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6.2.11 Rural residential zone code 

6.2.11.1 Application 

(1) This code applies to assessing development in the Rural residential zone. 
 
(2) When using this code, reference should be made to Part 5. 

6.2.11.2 Purpose  

(1) The purpose of the Rural residential zone code is to provide for rural residential development on 
large lots where infrastructure and services may not be provided on the basis that the intensity 
of development within the zone is dispersed. 

 
(2) The local government purpose of the code is to: 

(a) implement the policy direction set in the Strategic Framework, in particular: 
(i) Theme 1 : Settlement pattern, Element 3.4.6 – Rural residential areas, Element 

3.4.7 – Mitigation of hazards. 
(ii) Theme 2 : Environment and landscape values, Element 3.5.5 – Scenic amenity. 
(iii) Theme 6 : Infrastructure and transport, Element 3.9.2 – Energy, Element3.9.3 – 

Water and waste management. 
(b) provide for dwellings on lots generally larger than 4000m2; 
(c) provide protection to areas of ecological significance and scenic amenity significance 

where present. 
 
(3) The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes: 

(a) Development is predominantly for detached dwelling houses on large lots catering for 
hobby-farm living requiring limited infrastructure and services. 

(b) Development preserves the environmental, scenic amenity and topographical features of 
the land by integrating an appropriate scale of residential activities among these features. 

(c) Development provides a high level of residential amenity. 
(d) Development provides for the safe use of on-site wastewater treatment systems for 

effluent disposal with systems designed for varied soil type, slopes and prolonged periods 
of wet weather. 

 
Editor’s note - Reticulated sewerage is not generally available and is not required to be provided. 

6.2.11.3 Criteria for assessment  
Table 6.2.11.3.a – Rural residential zone code – assessable development 

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes 
For self-assessable and assessable development 
PO1 
The height of buildings is compatible with the 
rural residential character of the area and must 
not detrimentally impact on visual landscape 
amenity.  

AO1 
Dwelling houses are not more than 8.5 metres 
and two storeys in height. 
 
Note – Height is inclusive of roof height. 

PO2 
Buildings and structures are setback to maintain 
the rural residential character of the area and 
achieve separation from buildings on adjoining 
properties. 

AO2 
Buildings are setback not less than: 
(a) 40 metres from a property adjoining a State-

controlled road; 
(b) a minimum of 25 metres from the property 

boundary adjoining Cape Tribulation Road; 
(c) 20 metres from front boundaries; 
(d) 6 metres from side and rear property 

boundaries.   
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes 
PO3 
Building scale is compatible with the rural 
residential character of the area and must not 
detrimentally impact on visual landscape amenity. 

AO3.1 
The maximum building footprint of all buildings 
and structures (including outbuildings) contained 
on a lot does not exceed 500m2. 
 
AO3.2 
An outbuilding used for purposes ancillary to a 
dwelling house has maximum site coverage not 
greater than 20% of the total building footprint 
specified in AO3.1 above. 

PO4 
Buildings/structures are designed to maintain the 
rural residential character of the area. 

AO4 
White and shining metallic finishes are avoided 
on external surfaces of buildings. 

For assessable development 
PO5 
The establishment of uses is consistent with the 
outcomes sought for the Rural residential zone 
and protects the zone from the intrusion of 
inconsistent uses. 

AO5 
Uses identified in Table 6.2.11.3.b are not 
established in the Rural residential zone. 

PO6 
Existing native vegetation along watercourses 
and, in or adjacent to areas of environmental 
value, or areas of remnant vegetation of value is 
protected. 

AO6 
No acceptable outcomes are prescribed. 

PO7 
Development is located, designed, operated and 
managed to respond to the characteristics, 
features and constraints of the site and 
surrounds. 
 
Note- planning scheme policy – site assessments provides 
guidance on identifying the characteristics, features and 
constraints of a site and its surrounds.   

AO7 
No acceptable outcomes are prescribed. 

PO8 
Development does not adversely impact on the 
Rural residential character and amenity of the 
area in terms of traffic, noise, dust, odour, lighting 
or other physical or environmental impacts. 

AO8 
No acceptable outcomes are prescribed. 

PO9 
New lots contain a minimum area of 4000m2, 
incorporating: 
(a) a minimum of contiguous area of 2000m2 

exclusive of 1 in 6 (16.6%) gradients, with a 
minimum dimension of 20 metres; 

(b) sufficient area to cater for on-site waste water 
management systems. 

 
Note – Acceptable on-site waste disposal is to be 
demonstrated in a report prepared by a suitably qualified 
professional.  

AO9 
No acceptable solutions are prescribed. 

PO10 
New lots have a minimum road frontage of 30 
metres. 

AO10 
No acceptable outcomes are prescribed. 

PO11 
New lots contain a 40 metre x 50 metre rectangle. 

AO11 
No acceptable outcomes are prescribed. 



 

Douglas Shire Planning Scheme 2018 Version 1.0 
Part 6: Zones 

Part 6: Page 36 

Table 6.2.11.3.b — Inconsistent uses within the Rural residential zone 

Inconsistent uses 

• Adult store 
• Air services 
• Agricultural supplies store 
• Bar 
• Brothel 
• Bulk landscape supplies 
• Car wash 
• Cemetery 
• Community care centre 
• Community residence 
• Crematorium 
• Club 
• Detention facility 
• Dual occupancy 
• Educational establishment 
• Food and drink outlet 
• Funeral parlour 
• Garden centre 
• Hardware and trade 

supplies 
• Health care services 
• High impact industry 
• Hospital 
• Hotel 

• Indoor sport and recreation 
• Intensive animal industry 
• Intensive horticulture 
• Low impact industry 
• Major electricity 

infrastructure 
• Major sport, recreation and 

entertainment facility 
• Marine industry 
• Market 
• Medium impact industry 
• Motor sport facility 
• Multiple dwelling 
• Nightclub entertainment 

facility 
• Non-resident workforce 

accommodation 
• Office 
• Outdoor sales 
• Outstation 
• Parking station 
• Outdoor sport and 

recreation 
• Parking station 
• Permanent plantation 
• Place of worship 

• Port services 
• Relocatable home park 
• Renewable energy facility 
• Research and technology 

industry 
• Residential care facility 
• Resort complex  
• Retirement facility 
• Rooming accommodation 
• Rural industry 
• Rural workers 

accommodation 
• Service industry 
• Service Station 
• Shop 
• Shopping centre 
• Short-term accommodation 
• Showroom 
• Special industry 
• Theatre 
• Tourist attraction 
• Tourist park 
• Transport depot 
• Warehouse, 
• Winery 

 
Note – This table does not imply that all other uses not listed in the table are automatically consistent uses within the zone. 
Assessable development must still demonstrate consistency through the assessment process. 
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