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 Overlay codes 8.2

8.2.1 Acid sulfate soils overlay code 

8.2.1.1 Application 

(1) This code applies to assessing a material change of use, reconfiguring a lot, operational work or 
building work within the Acid sulfate soils overlay, if: 
(a) self-assessable or assessable development where the code is identified as being 

applicable in the Assessment criteria for the Overlay Codes contained in the Levels of 
Assessment Tables in section 5.6; 

(b) impact assessable development. 
 
(2) Land in the Acid sulphate soils overlay is identified on the Acid sulfate soils overlay map in 

Schedule 2 and includes the following sub-categories:  
(a) Land at or below the 5m AHD sub-category; 
(b) Land above the 5m AHD and below the 20m AHD sub-category. 

 
(3) When using this code, reference should be made to Part 5. 

8.2.1.2 Purpose  

(1) The purpose of the acid sulfate soils overlay code is to: 
(a) implement the policy direction in the Strategic Framework, in particular: 

(i) Theme 2: Environment and landscape values, Element 3.5.4 Coastal zones. 
(ii) Theme 3: Natural resource management, Element 3.6.2 land and catchment 

management, Element 3.6.3 Primary production, forestry and fisheries.  
(2) enable an assessment of whether development is suitable on land within the Acid sulfate soils 

overlay sub-categories. 
 
(2) The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes: 

(a) Development ensures that the release of any acid and associated metal contaminant is 
avoided by not disturbing acid sulfate soils when excavating, removing soil or extracting 
ground water or filling land; 

(b) Development ensures that disturbed acid sulfate soils, or drainage waters, are treated 
and, if required, on-going management practices are adopted that minimise the potential 
for environmental harm from acid sulfate soil and protect corrodible assets from acid 
sulfate soil. 

8.2.1.3 Criteria for assessment  
Table 8.2.1.3.a – Acid sulfate soils overlay code – assessable development 

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes 
For assessable development 

PO1  
The extent and location of potential or actual acid 
sulfate soils is accurately identified. 

AO1.1 
No excavation or filling occurs on the site. 
 
or 
 
AO1.2 
An acid sulfate soils investigation is undertaken.  
 
Note - Planning scheme policy SC 6.12– Potential and actual 
acid sulfate soils provides guidance on preparing an acid 
sulfate soils investigation. 
 

http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/CP/Definitions#AcidSulSoils
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes 
PO2 
Development avoids disturbing potential acid 
sulfate soils or actual acid sulfate soils, or is 
managed to avoid or minimise the release of acid 
and metal contaminants.  

AO2.1  
The disturbance of potential acid sulfate soils or 
actual acid sulfate soils is avoided by: 
(a) not excavating, or otherwise removing, soil or 

sediment identified as containing potential or 
actual acid sulfate soils;  

(b) not permanently or temporarily extracting 
groundwater that results in the aeration of 
previously saturated acid sulfate soils;  

(c) not undertaking filling that results in: 
(d) actual acid sulfate soils being moved below 

the water table; 
(e) previously saturated acid sulfate soils being 

aerated. 
 
or 
 
AO2.2 
The disturbance of potential acid sulfate soils or 
actual acid sulfate soils is undertaken in 
accordance with an acid sulfate soils 
management plan and avoids the release of 
metal contaminants by: 
(a) neutralising existing acidity and preventing 

the generation of acid and metal 
contaminants;  

(b) preventing the release of surface or 
groundwater flows containing acid and metal 
contaminants into the environment; 

(c) preventing the in situ oxidisation of potential 
acid sulfate soils and actual acid sulfate soils 
through ground water level management; 

(d) appropriately treating acid sulfate soils before 
disposal occurs on or off site; 

(e) documenting strategies and reporting 
requirements in an acid sulfate soils 
environmental management plan. 

 
Note - Planning scheme policy SC 6.12 – Acid sulfate soils 
provides guidance on preparing an acid sulfate soils 
management plan. 

PO3 
No environmental harm is caused as a result of 
exposure to potential acid sulfate soils or actual 
acid sulfate soils. 

AO3 
No acceptable outcomes are prescribed. 

