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8. AGENDA ITEM 8 - PETITIONS
8.1. PETITION REQUESTING IMPROVED WHEELCHAIR ACCESS TO FOUR
MILE BEACH

REPORT AUTHOR(S): Joanne Jacobson, Manager Governance
GENERAL MANAGER: Darryl Crees, General Manager Corporate Services
DEPARTMENT: Governance

RECOMMENDATION

That Council resolves to receive the petition and notes that the request will be
considered when developing the 2016-17 Capital Budget.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A petition has been received by the Chief Executive Officer from the residents and visitors to
Douglas Shire requesting improved access to Four Mile Beach.

BACKGROUND

This petition was initiated by a resident who requires wheelchair access to community
facilities.

COMMENT
The project will involve the design and construction of a beach access ramp.
PROPOSAL

That the CEO consider the request and includes this project in the draft 2016-17 Capital Works
Budget for Council review and consideration.

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

The project has been forecasted to cost in the vicinity of $30,000.
CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN, POLICY REFERENCE
This report has been prepared in accordance with the following:
Corporate Plan 2014-2019 Initiatives:

Theme 1 - Celebrating Our Communities

1.1.4 - Support and encourage a healthy, active and capable region through sporting, cultural
and recreational opportunities, and community wellbeing initiatives.

1.3.1 - Take a proactive role in supporting the provision of improved facilities and services
directed at assisting and caring for vulnerable groups in our communities.
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COUNCIL’S ROLE

Council can play a number of different roles in certain circumstances and it is important to be
clear about which role is appropriate for a specific purpose or circumstance. The
implementation of actions will be a collective effort and Council’s involvement will vary from
information only through to full responsibility for delivery.

The following areas outline where Council has a clear responsibility to act:

Asset-Owner Meeting the responsibilities associated with owning or being the
custodian of assets such as infrastructure.

CONSULTATION
Internal: Infrastructure department.
External: Nil

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Performed by the petition organiser.
ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 - Petition
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Lyr% %°BY50
3/125 Davidson Street
PORT DOUGLAS QLD 4877
Phone: 4099 4641 Mobile: 0417 570634

3 May 2016

Douglas Shire Council
PO Box 723
MOSSMAN QLD 4873
Attention:

f - P f
Dear .Z—w"i‘{'-'{.:{é t/_.c'if"dé;’l.c

This is a cover letter to present with my petition explaining how | got involved with the
Douglas Shire Council and the reason for doing this petition. | moved up here two and half
years ago wanting to live in a smaller community lifestyle and move away from a big town...
like many of us seeking a sea change. Seeing the beach up here and watching all the people
with families and dogs enjoying the beautiful sunshine and cool waters, laying on the sand
and generally soaking up the atmosphere was my dream. The question in my head
constantly is: ”if only | could get onto that beach.”?

After many attempts trying desperately with an electric wheelchair to access the beach |
discovered it was just impossible, actually got myself bogged up to 3 times, and once behind
the Ramada which was a scary frustrating experience waiting for help. | was fortunate that
people were around to literally pull my heavy chair out of sand. Over this period of time |
have never been able to access the front beach which makes me sad and disappointed, after
realising | had put so much time and effort, money into moving up here from Townsville.

After attending the International Women’s Day Lunch in 2015 | spoke to Julia Leu our Mayor
regarding this problem and having no wheelchair access to the beach. Julia was interested in
promoting Port Douglas to be more accessible, she agreed with my ideas and then put me in
contact with Brendan Leishman to help me with this project. In next 12 months |
recontacted the Council as in 2015 | found myself busy being involved with the Clink Theatre
performances. This meant after the ramp at the back of the Clink Theatre was installed, |
had access in and out of theatre safely and independently in my electric wheelchair. This
gave me more opportunity to get involved with the local theatre attending several
performances, which finally made me feel | was a part of our small community.

