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SITE CALCULATION:

SITE AREA = 1225.6m²
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Job Number: 6425 

 

 

27 March 2018 

 

 

Design Manager 

Paynter Dixon Qld 

PO Box 1206 

Milton Qld 4064 

 

Attention: Greg Wheeldon   

 

 

Dear Greg,   

 

Re: Information Request – Port Douglas & District Combined Club  
 

We refer to the Douglas Shire Council Information Request dated 16th January 2018 in relation to the development 

application for the proposed extension of the Port Douglas and District Combined Club.   

We have reviewed the information request in relation to the traffic engineering item (Item 3) and provide the 

following response:  

Item 3:  

Provide an evidence based traffic study prepared by an appropriately qualified traffic consultant to fully justify 

any proposed car parking arrangements for the additional floor space.  Little, if anything, contained in the 

planning reporting justifies the extent of car parking relaxation.  Noted, ‘patrons utilising the bar, whilst waiting 

for a table reservation and then once dining has finished use the lounge or gaming lounge’ is not a valid example 

of cross-utilisation.   

Response:  

The Port Douglas and District Combined Club is proposing an extension to the existing clubhouse which will 

result in additional floor space of the first floor of the club of 399m2 Net Lettable Area (NLA).  Details of the 

proposed extension of the first floor are illustrated on the attached plan prepared by Paynter Dixon (Dwg 02-

02 Rev B).  

It is understood that the proposed extension is to provide additional dining space and as such the intended 

‘use‘ of the proposed extension falls within the definition of ‘Restaurant’ within the Douglas Shire Planning 

Scheme adopted in 2006.   

It is also understood that the adoption of the definition of ’Restaurant’ for the additional floor space is 

acceptable to Council’s town planners though (as stated in the Development Application) it is inconsistent 
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with the nature of the overall club which operates as a community and recreational club facility (i.e. indoor 

sports and entertainment) that also provides a social and dining experience for members, residents, guest 

and visitors.   

Regardless, as specified in the Council’s Vehicle Parking and Access Code of the Council’s 2006 planning 

scheme, parking for a ‘Restaurant’ is required to be provided at a rate of 1 car space per 25m2 NLA.  Noting, 

as stated in Item 3 of the Information Request, the parking provision for the extension only relates to the 

additional floor space, a total of an additional 16 car park spaces is required to be provided with the 

proposed extension. 

There are currently 21 car park spaces immediately in front of the club.  There appears to be no time limit on 

the utilisation of the car park spaces and no signage limiting use of the car park spaces to club patrons only; 

though the layout of the car park does provide the visual indication that the parking area is for club patrons. 

Further, the existing 21 space car park is close to existing development and community activities within the 

surrounding precinct (e.g. shops, cafés, weekend markets).  It is therefore reasonable to infer that people 

using the existing 21 space car park are able to freely patronise not only the club but also existing 

development and community activities within the surrounding precinct.  The existing 21 space car park is 

also connected to the adjacent Council carpark.  It is therefore also reasonable to acknowledge that patrons 

of the club and adjoining facilities (e.g. boat ramp) are utilising the adjoining Council car park.  Conversely, 

there appears no signage to prohibit people, who do not intend to patronise the club, parking in the existing 

21 space car park.  As such the existing 21 car park spaces can be considered as part of the aggregate supply 

of off-street car park spaces provided across the Port Douglas business precinct.  

In this context, given there are physical constraints which do not enable the opportunity to provide additional 

car park spaces immediately fronting the club, it is recommended the applicant be required to construct the 

shortfall of spaces (i.e. 16 spaces) in close proximity to the existing club (i.e. within 100/200m of the club).  It 

is understood that the off-street parking area adjacent the club (bordered by Wharf Street and Grant Street) 

is a Council owned off-street car park which is available to the public when frequenting the Port Douglas 

business precinct.  

By providing the additional off-street car park spaces, the aggregated supply of car park spaces within the 

Port Douglas business precinct is increased to take into account the need to provide additional parking for 

the proposed additional floor space of the first floor of the club.  The net result being no change to the 

aggregated off-street car parking supply within the Port Douglas business precinct. 

I trust this information is of assistance. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Gerard Reardon 

(RPEQ #17765) 

Director 

MRCagney Pty Ltd 
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