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5.7. A YEAR IN DISASTER: JANUARY 2020 - JUNE 2021

REPORT AUTHOR Jamie Kleinhans, Disaster Management Officer

MANAGER Paul Hoye, Manager Environment and Planning

DEPARTMENT Environment and Planning
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolves:
 

1. In accordance with section 80 (1)(b) of the Disaster Management Act 2003, to 
approve the 2021 Local Disaster Management Plan; 

2. In accordance with sections 33, 34 and 35 of the Disaster Management Act 2003, 
appoint the following positions as members of the Local Disaster Management 
Group for the Douglas Shire Council area: 

Table: 2021-22 Douglas LDMG Membership

CORE MEMBERS
DSC Mayor - Chairperson 
Councillor - Deputy Chairperson
DSC- Manager Environment & Planning/ Local Disaster Coordinator (LDC)
DSC - Disaster Management Officer (Deputy LDC)
DSC - Senior Media and Communications Officer
DSC - Manager People and Community Services
DSC - Manager Water/Wastewater
DSC - Manager Infrastructure
DSC - Local Recovery Coordinator
DSC - Chief Executive Officer

Mossman Hospital - Director of Nursing and Midwifery 
DCHDE - Senior Community Recovery Officer (Northern)
QFES - Fire and Rescue
QFES - Emergency Management Coordinator
QAS - OIC Mossman 
QPS - OIC Port Douglas
QPS - OIC Mossman

TPDD - Executive Officer
ADVISORS
Apunipima - Primary Health Care Manager
BBNAC – Manager
DATSIP - Acting Principal Planning and Engagement Officer
DSC - Environmental Health Team Leader
ERGON - Work Group Leader in Mossman
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ADVISORS
Jabalbina - CEO
Marine Rescue - Port Douglas
QAS - Port Douglas 
NBN - Manager - North QLD, Regional & Remote 
Port Douglas Community Service Network - Manager
Queensland Health - Team Leader – Environmental Health (WaSH)
QPWS - Senior Ranger Daintree Management Unit (Cape York)
QFES - Fire and Rescue Port Douglas
Red Cross - State Liaison and Engagement Lead
SES - Mossman Local Controller

TMR - Principal Engineer (Road Operations) | Far North Region 

3. To note the measures that have been undertaken to ensure that Council has a 
disaster response capability;

4. That Council notes the report on the 2020-21 disaster year and supports 
ongoing measures to build the resilience of the region.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Under the Disaster Management Act 2003 ("the Act"), a local government must prepare and 
approve a Local Disaster Management Plan (LDMP) for disaster management in the local 
government’s area. The existing plan has recently been updated with new information as a 
result of a review by the Local Disaster Coordinator.  
 
Members of the Local Disaster Management Group (LDMG) are required, under the Act, to 
be appointed by the Local Government. The list of LDMG Core Members has also recently 
been updated to reflect changes in positions associated with the LDMG. Appointments are 
made by positions, rather than names, to help accommodate changes in personnel on the 
LDMG which can occur for a variety of reasons. The appointment of the recommended 
positions as members of the LDMG will help ensure that the LDMG has a diverse range of 
representatives and skill sets to assist Council in meeting its needs under the Act and ensure 
that there is effective disaster management for the communities within the Douglas Shire area.
 
The Douglas LDMG endorsed the revised plan and the proposed Core Membership of the 
LDMG electronically on 16 August 2021. Council should also note that the LDMP was 
reviewed in September 2021 in conjunction with the Emergency Management Coordinator - 
Far Northern Region, Queensland Fire and Emergency Services and identified during the 
annual review by the Inspectorate General of Emergency Management’s (IGEM). 
 
Council is required to ensure it has a disaster response capability under the Act. A summary 
of actions taken to ensure Council has a satisfactory response capability is provided in the 
body of this report and a summary of the 2020-21 year.
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BACKGROUND

Section 29 of the Act requires a local government to establish a Local Disaster Management 
Group (local group) for the local government’s area.
 
