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16 September 2025 

Enquiries: Rebecca Taranto 
Our Ref: OP 2025_5824/1 (Doc ID:1322158) 

 

B A Ferguson 
45 Warner Street 
Port Douglas QLD  4877 
 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Development Application for Operational Works- Vegetation Damage  
(Tree Trimming and Removal of Two (2) Melaleuca Trees) 

At 43-45 Warner Street Port Douglas 
On Land Described as Lot 52 on SP318419 

Please find attached the Decision Notice for the above-mentioned development application. 

Please quote Council’s application number: OP 2025_5824/1 in all subsequent correspondence 
relating to this development application.   

Should you require any clarification regarding this, please contact Rebecca Taranto on 
telephone 07 4099 9444. 

Yours faithfully 

 
For  
Leonard Vogel 
Manager Environment & Planning 
 

• Decision Notice 
o Approved Drawing(s) and/or Document(s) 
o Concurrence Agency Response 
o Reasons for Decision - response to properly made submissions. 

• Advice For Making Representations and Appeals (Decision Notice) 
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Decision Notice 
Approval (with conditions) 

Given under s 63 of the Planning Act 2016 

Applicant Details 

Name: B A Ferguson 

Postal Address: 45 Warner Street 
Port Douglas QLD  4877 

Email: bafandtheduck@bigpond.com 

Property Details 

Street Address: 43-45 Warner Street Port Douglas 

Real Property Description: Lot 52 on SP318419 

Local Government Area: Douglas Shire Council 

Details of Proposed Development 

Development Permit for Operational Works- Tree Trimming and Removal of Two (2) Melaleuca 
Trees 

Decision 

Date of Decision: 16 September 2025 

Decision Details: Approved (subject to conditions) 

Approved Drawing(s) and/or Document(s) 

Copies of the following plans, specifications and/or drawings are enclosed.   

The term ‘approved drawing(s) and/or document(s) or other similar expressions means: 

Drawing or Document Reference Date 

Site Plan of tree Trimming 
Removal  

Unauthored Drawing  

Council Doc id; 1319929 

Submitted with 
Application on 18 
August 2025 



Doc ID:1322158 OP 2025_5824/1 Page 3 of 16 

 

 

Assessment Manager Conditions & Advices 

1. Carry out the approved development generally in accordance with the approved 
drawing(s) and/or document(s), and in accordance with: 
 

a. The specifications, facts and circumstances as set out in the application 
submitted to Council; and 

b. The following conditions of approval and the requirements of Council’s Planning 
Scheme and the FNQROC Development Manual.  

Except where modified by these conditions of approval. 

Timing of Effect 

2. The conditions of the Development Permit must be effected prior to endorsement of the 
Survey Plan except otherwise nominated in these conditions of approval.  

Removal of Two (2) Melaleuca Trees 

3. The two (2) Melaleuca trees identified on Site Plan of Tree Trimming Removal (Council 
Doc id; 1319929) as Tree 1 and Tree 2 are to be removed in their entirety. This approval 
does not permit the removal of any other trees.   

Tree Trimming 

4. Prior to the trimming of the Melaleuca trees identified as Tree 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 on the 
Site Plan of Tree Trimming Removal (Council Doc id; 1319929), submit a report to 
Council prepared by a suitably qualified arborist (AQF Level 5, Diploma in Arboriculture) 
for endorsement by the Chief Executive Officer. The report must include a plan for 
trimming Melaleuca tree number 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9, ensuring that the canopy 
reduction meets with the requirements of Australian Standard AS4373-2009: Pruning of 
Amenity Trees.  

5. Council’s Environment and Planning Department must be notified two (2) business days 
prior to the proposed date of commencement of any approved vegetation clearing. 

6. Prior to the removal of any tree, an inspection must be carried out for any signs of 
protected wildlife including nests and animal habitat. Should any recent wildlife activity 
be identified, removal of the tree must not occur until the animal has vacated the area of 
immediate danger. 

7. A clearing permit (protected plants) must be obtained from the Department of 
Environment and Heritage Protection for the relocation of all specimens of ‘Ant Plant’ 
(Myrmecodia beccarii) prior to the removal of any host trees.  ‘Ant Plants’ are listed as 
Vulnerable under both the Nature Conservation Act 1992 and the Environment 
Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  Information on clearing permits may 
be obtained from the Department of Environment and Science. 

Advice 

1. This approval does not negate the requirement for compliance with all other relevant 
Council Local Laws and other statutory requirements.   

2. For information relating to the Planning Act 2016 log on to 
https://planning.dsdmip.qld.gov.au/.   To access the FNQROC Regional Development 
Manual, Local Laws, the Douglas Shire Planning Scheme and other applicable Policies 
log on to www.douglas.qld.gov.au. 

Further Development Permits 

Not applicable  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplanning.dsdmip.qld.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorgia.graham%40douglas.qld.gov.au%7C5ca02fbf77664cb98ac508dd8d169178%7C6a9f5157207e4711adf6e80c8955a0e2%7C0%7C0%7C638821850261042536%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h4DV2E%2BtJ6sQN5ljG7HF4aoQAMKRMbnWVFA%2BVdW0T5U%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.douglas.qld.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorgia.graham%40douglas.qld.gov.au%7C5ca02fbf77664cb98ac508dd8d169178%7C6a9f5157207e4711adf6e80c8955a0e2%7C0%7C0%7C638821850261051602%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QWw%2FcDmCSiYritKuYT2VXeJUSoz9gvaAn4drt%2F65qRg%3D&reserved=0
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Currency Period for the Approval 

This approval, granted under the provisions of the Planning Act 2016, shall lapse two (2) years 
from the day the approval takes effect in accordance with the provisions of Section 85 of the 
Planning Act 2016. 

Rights to make Representations & Rights of Appeal 

The rights of applicants to make representations and rights to appeal to a Tribunal or the 
Planning and Environment Court against decisions about a development application are set out 
in Chapter 6, Part 1 of the Planning Act 2016.  

A copy of the relevant appeal provisions is attached. 
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Approved Drawing(s) and/or Document(s) 
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Reasons for Decision 

1. The reasons for this decision are: 

 a. Sections 60, 62 and 63 of the Planning Act 2016: 

 b. to ensure the development satisfies the benchmarks of the 2018 Douglas Shire 
Planning Scheme Version 1.0; and 

 c. to ensure compliance with the Planning Act 2016. 

2. Findings on material questions of fact: 

 a. the development application was properly lodged to the Douglas Shire Council 
18/08/2025 under section 51 of the Planning Act 2016 and Part 1 of the Development Assessment 
Rules;  

 b. the development application contained information from the applicant which Council 
reviewed together with Council’s own assessment against the 2017 State Planning Policy and the 
2018 Douglas Shire Planning Scheme Version 1.0 in making its assessment manager decision. 

3. Evidence or other material on which findings were based: 

 a. the development triggered assessable development under the Assessment Table 
associated with the Centre Zone Code; 

 b. Council undertook an assessment in accordance with the provisions of sections 60, 
62 and 63 of the Planning Act 2016; and 

 c. the applicant’s reasons have been considered and the following findings are made: 

  i. Subject to conditions, the development satisfactorily meets the Planning 
Scheme benchmarks. 
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Extracts from the Planning Act 2016 - Making Representations During Applicant’s Appeal 

Period   
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Extracts from the Planning Act 2016 – Appeal Rights  
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