 
  



 

Douglas Shire Planning Scheme 2018 Version 1.0 
Part 8: Overlays 

Part 8: Page 4 

Figure 8.2.1.3.a – Acid sulfate soils (SPP triggers) 

 

 

  


	Part 1 About the planning scheme
	1.1 Introduction
	1.2 Planning scheme components
	1.3 Interpretation
	1.3.1 Definitions
	1.3.2 Standard drawings, maps, notes, editor’s notes and footnotes
	1.3.3 Punctuation
	1.3.4 Zones for roads, closed roads, waterways and reclaimed land

	1.4 Categories of development
	1.5 Hierarchy of assessment criteria
	1.6 Building work regulated under the planning scheme
	1.7 Local government administrative matters
	1.7.1 Compensation
	1.7.2  Native title
	1.7.3 Precautionary principle
	1.7.4 Declaration of amenity and aesthetic impact referral agency assessment
	1.7.5 Relationship of the planning scheme to the planning scheme policies
	1.7.6 Film production


	Part 2 State planning provisions
	2.1 State planning policy
	2.2 Regional plan
	2.3 Referral agency delegations
	2.4 Standard planning scheme provisions

	Part 3 Strategic Framework
	3.1 Preliminary
	3.2 Strategic intent
	3.2.1 Douglas Profile
	3.2.1.1 Douglas Shire’s regional context
	3.2.1.2 Physical setting
	3.2.1.3 Environment
	3.2.1.4 Historical context
	3.2.1.5 People and settlement
	3.2.1.6 Built environment and heritage
	3.2.1.7 Economy
	3.2.1.8 Transport
	3.2.1.9 Infrastructure
	3.2.1.10 Community services

	3.2.2 Shaping the future
	3.2.2.1 Planning stewardship
	3.2.2.2 Reinforcing Douglas Shire’s sense of place and identity
	3.2.2.3 Catering for economic opportunity
	3.2.2.4 A sustainable Shire
	3.2.2.5 Increasing housing choice
	3.2.2.6 Acknowledging limits to development capacity within the Shire


	3.3 Strategic framework structure
	3.4 Theme 1 - Settlement pattern
	3.4.1 Strategic outcomes
	3.4.2 Element – Urban settlement
	3.4.2.1 Specific outcomes

	3.4.3 Element – Activity centres
	3.4.3.1 Specific outcomes

	3.4.4 Element – Industry areas and activities
	3.4.4.1 Specific outcomes

	3.4.5 Element – Residential areas and activities
	3.4.5.1 Specific outcomes

	3.4.6 Element – Rural residential areas
	3.4.6.1 Specific outcomes

	3.4.7 Element – Mitigation of hazards
	3.4.7.1 Specific outcomes
	3.4.7.2 Land use strategies

	3.4.8 Element – Recognition of the rights and interests of native title land holders
	3.4.8.1 Specific outcomes


	3.5 Theme 2 - Environment and landscape values
	3.5.1 Strategic outcomes
	3.5.2 Element – Aboriginal cultural heritage values
	3.5.2.1 Specific Outcomes

	3.5.3 Element – Biodiversity
	3.5.3.1 Specific outcomes
	3.5.3.2 Land use strategies

	3.5.4 Element – Coastal zones
	3.5.4.1 Specific outcomes

	3.5.5 Element – Scenic amenity
	3.5.5.1 Specific outcomes

	3.5.6 Element – Air and acoustic protection and hazardous materials
	3.5.6.1 Specific outcomes


	3.6 Theme 3 – Natural resource management
	3.6.1 Strategic outcomes
	3.6.2 Element – Land and catchment management
	3.6.2.1 Specific outcomes

	3.6.3 Element – Primary production, forestry and fisheries
	3.6.3.1 Specific outcomes

	3.6.4 Element – Resource extraction
	3.6.4.1 Specific outcomes


	3.7 Theme 4 - Strong communities and identity
	3.7.1 Strategic outcomes
	3.7.2 Element – Social planning and infrastructure
	3.7.2.1 Specific outcomes

	3.7.3 Element – Active communities
	3.7.3.1 Specific outcomes

	3.7.4 Element – Sense of place, community and identity
	3.7.4.1 Specific outcomes

	3.7.5 Element – Housing choice and affordability
	3.7.5.1 Specific outcomes

	3.7.6 Element – Arts and culture
	3.7.6.1 Specific outcomes

	3.7.7 Element – Cultural and landscape heritage
	3.7.7.1 Specific outcomes
	3.7.7.2 Land use strategies

	3.7.8 Element - Strengthening Indigenous communities
	3.7.8.1 Specific outcomes


	3.8 Theme 5 - Economy
	3.8.1 Strategic outcomes
	3.8.2 Element – Economic growth and diversification
	3.8.2.1 Specific outcomes

	3.8.3 Element – Tourism
	3.8.3.1 Specific outcomes

	3.8.4 Element – Primary production
	3.8.4.1 Specific outcomes

	3.8.5 Element – Innovation and technology
	3.8.5.1 Specific outcomes


	3.9 Theme 6 - Infrastructure and transport
	3.9.1 Strategic outcomes
	3.9.2 Element – Energy
	3.9.2.1 Specific outcomes

	3.9.3 Element – Water and waste management
	3.9.3.1 Specific outcomes

	3.9.4 Element – Transport
	3.9.4.1 Specific outcomes

	3.9.5 Element – Information technology
	3.9.5.1 Specific outcomes



	Part 4 Local government infrastructure plan
	Part 5 Tables of assessment
	5.1 Preliminary
	5.2 Reading the tables
	5.3 Additional matters about levels of assessment
	5.4 Additional matters about determining the assessment criteria
	5.5 Prescribed levels of assessment
	5.6 Levels of Assessment