The functions of a LDMG as outlined in s.30 of the Act include:
 

“a. to develop effective disaster management, and regularly review and assess the 
disaster management;

b. to help the local government for its area to prepare a local disaster management 
plan;

c. to identify, and provide advice to the relevant district group about, support services 
required by the local group to facilitate disaster management and disaster 
operations in the area;

d. to ensure the community is aware of ways of mitigating the adverse effects of an 
event, and preparing for, responding to and recovering from a disaster.”

LDMG members are appointed under s.33 of the Act and LDMG membership includes:
 

“. Chairperson (must be a Councillor) appointed by the relevant local government 
under s.34 of the Act;

. Deputy Chairperson (recommended to be a Councillor) appointed by the relevant 
local government under s.34 of the Act;

. Local Disaster Coordinator appointed by the relevant local government under s.35 
of the Act;

. person nominated by the Chief Executive, Department of Community Safety 
(DCS), normally the responsible Area Director from EMQ appointed by the 
relevant local government under s. 33 of the Act; and

. other persons appointed by the relevant local government under s. 33 of the Act, 
which should include:
O council representatives;
O local emergency services – Queensland Police Service (QPS), Queensland 

Ambulance Service (QAS), Queensland Fire and Emergency Service 
(QFES), SES Incident Controller;

O non-government organisations such as welfare organisations or community 
groups;

O other representatives as identified by the local government’s functional 
requirements.”

 
The majority of the agencies of the LDMG have been members since de-amalgamation and 
have been operating collaboratively as a LDMG.
 
Section 80 of the Act outlines the functions of a local government under this Act and these are 
as follows: -
 

“a. to ensure it has a disaster response capability;

b. to approve its local disaster management plan prepared under part 3;

c. to ensure information about an event or a disaster in its area is promptly given to 
the district disaster coordinator for the disaster district in which its area is situated;

d. to perform other functions given to the local government under this Act.”





https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.business.qld.gov.au/running-business/protecting-business/disaster-resilience/disaster-hub/resources&data=04%7C01%7Cjamie.kleinhans@douglas.qld.gov.au%7Ca53a44d0d7a64b617b4908d91e54645c%7C6a9f5157207e4711adf6e80c8955a0e2%7C0%7C0%7C637574170085982383%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=%7C1000&sdata=aeLBWXkQynhrIRN/tMzweFot6lMYYcmBnI011JlMf50=&reserved=0
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COUNCIL’S ROLE

Council can play a number of different roles in certain circumstances, and it is important to be 
clear about which role is appropriate for a specific purpose or circumstance.  The 
implementation of actions will be a collective effort and Council’s involvement will vary from 
information only through to full responsibility for delivery.
 
The following areas outline where Council has a clear responsibility to act:

Regulator Meeting the responsibilities associated with regulating activities through 
legislation or local law.

CONSULTATION

Internal: Council LDMG Members

External: LDMG members, Executive Officer DDMG and various QFES officers.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The LDMP will be available on Council's website along with information on preparing for 
disasters, understanding warnings and links to important sites such as the Bureau of 
Meteorology.

ATTACHMENTS

1. 2021 Local Disaster Management Plan [5.7.1 - 64 pages]
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î\

DOUGLAS SHIRE COUNCIL LOCAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT PLAN

LOCAL DISASTER
MANAGEMENT
PLAN
Douglas Shire

August 2021

Doc ID 1033293

Photo taken by David White, 2018/19 Monsoon Trough

SHIRE
COUNCIL

E^gagiy^g, Piay\niy\g, Partnering
Muruku {<iirmji - Eastern Kuku Ya(av\Ji
Nganijj! piv\a v\guv\da-lufv\... M^;/nyj('Kn-f^g^<af64 YivrgavMjdji

�$�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W������������ ���������R�I��������

�2�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� ���� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U��������



DOUGLAS SHIRE COUNCIL LOCAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT PLAN

FOREWORD FROM THE DOUGLAS LDMG CHAIRPERSON

Like the rest of Queensland, Douglas Shire Council is not immune to the threat of natural disasters

such as floods, heatwaves, severe weather and bushtire. These hazards may result in road closures,

infrastructure failures and other potential impacts, which may affect individuals and the community

in a number of different ways.

