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5.4. PROPOSED NEW RESTRICTED LIQUOR PERMIT- MOSSMAN PORT 
DOUGLAS SENIOR RUGBY LEAGUE CLUB AT PART OF LOT 92 SR 81 
MOSSMAN SHOWGROUNDS 

REPORT AUTHOR Robert Donovan, Team Leader Property
MANAGER Joanne Jacobson, Executive Manager People and Governance

DEPARTMENT People and Governance
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:

1. Resolves to endorse the lodgment of an application for a new restricted liquor 
permit with the Office of Liquor and Gaming Regulation on part of Council Trustee 
Land Lot 92 SR81 Grogan Street Mossman for a period of no longer than 6 month 
from the date of issue;

2. Notes that all costs associated with the issuing of the liquor licence will be borne 
by the Mossman Port Douglas Senior Rugby League Leagues Club; and

3. Delegates authority under section 257 of the Local Government Act 2009 to the 
Chief Executive Officer to finalize any and all matters associated with this 
application and the execution of any permit granted.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Council is Trustee of the land located on Lot 92 SR81 Grogan St Mossman also known as 
Coronation Park. This site has many user groups including the Mossman Port Douglas 
Senior Rugby League Leagues Club (the Sharks).

A new restricted liquor permit application has been received from the Sharks requesting 
Council’s consent to apply for a restricted liquor permit which will allow the Club to trade for 
up to 25 hours per week. The proposed liquor permit will only be valid for 6 months from the 
date of issue. The Mossman Police do not object to the application.  

BACKGROUND  

The application specifies the following trading hours:

 Friday 3pm to 12 midnight
 Saturday 12 noon to 12 midnight
 Sunday 2pm to 6pm   

No trading will be permitted for the period of the Mossman Show weekend as stipulated in 
the liquor permit application.

The proposed licenced area encompasses the whole of the first floor of the Sharks 
clubhouse including balcony and the entire open shelter area adjacent to the clubhouse. A 
removable fence is proposed during trading for the shelters licensed area. (Attachment 1)  
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A petition has been received by Council and was presented at the Ordinary Council Meeting 
on the 26 March 2019.  The petition, signed by 41 residents from Jack, Grogan and Front 
Street Mossman, expresses concern that the Sharks clubhouse will become a regular venue 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The petition states that there are already regular 
disturbances in the streets during the night with extreme noise levels. The petitioners’ 
concerns are that granting the new licence will increase the amount of traffic, noise and 
disturbances. 

The Coronation Park User Group is a newly formed group that has been initiated by Council 
to address matters concerning the shared sportsground. Currently there are six users of the 
facility: Mossman and District Show Society, Sharks Seniors, Mossman Port Douglas Junior 
Rugby League Football Club, It’s My Time Fitness, Enhance Family Day and Coral Coast 
Judo. 

All user groups were asked to comment on the proposed liquor permit. Only one written 
submission was received. The submission opposes the granting of the liquor permit based 
upon the following:

 Enough venues exist in Mossman to cater for those who wish to enjoy an alcoholic 
beverage. 

 The submitting Club uses the proposed undercover licensed area.
 The Clubhouse has been broken into on several occasions resulting in broken glass 

panels which the Club replaced at their own expense.
 Domestic and social issues that are associated with alcohol are already a problem for 

the community.
 Residents living in surrounding areas of the Showgrounds already report alcohol 

related noise disturbances and anti-social behavior.  

COMMENT

The issuing of the liquor licence for the clubhouse is supported as the activity is considered 
ancillary to the outdoor sports land use occurring on the site.  The license will not be used to 
support functions separate to sporting events as this would not be considered an ancillary 
activity.

It will be the responsibility of the Shark’s to manage the liquor licence and minimize any 
impact on residents and other organizations.  Community members can lodge complaints of 
antisocial behavior or other issues resulting from the liquor licence with the Office of Liquor 
and Gaming and with the local police. 

A review of impacts upon neighboring residents, police statistics and other user groups 
should be undertaken at the end of the six-month licencing period.

PROPOSAL

This report proposes that Council provide trustee owner’s consent to enable the application 
to be lodged with the Office of Liquor and Gaming Regulation.

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

All costs associated with this application and any upgrades to the proposed licenced area 
that may be required by the Office of Liquor and Gaming Regulations are to be borne by the 
applicant.
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

The management of risks associated with the issuing of a liquor licence will be undertaken 
by the Mossman Port Douglas Senior Rugby League Club.

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

Economic: Income generated by the liquor licence will help support the club 
financially

Environmental: Nil

Social: Nil

CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN, POLICY REFERENCE

This report has been prepared in accordance with the following:

Corporate Plan 2014-2019 Initiatives:

Theme 1 - Celebrating Our Communities

1.1.5 - Support local non-profit community, sporting and cultural organisations to build their 
capacity.

Theme 5 – Governance

5.2.1 - Provide Councillors and community with accurate, unbiased and factual reporting to 
enable accountable and transparent decision-making.

COUNCIL’S ROLE

Council can play a number of different roles in certain circumstances and it is important to be 
clear about which role is appropriate for a specific purpose or circumstance.  The 
implementation of actions will be a collective effort and Council’s involvement will vary from 
information only through to full responsibility for delivery.

The following areas outline where Council has a clear responsibility to act:

Asset-Owner Meeting the responsibilities associated with owning or being the 
custodian of assets such as infrastructure.

CONSULTATION

Internal: Council Management

External: Office of Liquor and Gaming Regulations, Coronation Park User Group

ATTACHMENTS

1. Mossman Sharks Proposed Restricted Liquor Application [5.4.1]
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