Early this year | decided it was time to email Brendan Leishman asking him if we could get
together to talk about these issues concerning the beach. He arranged a couple of meetings
at my unit here in Port Douglas discussing a plan be put in action so we both came up with
Step 1: a Petition to be signed by everyone, showing the interest and need for access on our
beach.

i,
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In February 2016 | ventured out many times a week, night and day in heat, rain and dark
pursuing as many signatures as | could. | was totally out of my comfort zone stopping
people on the streets, entering shops and pubs, outside Coles three times asking for
signatures in all types of weather. Yes | certainly got some NOs but it was the YES responses
| was looking for, kept working hours knowing this is a very worthwhile cause, meeting some
beautiful people. After many weeks it came to my attention that | was raising awareness to
people that made comments about the lack of access here in PD.

| had many brief chats with people sharing short stories about members of family, friends
and acquaintances that had come up here and couldn’t access the beach. The responses,
comments, support and encouragement was unbelievably overwhelming and people were
happy to sign my petition for a positive change. When | counted 500 signatures, 700, 800 |
couldn’t believe it was only a matter of time. With every signature | became more excited
and thrilled to see and hear people’s attitudes on this matter. Working hard over a period of
three months | have completed my petition, now presenting to the council over 1000
signatures, reaching my goal and grateful for the much needed help | achieved from the
community.

Brendan Leishman is a delight to work with and has been very supportive, understanding
and passionate about getting wheelchair access infrastructure on our beach. | believe that
our determination, dedication and compassion for this strong belief for everyone will be
appreciated not only disabled people, children, mothers and fathers with prams and
strollers, elderly and frail, those with health conditions and special needs will benefit all our
community of locals and tourists. This project when completed will change people’s lives
giving them opportunities, enjoyment and recreation with their families, friends, and
individuals with assistance carer’s by having wheelchair access on our beach.

My motto is “everybody has a right to the beach” and that is my passion to see things
change for the better for people with disabilities, equal rights and equality, accessible places
to feel and see what everybody else on the beach is enjoying. | know many organisations,
services and centres are fighting for us for inclusion not exclusion!!

| personally feel that all the public should be able to access the beach which could improve
the emotional wellbeing in people’s lives. This would allow a happy healthy experience and
promote great water therapy for many. | feel the more wheelchair access this town can
provide for better living, long-term accommodation, access to shopping, restaurants, toilets,
swimming pools and tourist attractions would be beneficial to everyone. This could boost
local businesses by adding awareness of this feature and encouraging tourists to visit here
accessing our beautiful Four Mile Beach.

Yours sincerely,

Lynda Brook
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Port Douglas Shire Council

Name
Lynda Brook

Kathryn Irby
Karen Chung
Karen White
Sandra Ferri
Sarah Keable
Derek Cocking
Mark Stewart

Lillyrose
Chaperon

Dennis Sullivan
Kylie Goudie
Tee Tyzack
elaine chambers
Gary Marsh
Rachel Fellows
candice cocking
Maria Hobbs

Marie Brereton
terence down

Jonathan Shiff
Aidan Mulcahy

Jill Mcllwraith
William Hardman

Jon Langmead

Inger Rowe

From Comments
Port Douglas, Please support my cause to gain access, for the disabled,
Australia to the beach in Port Douglas

GULFPORT, MS
PRINCETON, NJ
Mossman, Australia
Baretswil, Switzerland
Townsville, Australia
Kirwan, Australia

Aberdeen, United
Kingdom

B.bassin, Mauritius

Zanesville, OH
Townsville, Australia
Townsville, Australia
birkdale, Australia
Magill, Australia
Kingston, Australia
townsvillr, Australia

Port douglas,
Australia

Camberwell, Australia

logan central,
Australia

Port Douglas, Everyone deserves access to ur beautiful beaches.
Australia

Port Douglas, Whatever | can do to assist in making this happen let me
Australia know

Oak Beach, Australia

Loganholme, | am in my 80's and holiday in PD every year and would
Australia like better access to 4 mile beach

Cooya beach,
Australia

Port Douglas,
Australia

Page 1 - Signatures1-25
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Name From Comments
26. Bill Gibbard Peterborough, A society is judged by how it treats its weakest members.
Canada How would you like your society and yourself to be
judged?
27.  Sandra Kunz Groebenzell,
Germany

Page2 - Signatures 26 - 27
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Petition — Improved Access to Four Mile Beach
Residence and visitors to the Douglas Shire value and appreciate
dependent on the physical ability of an ind
disabilities,

the natural environment that this beautiful tropical region offers. However, it can be
ividual as to how environments such as Four Mile Beach can be accessed and appreciated. People living with

public spaces that more able bodied people take for granted. Traversing soft beach sand at Four Mile Beach in wheelchairs; with mobility devices; and for

those less confident on their feet is for many not an option in gaining access to the firm sand which would allow the
greater beach area.

m either access to the water or the
We the undersigned seek to support improved access to Four Mile Beach for those who are less physically able and mobile and ask that Douglas Shire
Council provide appropriate infrastructure as part of their capital works program which will enable this to happen. The provision of a pathway by Douglas
Shire Council which would allow people .._e:: wheelchairs, other mobility devices; parents/ carers of small infants with strollers; and the general public to
safely and with ease negotiate soft sand at the top of Four Mile Beach (near the Surf Life Savers). This asset would allow greater access to the beach by all
members of the public and especially those with special needs to access the water and firm sand to improve their health and wellbeing.