Significant disaster or large-scale emergency events will involve an ali-hazards approach, which is an

active Disaster Management philosophy which embraces mitigation, prevention, preparedness,

response and recovery strategies. The active participation of local communities before, during and

after such events will ensure the best outcomes for individuals, households, businesses and the

corritnunity as a whole. And actively building community resilience can reduce the Impact of any

disaster or emergency in the local community.

We know that as a community we may not be able to prevent disasters or serious events from

occurring, however we can prepare our community and enhance our resilience to the adverse impact

of any threat through effective pre-planning. The Local Disaster Management Plan provides an outline

for prevention, preparedness, response, and recovery arrangements for the Douglas community and

provides direction and authority for the Local Disaster Management Group (LDMG) to coordinate

capability in disaster management and disaster operations.

Over recent years Douglas Shire has experienced several severe weather events, and whilst we do our

best to mitigate and prepare for these events, our community continues to be resilient and

demonstrate their support to help those In need.

This plan !s a controlled but living document that will be kept up to date to compliment changes in

legislation and reflect lessons learnt from disasters and is endorsed by the Local Disaster Management

Group.

Mayor Michael Kerr

Douglas Shire Council

Chairperson Douglas Local Disaster Management Group

/0./.^/.^<
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DOCUMENT CONTROL

Requirements and review

In accordance with section S9 o^ the Q.ueens\at}d Disaster Management Act 2003 (the Act):

1. A local government may review, or renew, its local disaster management plan when the local

government considers it appropriate.

2. However, the local government must review the effectiveness of the plan at least once a year.

Council reviews the effectiveness of the plan using the Emergency Management Assurance

Framework through assurance activities to validate performance and through an annual disaster

management exercise.

Amendments and Version Control

The Local Disaster Management Plan Is a controlled document. The controller of the document is the

Douglas Shire Local Disaster Coordinator (LDC). Any proposed amendments to this plan should be

forwarded in writing to:

The Disaster Management Unit - Douglas Region

PO Box 723

MOSSMAN QLD 4873

The LDC or Disaster Management Officer (DM0) may approve inconsequential amendments to this

document. Any changes to the Intent of the document must be approved and endorsed by the

Douglas Shire Council in accordance with Section 80(l)(b) of the Act.

A copy of each amendment is to be forwarded to the Douglas LDMG - core members and advisors.

On receipt/ the amendment is to be inserted into the document and the Amendment Register updated

and signed.

Amendment Register

Document the history of amendments to the plan.

Version Date Prepared by Comments

1

2

3

4

5

2007

December 2008

October 2013

July 2014

Dec 2015

Douglas Shire Council

CT Management Group

(Qld)

Paul Hoye (Douglas)

QFES

P Hoye/LDMG, LDC

Douglas Local Disaster Management Plan - first version

under the DM Act 2003

Revised Plan to reflect Cairns Regional Council area

Revised Plan to reflect Douglas area because of de-

amalgamation

Changes made to reflect current practice as outlined In

Local Disaster Management Guidelines

Changes made to reflect current practice
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6

7

8

9

10

October 2016

June 2017

October 2018

October 2019

August 2021

P Hoye (LDC)

QFES (EM)

P Hoye (LDC)

LDC, DM0 and QFES

LDC.DMOandQFES

Changes made to reflect current practice

Changes made to reflect current practice

Changes made to reflect current practice

Changes to reflect current arrangements

Review of plan In accordance with Queensland's

Emergency Management Assurance Framework, Local

Government Planning Guidelines and the Queensland

Disaster Management Act 2003.

Distribution

The Plan, excluding confidential annexures and supporting documents, is available for public viewing

online at the Douglas Shire council website at https://douglas,qld.eov.au/communitv/disaster-and-

emereencv-information/local-disaster-management-group/ in PDF format. Alternatively/ a hard copy

can be viewed at 64-66 Front Street/ Mossman Administration Building, Mossman, 4873.

The LDMP has been distributed in accordance with the distribution list detailed in the latest LDMG

Members List. It is the responsibility of each individual or agency in receipt of this LDMPto ensure the

current plan Is maintained.

