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8.2. PETITION URGING COUNCIL TO ALLOCATE NECESSARY FUNDING 
AND RESOURCES TO NEWELL BEACH FORESHORE

REPORT AUTHOR Brenda Jang, Executive Assistant
MANAGER Joanne Jacobson, Executive Manager People and Governance
DEPARTMENT People and Governance
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive the Petition and refer it to a responsible officer for investigation 
and consideration in the Playground Renewal Program and 2019/20 Annual Budget.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A petition has been received by the Councillors and Chief Executive Officer via email. In 
accordance with Clause 5.1 of the Standing Orders for Council Meetings, this petition is now 
presented to Council.

The petition is urging Council to allocate the necessary funding and resources to upgrade 
the Newell Beach foreshore.

The principal petitioner is Lisa Scomazzon of Newell Beach.  There are 115 signatures to the 
petition with the majority of petitioners living in the 4873 post code area.

PROPOSAL

In accordance with Clause 5.1 of the Standing Orders for Council Meetings, it is proposed 
that Council receive the petition and refer it to Officers for investigation and for consideration 
in the Playground Renewal Program and 2019/20 Annual Budget.

The Chief Executive Officer and Acting Coordinator Open Spaces has proposed an on-site 
meeting with the principal petitioner for Thursday 18 April.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Email regarding Newell Beach Foreshore Petition [8.2.1]
2. Petition Newell Beach Foreshore [8.2.2]



From: Brenda Jang
To: Executive Assistant
Subject: FW: Newell Beach Foreshore Petition
Date: Monday, 8 April 2019 8:13:36 AM
Attachments: Petition Newell Beach Foreshore.pdf

 

From: Peter and Lisa Scomazzon <nbct2017@outlook.com>
Sent: Monday, April 1, 2019 10:24 AM
To: julia.leu@douglas.qld.gov.au; david.carey@douglas.qld.gov.au;
 michael.kerr@douglas.qld.gov.au; abigail.noli@douglas.qld.gov.au;
 roy.zammataro@douglas.qld.gov.au; marl.stoermer@doulgas.qld.gov.au
Subject: Newell Beach Foreshore Petition
 
Dear Mayor, Councilors and Mr Stoermer
 
Please find attached a petition that has been completed by some residents of the
 Douglas Shire and visitors to our Shire.  This petition started on the 19 February 2019
 and there is approximately 115 signatures.

The reason for this petition is to urge the council to allocate the necessary funding and
 resources to bring the Newell Beach foreshore up to a standard that we, the rate
 payers, expect from our Council. I have attached photos that clearly show what this
 petition is regarding to.

Newell Beach is a pristine part of this shire but unfortunately has been neglected with its
 up keeping and the foreshore is in no state to be enjoyed by people visiting or the local
 community. 

Issues that I see:
There is limited access to the beach because of overgrown foliage. 
There are 3 tables for people to use which need to be cleaned and repainted at
 the main access to the beach. 
The other tables along the foreshore are in worse condition and some are not
 easily accessible.
The poles for the swings are broken and very dangerous.  This should be fixed
 immediately as the metal is sharp (photo provided).
Public toilets are no compliant with the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) as it is
 against the law for a public place to be inaccessible to people with disabilities.
The foreshore needs to be mowed on a regularly basis (fortnightly) and the palm
 fronds need to be picked up and removed not thrown in the overgrown bush.
The BBQ area and playground are not near the public toilets and are not
 convenient for all.
Due to the overgrown foliage and long grass there is an infestation of mosquitos
 and snakes.  This is also ideal conditions for crocodiles to lay in the foliage and
 wait.

I would appreciate if you could take the time to read the suggestions on the Petition as it
 clearly shows what people would like. Some of the suggestions are:

Clean out vegetation and remove dead foliage,
Fix playground,
Boat Ramp,
Rock Pool/Stinger Net/Swimming area,
Upgrade toilets,
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More seating and BBQ areas,
Pathways.

Many residents of the shire who have signed the petition state that Newell Beach
 foreshore was once very popular with families for picnics, BBQs, and gatherings at the
 beach before this area was neglected.  The foreshore was all grassed with ample
 seating and space for families to enjoy.  Due to the state of the foreshore this cannot
 happen today because there are no areas where you can enjoy except walking on the
 beach.  Many residents would like to see the foreshore back to its former glory so
 families and visitors to the shire can enjoy one of our best assets.

Since I started living in Newell Beach I have noticed it is growing in popularity with
 visitors and it is relayed on a regular occurrence that they did not know that Newell
 Beach existed.  I personally find this disheartening to hear these comments from
 holiday makers who are staying at Port Douglas.  I can only ascertain that the reason
 for this, is because the only beach listed on the Douglas Shire Council website is Four
 Mile Beach.  So disappointing that this Council does not want to advertise the lovely
 beaches we have in this shire.
 
As the tourist season is close to start, myself and other rate payers of Newell Beach and
 the Douglas Shire hope that the Council will address these issues as a matter of
 priority.
 
I am happy to meet with you all if you would like to discuss this matter further at a time
 that will suit you.
 
Regards
 
 
Lisa Scomazzon
 
Get Outlook for Android
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