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The Chief Executive Officer 

Douglas Shire Council 

PO Box 723 

Mossman QLD 4873 

 

Attn: Neil Beck 

 

Dear Neil, 

Lot 3 Ferrero Road, Craiglie 

Extension application for a development approval (pursuant to Section 86 of the Planning Act 2016)  

Council Ref: MCUC 2359/2017 

RPS Australia East Pty Ltd act on behalf of Prosilio Pty Ltd (the ‘applicant’) in respect of an application for an 
extension to the currency period of an extant approval for the Material Change of Use of premises located at 
Lot 3 Ferrero Road, Craiglie, and described as Lot 3 on SP161461 for the purpose of a Dwelling House 
(Council Ref: MCUC 2359/2017). 

The development approval comprises 

• Development Permit for Material Change of Use for a Dwelling House.  

On behalf of Prosilio Pty Ltd, we lodge this application for an extension to the currency period of the approval 
in accordance with section 86 of the Planning Act 2016. 

In accordance with Council’s current fee schedule, the relevant application fee of $988.00 is to be paid by the 
applicant upon receipt of the applicable invoice.  

Proposed extension to the currency period 

We note the following dates and durations apply in respect of the extant approval and the application: 

• Assessment Manager’s date of decision 16 November 2017 

• Applicant’s receipt of decision notice 17 November 2017 

• Date the approval took effect 17 November 2017 

• Relevant currency period 6 years 

• Expiration of the currency period 17 November 2023 

• We request the extension of the currency period until 17 November 2027 

In support of this application, please find attached the following information required under Section 86 of the 
Act 

• Attachment A: Original Development Approval - 2017/4418 

• Attachment B: Approved Building Design concept plans.  

Planning Act 2016 

Section 86 of the Planning Act 2016 states: 
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(1) A person may make an application (an extension application) to the assessment manager to extend 
a currency period of a development approval before the approval lapses. 

(2) The extension application must be—  

(a) made—  

(i) if the assessment manager has a form for the application—in the form; or  

(ii) by notice; and  

(a) accompanied by the required fee. 

(2A) Also, the extension application must be accompanied by the written consent of the owner of the 
premises the subject of the development approval to the extent—  

(a) the applicant is not the owner; and  

(b) the development approval is for— 

(i) a material change of use of premises or reconfiguring a lot; or  

(ii) works on premises that are below high-water mark and outside a canal; and  

(c) the premises are not excluded premises. 

In this instance the currency period of the approval has not lapsed, the Council does not have a form for the 
application and the applicant is the owner of the land. On this basis, it is considered that the application 
complies with the requirements of the act for a properly made application. 

Proposed Development  

The approved development relates to a single detached dwelling house and a detached secondary dwelling, 
to be located on Lot 3 Ferrero Road, Craiglie, more formally described as Lot 3 on SP161461. 

The approved development was designed by Greg Skyring Design and Drafting and was informed by and 
responds to existing terrain and the presence of regulated vegetation on the subject site. The approved Greg 
Skyring Design and Drafting Concept Plans are provided for reference as Attachment B.  The design of the 
proposed dwelling and secondary dwelling was informed by the location of the proposed dwellings, specifically 
topographic constraints, assessment of regulated vegetation and any land stability issues. In response, the 
concept design is of raised construction as opposed to ‘slab on ground’, complies with the maximum building 
height and avoids areas of significant vegetation, being located within the Category X area. The approved 
building design also intends to incorporate building materials and colours, which mitigate any potential visual 
amenity issues associated with the approved dwellings. 

The approved development will also incorporate sufficient building setbacks and the inclusion of a six (6) metre 
wide landscape buffer to the road frontage to mitigate visual impact of the approved development and to 
alleviate dust nuisance impacts from the unsealed road (Ferrero Road). 

