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SHIRE COUNCIL
Administration Office

64 - 66 Front St Mossman
4 May 2023 P 07 4099 9444

F 07 4098 2902

Enquiries: Jenny Elphinstone
Our Ref: EXEM 2023_5368/1 (Doc )
Your Ref:

Jess Coleman
Secretary
Paperbark Gardens
Email: jesscoleman.tng@gmail.com

Dear Madam

EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE

Council refers to your request for an exemption certificate for the following premises received on
24 April 2023.

Summary of Exempt Development

Proposed damage to existing trees of trimming only as per the Arborist’'s Report, “Tree Health
and Condition Report, 48 Mudlo Street, Port Douglas, Paperbark Gardens 4th April 2022,”
prepared by James Watts for Tree Acq Pty Ltd — MPDT.

Location details

Street Address: 0/48-50 and 8/48-50 Mudlo Street Port Douglas
Real Property Description:  Lots 0 and 8 on BUP 102644
Local Government Area: Douglas Shire Council

Decision

Council advises that an exemption certificate has been granted on 4 May 2023 for development
as detailed in Attachment 1.

Referral agencies

Not Applicable.
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Reasons for giving exemption certificate

The development is exempt under this certificate under s46(3)(b) of the Planning Act 2016 for
the following reason(s):

e The effects of the development would be minor or inconsequential, considering the
circumstances under which the development was categorised as assessable development.

When exemption certificate ceases to have effect

This exemption certificate lapses in two years.

Other

Please quote Council’s application number: EXEM 2023 5368/1 in all subsequent
correspondence relating to this request.

Should you require any clarification regarding this matter, please contact Jenny Elphinstone on
telephone 07 4099 9444.

Yours faithfully

For
Paul Hoye
Manager Environment & Planning

cc Emailed to Paperbark Gardens Body Corporate CTS-17030 — admin@zacks-strata.com
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Attachment 1

Tree Health and Condition Report

48 Mudlo street, Port Douglas

Paperbark Gardens

4™ April 2022

Diploma of Arboriculture: James Watts Passionate about trees
E: sales@mpdt.com.au

Tree Acq Pty Ltd — MPDT & Commercial in confidence
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1. Introduction

MPOT has been commissioned by ZACKs Strata to provide a tree and health assessment
report. The aim of this survey was to establish the impact of 2 significant trees in the
grounds of Lot 8 48 Mudlo Street, Port Douglas (Paperbark Gardens).

These trees were assessed from ground level using accepted modern arboricultural
technigues - no aerial or underground inspections were made.

The information and recommendations contained within this report are relevant to the
survey date only. This report is relevant to our site visit Monday 4th April 2022 It must be
remembered that trees/palms are dynamic organisms, being subject to continuous change,
and reassessment should therefore be carried out om a regular basis (recommended &
maonthily).

2. Objectives
The cbjectives of this report are;

s To provide an impact assessment on 2 trees at 48 Mudlo street, Port Douglas.
[Paperbark Gardens)

3. Information and Documentation Provided

At the time of the actual site inspection for assessment and health condition report James Watts
was provided with photos from administration so he could identify and document the location of
the trees reported on.

Tree Acg Pty Ltd — MPOT & Commercial in confidence
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4. Site Survey

On Monday 4" April 2022 James Watts conducted an onsite inspection at 48 Mudlo street Port
Douglas. 1twas a bright sunmy day. | met with Tina showed me the 2 tree locations.

4.1 Site Description

All Trees inspected are located on the grounds of the Lot 8, 48 Mudloe street Port Douglas.

Tree Acg Pty Ltd — MPOT & Commercial in confidence
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5. Materials & Methodology
The following is a description of elements included in the tree assessment.

Species: the tree’s botanical or common name as is most appropriate.
Age: an estimation of the tree’s age
- Young (Y): from establishment, up to one third expected life span
- Semi-mature (SM): between one and two thirds expected life span
- Mature (M): between two thirds expected life span up to full maturity
- Over mature (OM): trees older than expected life span or veteran trees
Condition: the tree’s overall health and condition
- Good: good form, typical of species with no major defects present. Long safe
useful life expectancy
- Reasonable: Good or reasonable form. Any defects are easily rectifiable or can
be managed
- Poor: Poor form. Major defects present.
- Dead
DBH: the diameter of the tree in centimetres, measure at a height of approximately
1.5m. Used as @ means of identification and gauge of future growth.
Height: the height of the tree in metres, estimated using surveyor’'s own judgement
(no measuring instruments were used in this survey).
Spread: the crown spread in one direction only
Comments: comments relating to the general health and condition of the tree.
Recommendations: recommendations for remedial work or other relevant advice.
Priority: Priority of recommended works
- High {H): action required within cne month
- Maedium (M): action advised within 3 months
- Low (L): action not critical but advisable for longer term health of the
tree/amenity value

The process of risk identification and controls have been carried out in accordance with AS/NZS
4360:2004 - Risk Management

Tree heights were determined with the use of a range finder

Biomechanical stability of the examined trees and tree components where determined utilising VTA
{Mattheck and Breloer 1994).