	Part 6 Zones
	6.1 Preliminary
	6.2 Zone codes
	6.2.1 Centre zone code
	6.2.1.1 Application
	6.2.1.2 Purpose
	6.2.1.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.2 Community facilities zone code
	6.2.2.1 Application
	6.2.2.2 Purpose
	6.2.2.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.3 Conservation zone code
	6.2.3.1 Application
	6.2.3.2 Purpose
	6.2.3.3 Assessment criteria

	6.2.4 Environmental management zone code
	6.2.4.1 Application
	6.2.4.2 Purpose
	6.2.4.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.5 Industry zone code
	6.2.5.1 Application
	6.2.5.2 Purpose
	6.2.5.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.6 Low density residential zone code
	6.2.6.1 Application
	6.2.6.2 Purpose
	6.2.6.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.7 Low-medium density residential zone code
	6.2.7.1 Application
	6.2.7.2 Purpose
	6.2.7.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.8 Medium density residential zone code
	6.2.8.1 Application
	6.2.8.2 Purpose
	6.2.8.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.9 Recreation and open space zone code
	6.2.9.1 Application
	6.2.9.2 Purpose
	6.2.9.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.10 Rural zone code
	6.2.10.1 Application
	6.2.10.2 Purpose
	6.2.10.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.11 Rural residential zone code
	6.2.11.1 Application
	6.2.11.2 Purpose
	6.2.11.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.12 Special purpose zone code
	6.2.12.1 Application
	6.2.12.2 Purpose
	6.2.12.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.13 Tourism zone code
	6.2.13.1 Application
	6.2.13.2 Purpose
	6.2.13.3 Criteria for assessment

	6.2.14 Tourist accommodation zone code
	6.2.14.1 Application
	6.2.14.2 Purpose
	6.2.14.3 Criteria for assessment



	Part 7 Local plans
	7.1 Preliminary
	7.2 Local plan codes
	7.2.1 Cape Tribulation and Daintree Coast local plan code
	7.2.1.1 Application
	7.2.1.2 Context and setting
	7.2.1.3 Purpose
	7.2.1.4 Precinct 1 – Conservation precinct
	7.2.1.5 Precinct 2- Low impact residential precinct
	7.2.1.6 Precinct 3 - Low impact commercial precinct
	7.2.1.7 Precinct 4 - Low impact community purpose precinct
	7.2.1.8 Precinct 5 - Low impact rural production and tourist enterprise precinct
	7.2.1.9 Precinct 6 - Low impact tourism accommodation precinct
	7.2.1.10 Criteria for assessment

	7.2.2 Coastal communities local plan code
	7.2.2.1 Application
	7.2.2.2 Context and setting
	7.2.2.3 Purpose
	7.2.2.4 Criteria for assessment

	7.2.3 Mossman local plan code
	7.2.3.1 Application
	7.2.3.2 Context and setting
	7.2.3.3 Purpose
	7.2.3.4 Criteria for assessment

	7.2.4 Port Douglas/Craiglie local plan code
	7.2.4.1 Application
	7.2.4.2 Context and setting
	7.2.4.3 Purpose
	7.2.4.4 Criteria for assessment

	7.2.5 Return to Country Local Plan
	7.2.5.1 Application
	7.2.5.2 Context and setting
	7.2.5.3 Purpose
	7.2.5.4 Criteria for assessment



	Part 8 Overlays
	8.1 Preliminary
	8.2 Overlay codes
	8.2.1 Acid sulfate soils overlay code
	8.2.1.1 Application
	8.2.1.2 Purpose
	8.2.1.3 Criteria for assessment

