill stations at key locations in Port Douglas could form part of a
larger coordinated effort to reduce single use plastics and get the message across to everyone that we
not only rely on our natural assets but, as a community, we care for them.

We think there is a real opportunity to use the installation of water refill stations to promote the
region’s pristine image and our communities’ ‘green’ credentials. We could promote that our water is
sustainably sourced from our pristine rainforest (why drink water imported from overseas?).

Refill stations give visitors and locals alike a way to make positive and responsible choices. By using
water refill stations, people are reducing energy consumption, the generation of plastic waste, and

protecting our World Heritage listed waterways and Great Barrier Reef.

There are lots of great examples of others doing this including the Central Coast Council (see photos)
and the University of Queensland (see link here).

We contacted the Central Coast Council and their officers kindly advised that they purchase their water
refill stations from a company called Civig.

We strongly encourage and would be happy to work with Council on a program to install water refill
stations in Port Douglas. This could include looking for potential grants to support the purchase,
installation (identification of optimum locations is critical) and promotion of water refill stations.

If you have questions regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me on 0438-591929.
Thank you for considering this matter.

Yours sincerely,

a4

Josh Gibson
Chair, Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committee

Enclosure: Photos of water refill stations from NSW Central Coast

Local Marine Advisory Committees

Established by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, the LMAC is a forum to encourage
and empower local communities to take actions to reduce threats to the Great Barrier Reef. This
includes fostering partnerships for stewardship action in the Reef’s catchment to improve water
quality and reduce the risk of marine debris, in particular plastics, impacting coastal and marine
ecosystems. Our membership reflects a diverse range of community interests including
agriculture, tourism, natural resource management, research, education and conservation.
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ExatiptasnentBakdr Refill Station from NSW Centrd¥ef® Council

Have a
drink or refill

your water
bottle here
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, Have a drink
§ Or refill your
i Water bottle
§ up here

&
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Petition to: Douglas Shire Council

We, the undersigned, would like 1o see water fountains installed in Port Douglas similar te the fountains in
the attached photos to promote reducing the amount of single use plastic water bottles, by refilling your
water bottle, protecting our waterways and reducing landfill.
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YWe, the undersigned would iike to see-water founiains installed in-Port Dougias simiar-fo the fountains i
the attached photos to promote reducing the amaunt of single use plastic. water. bottles, by refilling. vour
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We, the undersigned wouid ifke o -see-water fountains instalied in Port Douglas simifar-to the fountains in -
the attached photos to promaote reducing the amount of single use plastic water bottles, by refilling vour
weater botile, protecting our weterways and reducing fandfill
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We, e Uﬁgarsaﬁned world e 1o see water fountains stalied in Fort mgmmr o the Sountains in
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We, the undersigned wouidiike fo-see water fountains instailed in Pori Dougias simitar-fo the fountains in -
the aftached nhotos fo promate reducing the amount of single use plastic water bottles, by refilling vour

water potile, protecting our waterways and reducing fandhil.
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‘We, The undersigned wouid fike to-see waler founiais insfalled-in Porf Douglas simitar fo the fountains in -
the atiached phatos o promote reducing the amount of single use plastic water hottles, by refilling vour
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the. aiiacbg(i nhotos. t&amm@te mgsumna the amount of single use. giaszsc water h@iﬂg@, hy refmrsg yOUr
weter bollls, protecting Burwaterways and reducing landhil.
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We, the undersigned would ifke o see water fountains instalied - in-Pori Dougias simifar-to the fountains i -
the attached photos o promote reducing the amount of single use plastic water bottles, by refilling your

~ Address

é?’ﬁﬁ’jﬁwu{w{@ﬁ
Gars Farr
ﬁv”c& ,%/éﬁm
%ﬁ@«é&a e

&é’\\&} iémeg.:&ckw"x{:;a \J
Syuson G4

SO g i

Brean caLE
@{5(3 {5 ﬁéﬁk‘{&ﬂv
J&HM gu%UVAu
Cjﬁuﬁkb(éw}&%
{\}m v oo P
oo ‘ncf,v

CON
1“)&% 1 i Mﬂ%

o *lnhs/&& @5

oo e
Kool Sars
/@v;i)@vérﬂz‘
Yo

Toril § ygomy
oo (ol

Cf@hcﬁ%%nf,'#

Ordinary Council Meeting - 9 July 2019

'ﬁf,gfff '!i’f;i'

—y
R

s ! [‘{wx

; ﬁvwf




Attachment 8.1.1

. 360149

VV@ ife UHGBFS!QHEG woufel fike to ses waler mumams insigied inFort Ucﬁgras simiar to the fountains -
the atiached photos 1o promate reducing the amount of single use plastic water boitles, by refilling. vour
water bottie, a‘-ei%cim our waterways and reduding jandiil.
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We, the undersigned would ke o see-waler fountains instaifed in-Porf Douglas simifar-fo the fountains in
the attached photns to promote reducing the amount of single use plastic water boitles, by refilling yvour
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Petition to: Douglas Shire Council

e B DS e,
We, the under5|gned would like to see water fountains installed in Port Douglas similar to the fountains in

the attached photos to promote reducing the amount of single use plastic water bottles, by refilling your

water bottle, protecting our waterways and reducing landfill.
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fountams in the attached photos to promote reducing the amount of smgLe use plastlc water
hottles, by refilling your water bottie, protecting our waterways and reduqlng__ larfitt = e e e
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Petition to: Douglas Shire Council

We, the undersigned, would like to see water fountains installed in Port Douglas similar to the
fountains in the attached photos to promote reducing the amount of single use plastic water
bottles, by refilling your water bottle, protecting our waterways and reducing landfill.

Name Address Signature
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Petition to: Douglas Shire Council

We, the undersigned, would like to see water fountains instalied in Port Douglas similar to the fountains in
the attached photos to promote reducing the amount of single use plastic water bottles, by refilling your

water bottle, protecting our waterways and reducing landfill.
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Petition to: Douglas Shire Councii

H

We, the undersigned, would like to see water fountains installed in Port Douglas similar to the fountains in
the attached photos to promote reducing the amount of single use plastic water bottles, by refilling your

water bottle, protecting our waterways and reducing landfill.

Name

Address
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Petition to: Douglas Shire Council

We, the undersigned, would like to see water fountains installed in Port Douglas similar to the fountains in
the attached photos to promote reducing the amount of single use plastic water bottles, by refilling your
water bottle, protecting our waterways and reducing landfill.
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Petition to: Douglas Shire Council

We, the undersigned, would like to see water fountains installed in Port Douglas similar to the fountains in

the attached photos to promote reducing the amount of single use plastic water bottles, by refilling your

water bottle, protecting our waterways and reducing landfill.
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NEWSPORT DAILY-Petition for more water refill stations making the rounds

5/29/2019

Attachment 8.1.1 ‘48 of 49

Petition to: Douglas Shire Council

We, the undarsigned, would Hke to see water Fountalns installed In Port Douglas similar to the fountains in
the attached photosts promote reduzing tha amount of single use plastl water bottles, by refllling vour
water bottle, protecting our waterways and reducing landfill,

Address
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Join the conversation

Give a thumb up or thumb down on the subject we've covered OR
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Petition to: Douglas Shire Council

We, the undersigned, would like to see water fountains installed in Port Douglas similar to the fountains in
the attached photos to promote reducing the amount of single use plastic water bottles, by refilling your
water hottle, protecting our waterways and reducing landfill.
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