Tree Acq Pty Ltd — MPDT & Commercial in confidence
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6. Collection of Data
The data collected for this tree heatth and condition report was done so of a prediminary nature. All
data was collected from visible access points at grownd level. Mo climbing or use of elevated work
platforms was utilised. Due to the visual nature of this assessment there may be other issues that
remain undetected.

7. Tree Protection FZone
Al plants consist of three main sections, a crown [leaves), a stem or trunk and a root system. Each
one of these sections carries out specific functions necessary for the survival of the tree as all parts
interact. Above ground and below ground these sactions if damaged the entire tree will suffer and
SyMptoms may appear in any part of the tree. Therefore, any demolition and construction
operations that ocour arcund trees must be carried cat in such a way as to minimize the impact on
the health of the tree.

The principles of a tree protection zone are the combination of rooct area and crown area requining
protection. It is an area isolated from construction distwrbance, so the tree remains viable. This
needs to be incorporated before and during works carried cut o minimise the impact of
encroachment to surrounding trees. We work to the recommendations of the Australian Standards
(A5 4970-2008).

If required, we will utilise temporary protection measures to avoid any damage to surrounding
vegetation. This will include the use of barrier tape, signage and star pickets to keep people out of
the encroachment area. These will remain in place wntil all works are completed and your project
manager is satisfied and requests us to remove it

Other considerations within the TPZ inclede temporary watering to maintain soil moisture levels
which need to be regularty monitored, the application of mulch around base of trees at a uniform
cower of 150mm in depth [using coarse organic materals which comiply with AS 4454-2003 - Soil
conditioner, Compost and Mulches) and the supervision of any other activities within the TPZ such
as landscaping etc.

A5 head arbaorist, | will be inspecting the site to ensure exclusion zones are in place and not
encroached by other contractors.

Tree Acg Pty Ltd — MPOT & Commercial in confidence
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8. Tree Protection Plan
A tres protection plan must be available on site prior to commencement of and during works. This
must e accessible to the site manager, project arborist and contractors at all times so they are
aware of its requirements.

* Heritage
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Development
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Development
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Development
Stage -
Construction
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9. Survey Schedule

Species: 2-melaleuca levcadendra. In the grounds of number 3 at eastern end of property.
Ape: Mature, X 2
Condition: Reasonable, X 2

Comments: Tree with fig requires fig removal and poisoning once cuts are made on fig to prevent
wood sealing making poison inactive, remaining canopy requires rebalancing by the form of reduction
a5 necessary. Removal of major dead wood to prevent harm, Larger tree with vine nearest pood has
indications of included bark at crown break [approximately 3meters from ground bevellthis could be
ineestigated further once vine is removed from canopy, included bark is a concern due to being weak
in architecture (structurally weak unions that can il To reduce the risk of failure would be a crown
reduction, by this recommmendation the saill space of the tree is reduced which prevents wind shearing
on the upper canopy and less weighted limbs on weak wnions (crown break where the included bark
is hocated),

Recommendations: Rebalance, Dead Wood, Crown lift. Crown Shape, Monitor, Rernoval of fig. Tree
nearest pool heawvy crown reduction and shape, deadwood, remowval of vine. Please reduce to
substantial growth points. All works in accordance with AS4373-2007 pruning of amenity trees.

Recommendation Comments: Tree with fig will benefit from fig removal, less strain on canopy once
croawn balancing is done. Tree nearest pool will be safer once crowm is reduced {weighted imbs made
lighter om outer extremities) have less wind drag and weight on unions. Reductions are good way of
containimg the canopy but will reguire ongoing maintenance regime at least once a year to monitor
regrowih as tree owners are responsible legally for their vegetation. Depending on investigation once
vine is remowved, the percentage of the crown reduction can be determined by the condition of the
main crown unions, o determine the extent of included bark if any. Also recommended council
consent before works, due to trees being semi protected and of significant in size and being well
established. An alternative is to also obtain a second opinien from another Qualified Arborist.

Priority: High

Tree Acg Pty Ltd — MPOT & Commercial in confidence
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11 Recommendations and Observations

Aszesced as an extended group, surveyed trees are currently in fair condition,

For 2 trees assessed are deemed in high waffic areas but still deems them unsafe
until works are carried out in time frames outlaid in section 5, Materials and
methodology.