Principal Petitioner:  Lynda Brook Address: Davidson Street, Port Douglas Contact: Ibrook1959@gmail.com

the elderly and frail; and those living with certain health conditions who use mobility devices to get around find great difficulty in accessing

Name

Phone

Address

Signature
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Petition — Improved Access to Four Mile Beach

the Douglas Shire value and appreciate the natural environment that this beautiful tropical
dependent on the physical ability of an individual as to how environments such as Four Mile Beach can be accessed a
disabilities, the elderly and frail; and those living with certain health conditions who use mobility devices to get arou
public spaces that more able bodied people take for granted. Traversing soft beach sand at Four Mile Beach in wheelc
those less confident on their feet is for many not an option in gaining access to the fi
greater beach area.

Residence and visitors to region offers. However, it can be

nd appreciated. People living with

hairs; with mobility devices; and for
rm sand which would allow them either access to the water or the

We the undersigned seek to support improved access to Four Mile Beach for those who are less
Council provide appropriate infrastructure as part of their capital works program which will enable
Shire Council which would allow people with wheelchairs, other mobility devices;
safely and with ease negotiate soft sand at the top of Four Mile Beach (near the S
members of the public and especially those with special needs to access the water

physically able and mobile and ask that Douglas Shire

this to happen. The provision of a pathway by Douglas
parents/ carers of small infants with strollers; and the general public to

urf Life Savers). This asset would allow greater access to the beach by all
and firm sand to improve their health and wellbeing.

Principal Petitioner:  Lynda Brook Address: Davidson Street, Port Douglas Contact: Ibrook1959

nd find great difficulty in accessing

Name

Phone Address

»
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Petition — Improved Access to Four Mile Beach

Residence and visitors to the Douglas Shire value and appreciate the natural environment that this beautif:

ul tropical region offers. However, it can be
dependent on the physical ability of an individual as to how environments such as Four Mile Beach can be accessed and appreciated. People living with
disabilities, the elderly and frail;

and those living with certain health conditions who use mobility devices to get around find great difficulty in accessing
public spaces that more able bodied people take for granted. Traversing soft beach sand at Four Mile Beach in wheelchairs; with mobility devices;

those less confident on their feet is for many not an option in gaining access to the firm sand which would allow t
greater beach area.

and for
hem either access to the water or the

We the undersigned seek to support improved access to Four Mile Beach for those who are less
Council provide appropriate m:?mmﬁ:nﬁca.m as part of their capital works program which will enable
Shire Council which would allow people with wheelchairs,

physically able and mobile and ask that Douglas Shire
this to happen. The provision of a pathway by Douglas
other mobility devices; parents/ carers of small infants with strollers; and the general public to
safely and with ease negotiate soft sand at the top of Four Mile Beach (near the Surf Life Savers). This asset would allow greater access to the beach by all

members of the public and especially those with special needs to access the water and firm sand to improve their health and wellbeing.

Principal Petitioner:  Lynda Brook Address: Davidson Street, Port Douglas Contact:
Name Phone Address
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Petition — Improved Access to Four Mile Beach
Residence and -visitors to the Douglas Shire value and appreciate the natural environment that this beautiful tropical region offers. However, it can be
dependent on the physical ability of an individual as to how environments such as Four Mile Beach can be accessed and appreciated. People _Eg.m with
disabilities, the elderly and frail; and those living with certain health conditions who use mobility devices to get around find great difficulty in accessing
public spaces that more able bodied people take for granted. Traversing soft beach sand at Four Mile Beach in wheelchairs; with mobility devices; and for

those less confident on their feet is for many not an option in gaining access to the firm sand which would allow them either access to the water or the
greater beach area.