Important Information About This Document

This updated and revised plan is intended not solely for the domain of disaster management; rather,

it !s a shared responsibility between government, communities/ businesses, and individuals.

Certain section of the Local Disaster Management Plan (the plan) is privileged and confidential and

not available for distribution to the public.

Any party using the information for any purposes does so at their own risk and releases and

indemnifies Douglas Shire Council against all responsibility and liability (including negligence,

negligent misstatement, and pure economic loss) for all expenses, losses, damaged and costs because

of such use.
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ENDORSEMENT AND AUTHORITY TO PLAN

This plan has been developed by, and with the authority of, Douglas Shire Council pursuant to Sections

57 and 58 of the Act. The plan conforms to the State Plan guidelines. Section 80(1) (b) of the Act

requires Council to approve its Local Disaster Management Plan.

The plan has been reviewed and accepted.

MichifeH^erK Date September 2021

Mayor, Douglas Shire Council

Chair, Douglas Local Disaster Management Group

Juanita Warner Date September 2021

Acting CEO/ Douglas Shire Council

Acknowledgment of Country

Douglas Shire Council acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land and their unique

relationship with their ancestral Country. We pay respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Elders of Douglas Shire and recognise their strength and wisdom.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The primary focus of Douglas Shire CounciFs Local Disaster Management Plan is to effectively manage

and mitigate the effects of disasters on the community wherever possible or practical, while preparing

to respond when disasters do occur. The plan is based on a flexible and scalable 'all hazards approach,

encompassing the key principles of prevention, preparedness, response and recovery.

The aim of this plan is to minimise the effects of, coordinate the response to, and manage the recovery

from a disaster or major emergency affecting the Douglas local government area. This is achieved by:

• providing a comprehensive framework for disaster management activities within the

Douglas Shire

• ensuring appropriate strategies are developed and established to minimise the adverse

effects of a disaster on the Douglas Shire community

• developing risk-based plans and management arrangements with a community focus

• describing the organisational roles, responsibilities and procedures for effective disaster

management within Douglas Shire

• outlining operations for effective disaster management across the four phases of

prevention, preparedness/ response and recovery

• describing the committees and networks established for the coordination of multi-agency

responses

• acknowledging the likely effects of identified threats to the community, infrastructure and

the environment

• planning for those specific threats, including guidelines and procedures for the operation

of the plan

• providing information to build community resilience and better assist the community in

preparing for, responding to and recovering from disaster events.
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2. DOUGLAS SHIRE COMMUNITY PROFILE

2.1 Location

Douglas Shire Council is located on the east coast of Queensland between approximately 16 to 16 .43

south latitude. Approximately 1,780km (by road) north of Brisbane.

The total land area is approximately 2,445 km . Bloomfield River !s the northern geographic boundary

and the Shire Is bounded by Cook Shire and the Wujal Wujal Aboriginal Shire in the north.

The Coral Sea in the east forms a 95km boundary, the Great Dividing Range and Mareeba Shire form

the western boundary and with Cairns Regional Council to the south.

COOK
SHIRE
COUNCIL

CHINA CAMP a

CAFE IKIBUIAHON

itHORMIOHBEACH

MAREEBA
SHIRE
COUNCIL

OAINTKEE
VltLAGE I WOHGA BEACH

MIAtlO •

^NEWtll BEACH

MOSSMAN A •COOYABEACtt

1 pour DOUGLAS

Figure 1: Locality map of Douglas Shire Council
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2.2 Population

The Estimated Resident Population is the official population of the area. It is updated annually by the

Australian Bureau of Statistics, and reassessed every Census. As at 2020 the estimated resident

population of Douglas Shire Council was 12 426.

In the Douglas region human settlement can be considered to be located in six discrete areas, each of

which share some common characteristics:

• Bloomfleid-Degarra;

• Cape Tribulation-Forest Creek;

• DalntreeTownship-Newell Beach;

• Mossman-Cooya Beach;

• Port Douglas; and

• Mowbray-Wangetti.

