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9.4.9 Vegetation management code 

9.4.9.1 Application 

(1) This code applies to assessing operational works for vegetation damage if: 
(a) assessable development where the code is an applicable code identified in the 

assessment criteria column of a table of assessment; 
(b) impact assessable development, to the extent relevant. 

 
(2) When using this code, reference should be made to Part 5. 

9.4.9.2 Purpose  

(1) The purpose of the Vegetation management code is achieved through the overall outcomes. 
 
(2) The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes: 

(a) vegetation is protected from inappropriate damage; 
(b) where vegetation damage does occur it is undertaken in a sustainable manner; 
(c) significant trees are maintained and protected; 
(d) biodiversity and ecological values are protected and maintained; 
(e) habitats for rare, threatened and endemic species of flora and fauna are protected and 

maintained; 
(f) landscape character and scenic amenity is protected and maintained; 
(g) heritage values are protected and maintained. 

9.4.9.3 Criteria for assessment  
Table 9.4.9.3.a – Vegetation management –assessable development 

Note – All vegetation damage is to have regard to the provisions of AS4373-2009 Pruning of Amenity Trees 

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes 
For self-assessable and assessable development 
PO1  
Vegetation is protected to ensure that: 
(a) the character and amenity of the local area is 

maintained;  
(b) vegetation damage does not result in 

fragmentation of habitats;  
(c) vegetation damage is undertaken in a 

sustainable manner;  
(d) the Shire’s biodiversity and ecological values 

are maintained and protected;   
(e) vegetation of historical, cultural and / or visual 

significance is retained;  
(f) vegetation is retained for erosion prevention 

and slope stabilisation. 

AO1.1 
Vegetation damage is undertaken by a statutory 
authority on land other than freehold land that the 
statutory authority has control over; 
 
or 
 
AO1.2 
Vegetation damage is undertaken by or on behalf 
of the local government on land controlled, owned 
or operated by the local government; 
 
or 
 
AO1.3 
Vegetation damage, other than referenced in 
AO1.1 or AO1.2 is the damage of: 
(a) vegetation declared as a pest pursuant to the 

Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route 
Management) Act 2002; or 

(b) vegetation identified within the local govern-
ment’s register of declared plants pursuant to 
the local government’s local laws; or 

(c) vegetation is located within a Rural zone and 
the trunk is located within ten metres of an 
existing building; or 

(d) vegetation is located within the Conservation 
zone or Environmental management zone 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes 
and the trunk is located within three metres of 
an existing or approved structure, not 
including a boundary fence;. 

 
or 
 
AO1.4 
Vegetation damage that is reasonably necessary 
for carrying out work that is: 
(a) authorised or required under legislation or a 

local law; 
(b) specified in a notice served by the local 

government or another regulatory authority;  
 
or 
 
AO1.5 
Vegetation damage for development where the 
damage is on land the subject of a valid 
development approval and is necessary to give 
effect to the development approval; 
 
or 
 
AO1.6 
Vegetation damage is in accordance with an 
approved Property Map of Assessable Vegetation 
issued under the Vegetation Management Act 
1999; 
 
or 
 
AO1.7 
Vegetation damage is essential to the 
maintenance of an existing fire break;  
 
or 
 
AO1.8 
Vegetation damage is essential to prevent 
interference to overhead service cabling; 
 
or 
 
AO1.9 
Vegetation damage is for an approved Forest 
practice, where the lot is subject to a scheme 
approved under the Vegetation Management Act 
1999; 
or 
 
AO1.10 
Vegetation damage is undertaken in accordance 
with section 584 of the Sustainable Planning Act 
2009.  
 
AO1.11 
Vegetation damage where it is necessary to 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes 
remove one tree in order to protect an adjacent 
more significant tree (where they are growing 
close to one another). 
 
AO1.12 
Private property owners may only remove dead, 
dying, structurally unsound vegetation following 
receipt of written advice from, at minimum, a fully 
qualified Certificate V Arborist. A copy of the 
written advice is to be submitted to Council for its 
records, a minimum of seven business days prior 
to the vegetation damage work commencing. 

PO2 
Vegetation damaged on a lot does not result in a 
nuisance 

AO2.1 
Damaged vegetation is removed and disposed of 
at an approved site;  
or 
 
AO2.2 
Damaged vegetation is mulched or chipped if 
used onsite. 

For assessable development 
PO3 
Vegetation damage identified on the Places of 
significance overlay lot does not result in a 
negative impact on the site’s heritage values. 

AO3 
No acceptable outcomes are prescribed.  
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