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ORDINARY MEETING 

7 OCTOBER 2014 
5.5 

APPLICATION FOR ROAD CLOSURE, MOSSMAN GORGE ROAD, MOSSMAN 
GORGE, ADJACENT TO LOT 152 ON SR832, MOSSMAN GORGE RESERVE 

Donna Graham, Manager Development and Environment: #429898  

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

A. That Council advises the Department of Natural Resources and Mines that it objects 
to the application for road closure of that part of Mossman Gorge Road shown as 
stations 147-148-149-150-147 and 8A-151-160-8A on Draft Plan 267816, (adjacent to 
1505 (R81 Solander) described as Lot 152 Crown Plan SR832) on the following 
grounds: 

 
(i) The area the subject of the application is required for road purposes.  

Mossman Gorge Road is the sole access for pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic to Mossman Gorge.  Mossman Gorge is a key tourist destination for 
the Douglas Shire receiving over 300,000 visitors annually.  The road 
closure proposal would reduce the width of the road reserve by 
approximately 75% (from approx. 40m to approx. 10m) in the affected areas 
which would severely adversely impact on Council’s ability to manage its 
road. 
 

(ii) The trunk water intake main servicing the Douglas Shire is located within 
or immediately adjacent to the area of the proposed road closure.  The road 
closure proposal presents unacceptable risks to the security of Council’s 
critical trunk infrastructure assets and would fetter Council’s ability to 
access and maintain these assets.  Any interference to this main could 
compromise the entire reticulated water supply for the Shire. 

 
(iii) The findings of a recent Coronial investigation into a drowning at Mossman 

Gorge included a recommendation that the safety of the Mossman Gorge 
Road be investigated.  The proposed road closure may adversely impact on 
the ability of Council and other stakeholders to undertake that investigation 
and action any findings. 

 
B. That Council delegates authority to the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer in 

accordance with Section 257 of the Local Government Act 2009 to determine and 
finalise any and all matters associated with the application. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
The Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) has requested Council’s comments 
on a proposed permanent road closure being part of the Mossman Gorge Road at Mossman 
Gorge.  The road closure is adjacent to Lot 152 on CP SR832, being particularly described as 
Stations 147-148-149-150-147 and 8A-151-160-8A shown on Draft Plan 267816.   A copy of the 
application is included in Attachment 1. 
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A separate application to reconfigure the neighbouring freehold land has been lodged with 
Council under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009.  A separate request has been lodged with the 
Department of Natural Resources and Mines for road opening and a change of Description over 
Lot 152 on SR832.   
 
The application if approved would have serious adverse implications for Council as detailed in 
the recommendation. 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) has requested Council’s comments 
on a proposed permanent road closure being part of the Mossman Gorge Road at Mossman 
Gorge.  The road closure is adjacent to Lot 152 on CP SR832, being particularly described as 
Stations 147-148-149-150-147 and 8A-151-160-8A shown on Draft Plan 267816. 
 
The application forms part of a suite of applications lodged to change the tenure arrangements 
relating to the Mossman Gorge Community. 

PROPOSAL: 

The application seeks to permanently close an area of 2638m2 currently contained within the 
road reserve for Mossman Gorge Road. 

CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN, POLICY REFERENCE: 

Theme 5 Governance.  While no goal is specifically linked to this recommendation the provision 
and preservation of key water and road infrastructure is fundamental to Council’s functions. 
 
COUNCIL’S ROLE: 
 
Council can play a number of different roles in certain circumstances and it is important to be 
clear about which role is appropriate for a specific purpose or circumstance. The implementation 
of actions will be a collective effort and Council’s involvement will vary from information only 
through to full responsibility for delivery. 
 
The following area outlines where Council has a clear responsibility to act: 
 

 

 

 

 
Information 

Provider 

 

 
Advocate 

 

 
Facilitator 

 

 
Agent 

 

 
Part Funder 

 

 
Asset Owner 

 
Fully 

Responsible 

 
Regulator 

Asset Owner:  Meeting the responsibilities associated with owning or being the custodian of 
assets such as infrastructure. 
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Council is the asset owner of the potentially impacted infrastructure. 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Council is liable for the maintenance of the all infrastructure over the roads including drainage, 
water and sewer.  A significant water main lies in the proposed road closure area. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS: 
The road closure if approved has significant adverse implications for Council as already 
outlined. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
ECONOMIC:  Risk of damage to Council critical infrastructure and interference with traffic to the 
Mossman Gorge. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL:  N/A 
 
SOCIAL:  Risk to Shire’s water supply. 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION: 

Consultation has been undertaken with internal water and road asset owners. Council has not 
conducted external consultation.  The application is required to be publicly notified by the 
applicant. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Application to Department of Natural Resources and Mines for Road Closure 
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Attachment – Department of Natural Resources and Mines Request 
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