Douglas has a significant Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander community with populations

concentrated in the Mossman, China Camp and Degarra areas (Bloomfield River).

Bloomfield-Deearra has a small rural-residential population adjoining the southern bank of the

Bloomfield River as well as a small Aboriginal community at China Camp, located 10 kilometres

southwest of Wujal Wujal. Wujal Wujal is an Aboriginal urban community, with its own local

government, on the northern bank of the Bloomfield River. Road access to the Bloomfield-Degarra

locality from the south Is problematic during the wet season, as is access from the north.

Cape Tribylation-Forest creek is the inhabited strip north of the Daintree River that passes through

the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. Access to this area from the south is via the Daintree ferry

which is inoperable in times of flood. The population in this locality is principally engaged in tourism

and primary production. Excepting a small area in Forest Creek the remaining area has no Mains

power.

Daintree Township-Newell Beach area includes the Daintree Village and the coastal suburbs of Newell

Beach, Wonga Beach/ Rocky Point, and a rural population which is involved in cane growing and beef

cattle production and includes the Miallo Village. Road access from the south is usually good, but is

often blocked for short periods during cyclone/flood events. Access to Daintree township from the

south can be cut by flooding of Barratt Creek.

Mossman-Cooya Beach also Incorporates a rural adjunct/ the residents of which are involved

principally in cane growing. Mossman township is the location of Council's Administration Centre,

Mossman Hospital (including Multi-Purpose Health Service) and State High School. The Mossman

Sugar Mill is also located in Mossman and processes sugar cane grown in the area, including Julatten

and Biboorah. Tourism is also important to this area and includes the Mossman Gorge Centre. This

locality must be traversed by all visitors travelling between Port Douglas and the Daintree coast. Road

access from the south is either via the Captain Cook Highway which passes Port Douglas/ or via the

Mossman-Mount Molloy Road.

Port Douglas is an internationally renowned tourist destination and is the largest urban settlement in

the Douglas region. Port Douglas has a significant increase in population during the tourism season

with the peak period being the months from June to October. Access to this locality from the south is

Page 11 of 64

�$�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W������������ ���������R�I��������

�2�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� ���� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U��������



DOUGIAS SHIRE COUNCIL LOCAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT PLAN

via the Captain Cook Highway which follows the coast along a narrow and scenic route. landslips

during cyclone/flood events have often caused the Captain Cook Highway to be closed for short

periods of time as have major traffic accidents. Major landslips have closed the road for several days.

The Mowbrav-Wangetti Beach locality also has cane growing hlnterland.

Low Isles has some permanent staff on the Island and day visitors can exceed 200.

Many of the Douglas Shire CoundFs formally "declared disasters" are triggered by extreme weather

and characterised by severe wind and rainstorms and flash floods. These events occur most frequently

along the coastline.

With an average growth rate of 1.02% over the last five years, the population of Douglas Shire is

expected to reach approximately 13,100 by 2025.

2.3 Geography

The Douglas Region includes significant areas of national park, state forest, rural areas and growing

urban areas. The Bloomfield River is the northern geographic boundary of the Douglas Shire Council.

In all, 95 kilometres of coastline make up the eastern boundary of the Douglas Area while the Great

Dividing Range forms the western boundary.

The main urban centres are Mossman and Port Douglas/ with smaller urban areas in Cooya Beach,

Newell, and Wonga. Urban areas include residential, commercial, industrial, institutional,

entertainment and tourist land uses. Rural land Is used predominantly for sugar cane and beef cattle

farming.

The Douglas Region is characterised by extensive areas of steep, mountainous terrain in the north,

west and south which defines limited areas ofalluvla! coastal plain, estuarine flats and coastal dunes.

The mountainous areas generally retain their natural vegetation while the coastal plain and associated

valleys have largely been cleared for cultivation/ grazing and settlement. Much of the foreshore,

riverine and estuarine vegetation remains intact, although some areas have been cleared as a result

of agricultural or urban development.

