9.4.3

Environmental performance code

9.4.3.1

Application

(1)

This code applies to assessing:
(a)
building work for outdoor lighting;
(b)
a material change of use or reconfiguring a lot if:
(i)
assessable development where the code is identified in the assessment criteria
column of a table of assessment; or
(ii)
impact assessable development, to the extent relevant.

Note – Where for the purpose of lighting a tennis court in a Residential zone, a compliance statement prepared by a suitably
qualified person must be submitted to Council with the development application for building work.

(2)

When using this code, reference should be made to Part 5.

9.4.3.2

Purpose

(1)

The purpose of the Environmental performance code is to ensure development is designed and
operated to avoid or mitigate impacts on sensitive receiving environments.

(2)

The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes:
(a)
activities that have potential to cause an adverse impact on amenity of adjacent and
surrounding land, or environmental harm is avoided through location, design and
operation of the development;
(b)
sensitive land uses are protected from amenity related impacts of lighting, odour, airborne
particles and noise, through design and operation of the development;
(c)
stormwater flowing over, captured or discharged from development sites is of a quality
adequate to enter receiving waters and downstream environments;
(d)
development contributes to the removal and ongoing management of weed species.

9.4.3.3

Criteria for assessment

Table 9.4.3.3.a – Environmental performance code – assessable development

Performance outcomes

Acceptable outcomes

Lighting
PO1
Lighting incorporated within development does
not cause an adverse impact on the amenity of
adjacent uses and nearby sensitive land uses.

AO1.1
Technical parameters, design, installation,
operation and maintenance of outdoor lighting
comply with the requirements of Australian
standard AS4282-1997 Control of the obtrusive
effects of outdoor lighting.
AO1.2
Development that involves flood lighting is
restricted to a type that gives no upward
component of light where mounted horizontally.
AO1.3
Access, car parking and manoeuvring areas are
designed to shield nearby residential premises
from impacts of vehicle headlights.

Noise
PO2
Potential noise generated from the development
is avoided through design, location and operation
of the activity.
Note – Planning Scheme Policy SC6.4 – Environmental

AO2.1
Development does not involve activities that
would cause noise related environmental harm or
nuisance;
or
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Performance outcomes

Acceptable outcomes

management plans provides guidance on preparing a report to
demonstrate compliance with the purpose and outcomes of
the code.

AO2.2
Development ensures noise does not emanate
from the site through the use of materials,
structures and architectural features to not cause
an adverse noise impact on adjacent uses.
AO2.3
The design and layout of development ensures
car parking areas avoid noise impacting directly
on adjacent sensitive land uses through one or
more of the following:
(a) car parking is located away from adjacent
sensitive land uses;
(b) car parking is enclosed within a building;
(c) a noise ameliorating fence or structure is
established adjacent to car parking areas
where the fence or structure will not have a
visual amenity impact on the adjoining
premises;
(d) buffered with dense landscaping.
Editor’s note - The Environmental Protection (Noise) Policy
2008, Schedule 1 provides guidance on acoustic quality
objectives to ensure environmental harm (including nuisance)
is avoided.

Airborne particles and other emissions
PO3
Potential airborne particles and emissions
generated from the development are avoided
through design, location and operation of the
activity.

AO3.1
Development does not involve activities that will
result in airborne particles or emissions being
generated;
or

Note – Planning Scheme Policy SC6.4 – Environmental
management plans provides guidance on preparing a report to
demonstrate compliance with the purpose and outcomes of
the code.

AO3.2
The design, layout and operation of the
development activity ensures that no airborne
particles or emissions cause environmental harm
or nuisance.
Note - examples of activities which generally cause airborne
particles include spray painting, abrasive blasting,
manufacturing activities and car wash facilities.
Examples of emissions include exhaust ventilation from
basement or enclosed parking structures, air
conditioning/refrigeration ventilation and exhaustion.
The Environmental Protection (Air) Policy 2008, Schedule 1
provides guidance on air quality objectives to ensure
environmental harm (including nuisance) is avoided.