We the undersigned seek to support improved access to Four Mile Beach for those who are less physically able and mobile and ask that Douglas Shire
Council provide appropriate infrastructure as part of their capital works program which will enable this to happen. The provision of a pathway by Douglas
Shire Council which would allow people with wheelchairs, other mobility devices; parents/ carers of small infants with strollers; and the general public to
safely and with ease negotiate soft sand at the top of Four Mile Beach (near the Surf Life Savers). This asset would allow greater access to the ‘beach by all
members of the public and especially those with special needs to access the water and firm sand to improve their health and wellbeing.

Principal Petitioner:  Lynda Brook Address: Davidson Street, Port Douglas Contact:

lbrook1959@gmail.com

Name ~ | Phone Address Signature _
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Petition — Improved Access to Four Mile Beach
Residence and visitors to the Douglas Shire value and appreciate the natural env

dependent on the physical ability of an individual as to how environments such as Four Mile Beach can be accessed and appreciated. People living with

disabilities, the elderly and frail; and those living with certain health conditions who use mobility devices to get around find great difficulty in accessing
sand at Four Mile Beach in wheelchairs; with mobility devices; and for

public spaces that more able bodied people take for granted. Traversing soft beach
e firm sand which would allow them either access to the water or the

those less confident on their feet is for many not an option in gaining access to th
greater beach area.

We the undersigned seek to support improved access to Four Mile Beach for those whao are less physically able and mobile and ask
Council provide appropriate infrastructure as part of their capital works program which will enable this to happen. The provision of a pathway by Douglas
Shire Council which would allow people with wheelchairs, other mobility devices; parents/ carers of small infants with strollers; and the general public to
safely and with ease negotiate soft sand at the top of Four Mile Beach (near the Surf Life Savers). This asset would allow greater access to the beach by all
members of the public and especially those with special needs to access the water and firm sand to improve their health and wellbeing.

that Douglas Shire

Principal Petitioner:  Lynda Brook Address: Davidson Street, Port Douglas Contact:

Name -~ . Phone Address :
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Residence and visitors to the Douglas Shire value and appreciate the natural environment that this beautiful tropical region offers. However, it can be
dependent on the physical ability of an individual as to how environments such as Four Mile Beach can be accessed and appreciated. People =<m3.m with
disabilities, the elderly and frail; and those living with certain health conditions who use mobility devices to get around find great difficulty in accessing
public spaces that more able bodied people take for granted. Traversing soft beach sand at Four Mile Beach in wheelchairs; with mobility devices; and for
those less confident on their feet is for many not an option in gaining access to the firm sand which would allow them either access to the water or the

greater beach area.

We the undersigned seek to support improved access to Four Mile Beach for those who are less physically able and mobile and ask that Douglas Shire
Council provide appropriate infrastructure as part of their capital works program which will enable this to happen. The provision of a pathway by Douglas
Shire Council which would allow people with wheelchairs, other mobility devices; parents/ carers of small infants with strollers; and the general public to
safely and with ease negotiate soft sand at the top of Four Mile Beach (near the Surf Life Savers). This asset would allow greater access to the beach by all

Petition — Improved Access to Four Mile Beach

members of the public and especially those with special needs to access the water and firm sand to improve their health and wellbeing.

Principal Petitioner:  Lynda Brook Address: Davidson Street, Port Douglas Contact: Ibrook1959@gmail.com
Name ) Phone Addregs - mi\
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Petition — Improved Access to Four Mile Beach
Residence and visitors to the Douglas Shire value and appreciate the natural environment that this beautiful tropical region offers. However, it can be
dependent on the physical ability of an individual as to how environments such as Four Mile Beach can be accessed and appreciated. People living with
disabilities, the elderfy and frail; and those living with certain health conditions who use mobility devices to get around find great difficulty in accessing
public spaces that more able bodied people take for granted. Traversing soft beach sand at Four Mile Beach in wheelchairs; with maobility devices; and for
those less confident on their feet is for many not an option in gaining access to the firm sand which would allow them either access to the water or the
greater beach area.

We the undersigned seek to support improved access to Four Mile Beach for those who are less physically able and mabile and ask that Douglas Shire
Council provide appropriate infrastructure as part of their capital works program which will enable this to happen. The provision of a pathway by Douglas
Shire Council which would allow people with wheelchairs, other mobility devices; parents/ carers of small infants with strollers; and the general public to
safely and with ease negotiate soft sand at the top of Four Mile Beach (near the Surf Life Savers). This asset would allow greater access to the beach by all
members of the public and especially those with special needs to access the water and firm sand to improve their health and wellbeing.