The main drainage features are:

• Bloomfield River: Is at the northern boundary of the Shire and flows to the coast through the

settlements of Wujal Wujai (north) and Degarra (south). A network of small creeks cross the

Bloomfield and Cape Tribulation Roads. These creeks can rise rapidly and cut the roads.

Creeks include Woobadda and Emmagen north of Cape Tribulation, and Mason's and Cooper

creeks to the south.

• Dalntree Rtver: drains a large area of National Park and Forestry land along a broad stretch of

the ranges in the western part of the Shire. The river flows through farmland and the Daintree

Township before meeting the sea north of Wonga. The river is tidal for a significant section

(approximately up to Barrett Creek). The Daintree River divides the Shire In two/ and vehicle

access across the river is only available by Dalntree River ferry or an unreliable sandbar

crossing in the Upper Damtree area. Several significant floods have occurred in the river and

the Daintree ferry can be inoperable due to flooding.
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• Saltwater Creek: drains part of the western range and enters the sea north of Newell Beach.

The creek can cut the Mossman-Daintree Road after significant rainfall. Levels are significantly

influenced by tide height.

• Mossman River: drains the western range just south of the Sattwater Creek catchment. The

river regularly cuts the Mossman-Daintree Road Just north of Mossman township. The river

enters the sea between Newell Beach and Cooya Beach. The Mossman River has had

significant flood events and flooded up into the Mossman Township.

• Mowbray River: drains the National Park and farmland areas around Julatten and crosses the

Captain Cook Highway 3kms south of Port Douglas. The Mowbray River can cause residents

in the Mowbray Valley and Spring Creek areas to be isolated when flooded In combination

with Spring Creek.

2.4 Climate and weather

Douglas Shire Council lies on the coast of Queensland between approximately 16° to 16.43° south

latitude and has a moist, tropical climate. Rainfall is seasonal, with the heaviest rain occurring from

December through to March, with significant rainfall often occurring in April. Extreme rainfall events

are associated with monsoonal events and tropical cyclones. Douglas comes under the influence of

tropical cyclones on average at least once every two years. Temperatures rarely exceed 35°C or go

below 15°C for extended periods.

The tropical climate of the Douglas Region is characterised by:

• relatively high temperatures with only small variations between daily maximum and minimum

temperatures;

• relatively small, yet discernible, variations in seasonal temperatures;

• relatively high humidity with generally little variation between morning and afternoon

humidity levels;

• relatively small, yet discernible, variations in seasonal humidity levels; and

• relatively high rainfall with greater concentrations of rainfall In the summer months

(December to April).

These climatic characteristics have a number of implications for human activity and development in

the Region, including:

• the marked seasonality of rainfall in the Region/ together with more comfortable

temperatures during the winter months, have given rise to a marked seasonality in tourist

visitation;

• the high number of rain days during the December to April period tend to restrict construction

work during this period as it is more cost-effective to operate mainly during the drier months;

• in conjunction with the steep mountain slopes the high rainfall intensity has greater

implications for soil erosion and land slippage;

• the high rainfall and its intensity also gives rise to greater road damage; and

• the high rainfall tends to render less effective, septic and on-site wastewater disposal through

absorption trenches.

The east coast of Australia Is subject to two king tides each year (winter and summer) and regular

higher than normal high tides. Increased amounts of vegetation from the heavy rain seasons and a
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combination of potential dry summer and low humidity are risk factors associated with a potential

bushfire season during the spring to mid-summer months If no additional rains are expected.

2.5 Industry

The predominant industry types for the Douglas Region are tourism (85%), farming (particularly

sugarcane), sugarcane processing and service industries which support the tourism (accommodation

and food services) and marine industries. Tourism is a significant employment sector for the region,

particularly for Port Douglas and the area north of the Daintree River.

2.6 Tourism

Tourism has surpassed the sugar industry to become the lynchpin of the economy for the Douglas

region. Figures from Tourism and Events Queensland demonstrate that, with an 80% economic

reliance on tourism, the Douglas Shire ranks as one of the most tourism-dependent region in Australia.

Douglas Shire welcomes an average of 426,000 overnight visitors and 262,000 day visitors each year/

generating $574 million while supporting over 2,500 jobs.