Both trees are located in confined areas overhanging infrastructure, which is a
concern if there is structural failure in both trees. Trees will have risk of failure
greatly reduced once recommended works are carried out. Inspections of unions

at crowmn break once vine is removed is also recommended.

If contractors are to be engaged for remedial work, they should be fully qualified
and experienced, being able to demonstrate a comprehensive OHS policy specific

to tree work, with relevant insurances in place.

Tree Acg Pty Ltd — MPOT & Commercial in confidence
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Appendix 1: Index of Arboricultural terms used
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Appendix 2: Tree Protection Zone Summary

The tree protection zone (TPZ) is the principal means of probecting trees on development sites. The
TPZ is a combination of the root area and crown area requiring protection. 1t is an area isclated
from construction disturbance, so that the tree remains viable.

When determining petential impacts of encroachment into the TPZ, we should consider the
following:

a) Location and distribution of the roots to be determined through non-destructive
investigation methods (pneumatic, hydraulic, hand digging or ground penetrating radar).
Photographs should be taken and a root zone map prepared.

b} Potential kass of root mass resulting from the encroachment: number and size of roots.

C] Tree species and tolerance to root disturbance

d] Age, vigour and size of tree

e) Lean and stability of the tree

fi Soil characteristics and volume, topography and drainage

gl The presence of existing or past structures or obstacles affecting root growth

h} Design factors

Tree sensitive construction measures such as pier and beam, suspended slabs, cantileverad building
sections, screw piles and contiguous piling can minimize the impact of encroachment.

When siting a structure near to a tree, the future growth of the tree, both above and below ground
should be considered. Precautions should be taken at the planning and design stage to minimize
patential conflict between trees and new structures,

When the reach structure is reactive clay, technigues such as localised pier and beam (bridged),
screw pile footings or root and soil moisture control barriers may be appropriate to minimize effects
on structuras.

The structural reot zone (SRZ) is the area required for tree stability. A larger area is required to
maintain a viable tree,

some factors of the SRZ are tree height, crown area, soil type and soil moisture. These may
influence built structures such as rocks and footings. The most common cause of damaged tress on
developrment sites is root damage, as roots are far more extensive and closer to the surface than
commaonky thought. When using, heavy machinery is it important to take due care not only to not
damage the tree directhy, but to aveid soil compaction as this will suffocate the tree.

Crown Protection

Tree crowns may be injured by machinery and the removal of surrounding trees. \Where crown
protection is required it will be usually located at least one metre outside the drip line of the crown.
Crown protection may include pruning, tying back of branches or other measures. If pruning is
required, this should be undertaken before the establishment of the tree protection zone.

Tree Acg Pty Ltd — MPOT & Commercial in confidence
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The TPZ is a restricted area usually delineated by probective fencing. This is installed prior to site
establishment and retained intact until completion of work

Some works and activities within a TPZ may be authorised by the determining authority. These may
be supervised by the project arborist. Any additional encroachment that becomes necessary as the
site warks prograss must be reviewed by the project arborist and be acceptable to the determining
authority before being carried out.

Approved tree removal and pruning should be carried out before the installation of tree protection
MEASUTES.

Adctivities restricted within the TPZ indude but are not limited to —

a) Machine excavation including trenching

b} Excavation for silt fencing

c] Cultivation

d) Storage

e} Preparation of chemicals, including preparation of cement products
f) Parking of wehices and plant

gl Refuslling

h} Dumping of waste

ij wash down and cleaning of equipment

il Placement of fill

k] Lighting of fires

1] Sail level changes

m) Temporary installation of utilities and signs
nj Physical damage to the tree

Protective fencing should be erected before any machinery or materizls are brought onto the site
and before the commencement of works including demalition. Once erected, protective fencing
must not be removed or altered without approval from the project arborist. The TPZ should be
securad to restricted access.

The negative impacts of inadequate development design, planning and supervision are cumulative
and wvery difficult to remediate after devebopment is completed. The best way to ensure the long-

term retention of established trees is to follow the guidelines of the Australian Standards AS 4970-
2009, [Reference material in Tree Protection Zone taken from A5 4970-2009).
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References:

Pirones Tree maintenance 7 addition

Dir Alex Shigo — Pruning amenity trees

A5 4373-2007 Pruning of amenity trees

AS 4570-2009 — Tree protection on construction sites

Diagnosis of Il health in trees By R.G Strouts and T.G Winter [Forestry commission)
The body language of trees (A handbook for failure analysis] by Claus Mattheck and
Helge Breloer, edited by David Lonsdale from a translation by Robert Strouts
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