Ord-gnary Meeting - 7 June 2016

Principal Petitioner:  Lynda Brook Address: Davidson Street, Port Douglas Contact:

Name Phone Address
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Petition — Improved Access to Four Mile Beach

the Douglas Shire value and appreciate the natural environment that this beautiful tropical region offers. However,
dependent on the physical ability of an individual as to how environments such as Four Mile Beach can be accessed and appreciated. People living with
disabilities, the elderly and frail; and those living with certain health conditions who use mobility devices to get around find great difficulty in accessing

public spaces that more able bodied people take for granted. Traversing soft beach sand at Four Mile Beach in wheelchairs; with mobility dev
those less confident on their feet

greater beach area.

Residence and visitors to it can be

ices; and for
is for many not an option in gaining access to the firm sand which would allow them either access to the water or the

We the undersigned seek to support improved access to Four Mile Beach for those who are less physically able and mobile and ask that Douglas Shire
Council provide appropriate m:,n_.mm:_._nn:ﬁm as part of their capital works program which will enable this to happen. The provision of a pathway by Douglas
Shire Council which would allow people with wheelchairs, other mobility devices; parents/ carers of small infants with strollers; and the general public to
safely and with ease negotiate soft sand at the top of Four Mile Beach (near the Surf Life Savers). This asset would allow greater access to the beach by all
members of the public and especially those with special needs to access the water and firm sand to improve their health and wellbeing.

Principal Petitioner:  Lynda Brook Address: Davidson Street, Port Douglas Contact: Ibrook1959@gmail.com

Name Phone Address _ Si ure
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Petition — Improved Access to Four Mile Beach

Residence and visitors to the Douglas Shire value and appreciate the natural environment that this beautiful tropical region offers. However, it can be
dependent on the physical ability of an individual as to how environments such as Four Mile Beach can be accessed and appreciated. People living with
disabilities, the elderly and frail; and those living with certain health conditions who use mobility devices to
public spaces that more able bodied people take for granted. Traversing soft beach sand at Four Mile Beach in wheelchairs; with mobility devices; and for

those less confident on their feet is for many not an option in gaining access to the firm sand which would allow them either access to the water or the
greater beach area.

We the undersigned seek to support improved access to Four Mile Beach for those who are less physically able and mobile and ask
Council provide appropriate infrastructure as part of their capital works program which will enable this to happen.
Shire Council which would allow people with wheelchairs, other mobility devices; parents/ carers of small infants with strollers; and the general public to

safely and with ease negotiate soft sand at the top of Four Mile Beach (near the Surf Life Savers). This asset would allow greater access to the beach by all
members of the public and especially those with special needs to access the water m:a_m_::. sand to improve their health and wellbeing.

that Douglas Shire
The provision of a pathway by Douglas

Principal Petitioner:  Lynda Brook Address: Davidson Street, Port Douglas Contact:

get around find great difficulty in accessing
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Petition — Improved Access to Four Mile Beach

Residence and visitors to the Douglas Shire value and appreciate the natural environment that this beautiful tropical region offers. However, it can be
dependent on the physical ability of an individual as to how environments such as Four Mile Beach can be accessed and appreciated. People living with
disabilities, the elderly and frail; and those living with certain health conditions who use mobility devices to get around find great difficulty in accessing
public spaces that more able bodied people take for granted. Traversing soft beach sand at Four Mile Beach in wheelchairs; with mobility devices; and for

those less confident on their feet is for many not an option in gaining access to the firm sand which would allow them either access to the water or the
greater beach area.

We the undersigned seek to support improved access to Four Mile Beach for those who are less physically able and mobile and ask that Douglas Shire
Council provide appropriate infrastructure as part of their capital works program which will enable this to happen. The provision of a pathway by Douglas
Shire Council which would allow people with wheelchairs, other mobility devices; parents/ carers of small infants with strollers; and the general public to
safely and with ease negotiate soft sand at the top of Four Mile Beach (near the Surf Life Savers). This asset would allow greater access to the beach by all
members of the public and especially those with special needs to access the water and firm sand to improve their health and wellbeing.

Principal Petitioner:  Lynda Brook Address: Davidson Street, Port Douglas Contact: Ibrook1959@gmail.com
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