2.7 Transport

Douglas Shire has an extensive road network. All freight into and out of the shire is carried by road.

Several private bus operators are available as well as the ferry operating on the Daintree River, There

are extensive walking and cycling pathways.

Major roads include:

• Captain Cook Highway (Cairns - Mossman)

• Mossman - Mt Molloy Road (alternative link to Cairns)

• Mossman - Daintree Road

• Cape Tribulation road system Including the Daintree River Ferry

• Cape Tribulation - Bloomfield Road

2.8 Airports and Airstrips

There are no major airport facilities within the Douglas shire. Throughout the region there are

numerous sporting fields, resorts, schools, etc where rotary wing aircraft can land in emergency

situations.

The existing air transport facilities include a small, private grass-surface airstrip at Cow Bay (north of

the Daintree River) and established helicopter landing points at Diwan (north of Daintree River),

Mossman Hospital, the Sheraton Mirage Resort, Port Douglas, and adjacent to the Captain Cook

Highway, two (2) kilometres north of the Port Douglas Road turn-off.

Mossman Showgrounds, Daintree oval. Port Douglas AFL ground are also used for helicopter landings.

2.9 Education

Six Government Primary Schools, three non-government primary schools and one government

secondary school operate in Douglas Shire Coundl. There are numerous early childhood development

centres across the shire.
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2.10 Health

The shire !s serviced by Mossman Hospital and serviced by a number of private medical, dental,

chiropractic, pharmacy and physiotherapy services. Within the shire there are two Ambulance

Stations: Port Douglas and Mossman.

There is also a small community hospital at Wujal Wujal in the northern extremity of the Region. A

Health Clinic operates from a Council building in Diwan.

2.11 Energy supply

Power supply for the Mossman area is presently supplied via two 66kV feeder lines from the Atherton

Tabielands to a 66/22kV substation on Cassowary Road adjacent to the soccer fields, about 5

kilometres southeast of Mossman. Locally, the Cassowary substation supplies the Mossman to

Daintree area. This power supply can be unreliable leading to numerous and extended loss of power

during the Wet Season. There is no reticulated power north of the Daintree River/ excepting a small

area in Thornton Peak Drive and west.

Power Supply for Port Douglas is presently supplied via 2 transmissions lines from the Atherton

Tablelands to a 132/22KV substation at Craiglie. The Craiglie substation supplies Port Douglas south

to Hartley's Creek, Wangetti.

Port Douglas and Craiglie have a reticulated gas supply, with the main method of supply for the

remainder of theregion being bottled gas.

2.12 Water

The Douglas region has two main water supply service areas.

• The Mossman service area contains the major water supply system, and provides water to

Mossman, Port Douglas/ Cooya Beach, North Mossman and Newell Beach, as well as the rural

and rural-residential areas of Cassowary and Mowbray Valleys. Supply is taken from Rex

Creek, a tributary of the Mossman River within the Mossman Gorge section of the Daintree

National Park.

• The Whyanbeel Service area is much smaller and provides water to Wonga Beach and Miallo,

as well as residential development at Rocky Point, and along Syndicate, Whyanbeel,

O'Donoghue, Bamboo Creek, Kingston and the Mossman-Daintree Roads between Miallo and

Wonga Beach. Supply is taken from Little Falls Creek in the Whyanbeel Valley.

Retlculation involves over 300kms of water mains of various sizes, materials and age.

Water filtration and storage facilities for the Mossman service area are located at Mossman, on the

hill accessed from Coral Sea Drive Just to the west of the town (Gorge View Crescent). Storage tanks

are also provided on Flagstaff Hill Port Douglas, at ground level at Reef Park Port Douglas/ in a

landmark water tower at Newell Beach, on the northern slopes of Mount Beaufort abuttlng Cooya

Beach/ and at Cassowary and Mowbray. The reservoirs at Cooya Beach/ Newell Beach, Cassowary and

Mowbray are not in use, but can be filled and chlorinated as a preparatory measure to be activated as

required. Pumping stations are located adjacent to storage reservoirs at Flagstaff Hill and Reef Park.
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