	8.2.2 Bushfire hazard overlay code
	8.2.2.1 Application
	8.2.2.2 Purpose
	8.2.2.3 Criteria for assessment

	8.2.3 Coastal environment overlay code
	8.2.3.1 Application
	8.2.3.2 Purpose
	8.2.3.3 Criteria for assessment

	8.2.4 Flood and storm tide hazard overlay code
	8.2.4.1 Application
	8.2.4.2 Purpose
	8.2.4.3 Criteria for assessment

	8.2.5 Hillslopes overlay code
	8.2.5.1 Application
	8.2.5.2 Purpose
	8.2.5.3 Criteria for assessment

	8.2.6 Landscape values overlay code
	8.2.6.1 Application
	8.2.6.2 Purpose
	8.2.6.3 Criteria for assessment

	8.2.7 Natural areas overlay code
	8.2.7.1 Application
	8.2.7.2 Purpose
	8.2.7.3 Criteria for assessment

	8.2.8 Places of significance overlay code
	8.2.8.1 Application
	8.2.8.2 Purpose
	8.2.8.3 Criteria for assessment

	8.2.9 Potential landslide hazard overlay code
	8.2.9.1 Application
	8.2.9.2 Purpose
	8.2.9.3 Criteria for assessment

	8.2.10 Transport network overlay code
	8.2.10.1 Application
	8.2.10.2 Purpose
	8.2.10.3 Criteria for assessment



	Part 9 Development codes
	9.1 Preliminary
	9.2 Statewide codes
	9.2.1 Community residence code
	9.2.1.1 Application
	9.2.1.2 Criteria for assessment

	9.2.2 Forestry for wood production code
	9.2.2.1 Application
	9.2.2.2 Purpose
	9.2.2.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.2.3 Reconfiguration of a lot
	9.2.3.1 Application
	9.2.3.2 Purpose
	9.2.3.3 Criteria for assessment


	9.3 Use codes
	9.3.1 Animal keeping code
	9.3.1.1 Application
	9.3.1.2 Purpose
	9.3.1.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.2 Caretaker’s accommodation code
	9.3.2.1 Application
	9.3.2.2 Purpose
	9.3.2.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.3 Centre activities code
	9.3.3.1 Application
	9.3.3.2 Purpose
	9.3.3.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.4 Child care centre code
	9.3.4.1 Application
	9.3.4.2 Purpose
	9.3.4.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.5 Community care centre code
	9.3.5.1 Application
	9.3.5.2 Purpose
	9.3.5.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.6 Community facilities code
	9.3.6.1 Application
	9.3.6.2 Purpose
	9.3.6.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.7 Dual occupancy code
	9.3.7.1 Application
	9.3.7.2 Purpose
	9.3.7.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.8 Dwelling house code
	9.3.8.1 Application
	9.3.8.2 Purpose
	9.3.8.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.9 Dwelling unit code
	9.3.9.1 Application
	9.3.9.2 Purpose
	9.3.9.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.10 Extractive industry code
	9.3.10.1 Application
	9.3.10.2 Purpose
	9.3.10.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.11 Home based business code
	9.3.11.1 Application
	9.3.11.2 Purpose
	9.3.11.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.12 Industry activities code
	9.3.12.1 Application
	9.3.12.2 Purpose
	9.3.12.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.13 Multiple dwelling, short term accommodation and retirement facility code
	9.3.13.1 Application
	9.3.13.2 Purpose
	9.3.13.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.14 Parking station code
	9.3.14.1 Application
	9.3.14.2 Purpose
	9.3.14.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.15 Relocatable home park and tourist park code
	9.3.15.1 Application
	9.3.15.2 Purpose
	9.3.15.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.16 Rooming accommodation code
	9.3.16.1 Application
	9.3.16.2 Purpose
	9.3.16.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.17 Rural activities code
	9.3.17.1 Application
	9.3.17.2 Purpose
	9.3.17.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.18 Sales office code
	9.3.18.1 Application
	9.3.18.2 Purpose
	9.3.18.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.19 Service station code
	9.3.19.1 Application
	9.3.19.2 Purpose
	9.3.19.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.20 Sport and recreation activities code
	9.3.20.1 Application
	9.3.20.2 Purpose
	9.3.20.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.3.21 Telecommunications facility code
	9.3.21.1 Application
	9.3.21.2 Purpose
	9.3.21.3 Criteria for assessment


	9.4 Other development codes
	9.4.1 Access, parking and servicing code
	9.4.1.1 Application
	9.4.1.2 Purpose
	9.4.1.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.4.2 Advertising devices code
	9.4.2.1 Application
	9.4.2.2 Purpose
	9.4.2.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.4.3 Environmental performance code
	9.4.3.1 Application
	9.4.3.2 Purpose
	9.4.3.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.4.4 Filling and excavation code
	9.4.4.1 Application
	9.4.4.2 Purpose
	9.4.4.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.4.5 Infrastructure works code
	9.4.5.1 Application
	9.4.5.2 Purpose
	9.4.5.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.4.6 Landscaping code
	9.4.6.1 Application
	9.4.6.2 Purpose
	9.4.6.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.4.7 Reconfiguring a lot code
	9.4.7.1 Application
	9.4.7.2 Purpose
	9.4.7.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.4.8 Ship-sourced pollutants reception facilities in marinas code
	9.4.8.1 Application
	9.4.8.2 Purpose
	9.4.8.3 Criteria for assessment

	9.4.9 Vegetation management code
	9.4.9.1 Application
	9.4.9.2 Purpose
	9.4.9.3 Criteria for assessment



	Part 10 Other plans