Odours
PO4
Potential odour causing activities associated with
the development are avoided through design,
location and operation of the activity.

AO4.1
The development does not involve activities that
create odorous emissions;
or

Note – Planning Scheme Policy SC6.4 – Environmental
management plans provides guidance on preparing a report to
demonstrate compliance with the purpose and outcomes of
the code.

AO4.2
The use does not result in odour that causes
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Performance outcomes

Acceptable outcomes
environmental harm or nuisance with respect to
surrounding land uses.

Waste and recyclable material storage
PO5
Waste and recyclable material storage facilities
are located and maintained to not cause adverse
impacts on adjacent uses.

AO5.1
The use ensures that all putrescent waste is
stored in a manner that prevents odour nuisance
and is disposed of at regular intervals.

Note – Planning Scheme Policy SC6.4 – Environmental
management plans provides guidance on preparing a report to
demonstrate compliance with the purpose and outcomes of
the code.

AO5.2
Waste and recyclable material storage facilities
are located, designed and maintained to not
cause an adverse impact on users of the
premises and adjacent uses through
consideration of:
(a) the location of the waste and recyclable
material storage areas in relation to the noise
and odour generated;
(b) the number of receptacles provided in relation
to the collection, maintenance and use of the
receptacles;
(c) the durability of the receptacles, sheltering
and potential impacts of local climatic
conditions;
(d) the ability to mitigate spillage, seepage or
leakage from receptacles into adjacent areas
and sensitive receiving waters and
environments.
Editor’s note - the Environmental Protection (Waste
Management) Policy 2008 provides guidance on the design of
waste containers (receptacles) to ensure environmental harm
(including nuisance) is avoided.

Sensitive land use activities
PO6
Sensitive land use activities are not established in
areas which will receive potentially incompatible
impacts on amenity from surrounding, existing
development activities and land uses.

AO6.1
Sensitive land use activities are not established in
areas that will be adversely impacted upon by
existing land uses, activities and potential
development possible in an area;
or
AO6.2
Sensitive land activities are located in areas
where potential adverse amenity impacts mitigate
all potential impacts through layout, design,
operation and maintenance.

Stormwater quality
PO7
The quality of stormwater flowing over, through or
being discharged from development activities into
watercourses and drainage lines is of adequate
quality for downstream environments, with
respect to:
(a) the amount and type of pollutants borne from
the activity;
(b) maintaining natural stream flows;

AO7.1
Development activities are designed to ensure
stormwater over roofed and hard stand areas is
directed to a lawful point of discharge.
AO7.2
Development ensures movement of stormwater
over the site is not impeded or directed through
potentially polluting activities.
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Performance outcomes

Acceptable outcomes

(c) the amount and type of site disturbance;
(d) site management and control measures.

AO7.3
Soil and water control measures are incorporated
into the activity’s design and operation to control
sediment and erosion potentially entering
watercourses, drainage lines and downstream
receiving waters.
Note - Planning scheme policy - FNQROC Regional
Development Manual provides guidance on soil and water
control measures to meet the requirements of the
Environmental Protection Act 1994.
During construction phases of development, contractors and
builders are to have consideration in their work methods and
site preparation for their environmental duty to protect
stormwater quality.

Pest plants (for material change of use on vacant land over 1,000m2)
PO8
Development activities and sites provide for the
removal of all pest plants and implement ongoing
measures to ensure that pest plants do not
reinfest the site or nearby sites.

AO8.1
The land is free of declared pest plants before
development establishes new buildings,
structures and practices;
or

Editor’s note - This does not remove or replace all land
owner’s obligations or responsibilities under the Land
Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002.

AO8.2
Pest plants detected on a development site are
removed in accordance with a management plan
prepared by an appropriately qualified person
prior to construction of buildings and structures or
earthworks.
Note - A declaration from an appropriately qualified person
validates the land being free from pest plants.
Declared pest plants include locally declared and State
declared pest plants.
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