Planning Considerations 

In the period post granting of the development approval, the economic climate and property market conditions 
have not been conducive to the commencement of the project works. However, recent improvement in market 
conditions in the Douglas Shire and wider Far North Queensland Region have improved the financial viability 
of the project. The applicant requests a four (4) year extension of the currency period to enable sufficient time 
for applicant to prepare detailed building design to obtain Building Works Approval and commence the change 
of use.  

Superseded Douglas Shire Planning Scheme 2006 

Whilst the original approval was issued under the previous planning scheme, the proposed development is 
considered generally consistent with the current Douglas Shire Planning Scheme 2018, which commenced in 
2018. Under the superseded 2006 Douglas Shire Planning Scheme, the site had the following 
designations/classifications: 

• Planning Area – Rural Settlement; 

• Overlay: 
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o Natural Hazards Bushfire Risk (Medium Risk Hazard); 

The approval for Material Change of Use under the superseded planning scheme was required as the 
proposed development did not satisfy the required front boundary setback of the Rural Planning area Code of 
20 metres. 

Current Planning Scheme Provisions and Relationship with Approved Development  

Under the current Douglas Shire Planning Scheme 2018 (v1.0), the subject site in included within the following 
designations: 

• Strategic Framework – Natural Areas / Scenic Values designation; 

• Rural Zone;  

• Overlays: 

o Bushfire hazard Overlay Maps (Potential Impact Buffer, Very High and High Potential Bushfire 
Intensity); 

o Hillslopes Overlay (Area affected by Hillslopes); 

o Landscape Values Overlay (High and Medium Landscape Values); 

o Landslide Overlay (Landslide Hazard – High & Medium Hazard Risk); 

o Natural Areas Overlay (MSES – Wildlife Habitat and MSES – Regulated Vegetation); and 

o Transport Road Hierarchy Overlay (Unformed Road). 

In accordance with the Tables of Assessment, the development of a Dwelling House, is Accepted Development 
subject to requirements and does not require a planning approval where it complies with the relevant provisions 
of the relevant Planning Scheme codes. This includes a setback of 20 metres to the road frontage and not 
being located in the Hillslopes Area. With the exception of the hillslopes overlay code, the planning 
considerations in respect of the development under the current planning scheme are largely consistent with 
those under the superseded scheme. 

A review of the 2018 Planning Scheme’s provisions indicates that the approved development is generally 
consistent with the ‘Acceptable Outcomes” of the Planning Schemes Codes that are applicable and/or 
considered relevant to the proposed development’s siting and design. Where the approved development is 
located within the area affected by Hillslopes Overlay Map, and not consistent with the “Acceptable Outcomes”, 
the proposed development is generally considered to adequately address the applicable ‘Performance 
Outcome’. The approved development addresses the “Performance Outcome” through the provision of 
suitable building materials and colours that mitigate visual impacts on the landscape character and visual 
amenity and are supported with the provision of a six (6) metre wide landscape buffer that screens the 
proposed dwellings, protecting the scenic backdrop of the hillslopes. 

It is considered that the proposed development, were it the subject of a fresh application, would not result in a 
requirement to consider matters that did not form part of the consideration of the original application. 

Conclusion 

Council’s granting of an extension of currency period for an additional four (4) years for the current Material 
Change of Use Approval for Dwelling House has considerable merit based upon Council’s Planning Scheme 
provisions and is considered appropriate for the subject land and Craiglie locality. The application is submitted 
for approval in accordance with section 87 (2) of the Planning Act 2016. 

Should you have any questions in respect of this application please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 
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Yours sincerely, 

for RPS Australia East Pty Ltd 

 

 
Stacey Devaney 

Planner 

stacey.devaney@rpsgroup.com.au 

+61 740 311336 

 

enc: Attachment A: Original Development Approval - 2017/4418 

Attachment B: Building Design Concept Plans 
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Attachment A 

Original Development Approval – 2017/4418 
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Attachment B 

Building Design Concept Plans 

 
















