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1 May 2024 

Enquiries: Neil Beck 
Our Ref: OP 2023_5560/1 (1223248) 
Your Ref: ARO0188 

 

J S Donald 
C/- ARO Industries  
PO Box 6490 
CAIRNS   QLD  4870 
 

 

Dear Andrew 

Development Application for Operational Works (Earthworks) 
At 368-380 Port Douglas Road PORT DOUGLAS 

On Land Described as LOT: 3 RP: 729037 

Please find attached the Decision Notice for the above-mentioned development application. 

Please quote Council’s application number: OP 2023_5560/1 in all subsequent correspondence 
relating to this development application.   

Should you require any clarification regarding this, please contact Neil Beck on telephone 07 
4099 9444. 

Yours faithfully 

 
 
For  
Paul Hoye 
Manager Environment & Planning 
 

 

cc. State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA) E: CairnsSARA@dilgp.qld.gov.au  

encl. 

• Decision Notice 
o Approved Drawing(s) and/or Document(s) 

• Advice For Making Representations and Appeals (Decision Notice) 
 

mailto:CairnsSARA@dilgp.qld.gov.au
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Decision Notice 
Approval (with conditions) 

Given under s 63 of the Planning Act 2016 

Applicant Details 

Name: J S Donald 

Postal Address: C/- ARO Industries 
PO Box 6490 
Cairns Qld  4870 
 

Email: admin@aroindustries.com.au or  

Property Details 

Street Address: 368-380 Port Douglas Road PORT DOUGLAS 

Real Property Description: LOT: 3 RP: 729037 

Local Government Area: Douglas Shire Council 

Details of Proposed Development 

Development Permit for Operational Works (Operational Works - Earthworks) 

Decision 

Date of Decision: 1May 2024 

Decision Details: Approved (subject to conditions) 

Approved Drawing(s) and/or Document(s) 

Copies of the following plans, specifications and/or drawings are enclosed.   

 

Title Reference No. Revision 

Bulk Earthworks Plan  ARO 0188-C01 2 

 

Note – The plans referenced above will require amending in order to comply with conditions of 
this Decision Notice. 
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Assessment Manager Conditions & Advices 

1. Carry out the approved development generally in accordance with the approved 

drawing(s) and/or document(s), and in accordance with: 

 

a.  The specifications, facts and circumstances as set out in the application submitted 

to Council; and 

b.  The following conditions of approval and the requirements of Council’s Planning 

Scheme and the FNQROC Development Manual. 

Timing of Effect 

2. The conditions of the Development Permit must be effected prior to the request for a Pre-

start meeting except where specified otherwise in these conditions of approval. 

 

Earthworks 

3. Provide updated plans to show the bulk earthworks footprint wholly contained within the 

boundaries of the development site. In particular, revise the proposed earthworks so they 

do not encroach into existing Lot 10 on RP729037, and include a fence along the shared 

boundary with Lot 10 on RP729037 on the revised plan. 

 

The revised earthworks plan must be endorsed by Council prior to the Pre-Start Meeting. 

4. Prior to the Pre-Start Meeting, provide clarification on the volume calculations for the 

updated bulk earthworks footprint supported with cross sections to the satisfaction of the 

Chief Executive Officer. 

 

Advice Note: Officers note conflicting commentary was provided in response to the 

Information Request (IR) dated 17 January 2024. The response to IR Query 1 indicates 

the quantity of fill imported to the site is approximately 4500m3 with no further imported fill 

proposed. The response to IR Query 6 indicates the quantity of fill is 4200m3 based on an 

average depth of 0.8m and 5156m2. 

5. In accordance with the Applicant’s proposed methodology stated in Query 3 of the 

Response to Information Request, stripped topsoil must be inspected by the 

Contractor/Applicant with Council to confirm it has been stripped in accordance with 

AS3798. The inspection must be carried out to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive 

Officer prior to the Pre-Start Meeting. 

 

6. The RPEQ certifying engineer is to provide evidence of subgrade preparation works 

undertaken to prepare the site for imported fill, (including clearing, stripping, and 

assessing in-situ subgrade prior to placing fill). Supporting information and/or photographs 

must be provided and certified by the RPEQ Engineer to the satisfaction of the Chief 

Executive Officer prior to the Pre-Start Meeting. 

 

If subgrade works were not required to prepare the site for imported fill, this must be 

certified by a suitably qualified RPEQ Geotechnical Engineer prior to the Pre-Start 

Meeting. 

 

Retaining Walls 

7. Provide details of the concrete retaining wall proposed along the northern  boundary of 

the site to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive  Officer prior to the Pre-Start 

Meeting. 
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8. Provide calculations and catchment plans to demonstrate stormwater flows are contained 

in the surface drainage system at the top of the retaining wall, enable flows to pass the 

wall, and include appropriate scour protection at the base of the wall. 

Advice Note: Retaining walls must include adequate surface drainage at the top of the 

wall to ensure surface stormwater flows are taken to the lawful point of discharge and do 

not overtop into adjacent private property.  

Drainage at the top of wall must be to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive Officer and 

maintained at all times. 

9. Any retaining walls higher than 1 metre must be structurally certified prior to the 

Commencement of Work. 

Where the profile or height of the wall is redesigned during structural certification, 

amended plan(s) must be approved by Council. 

 

Stormwater Discharge 

10. Prior to the Pre-Start Meeting, demonstrate that the post-development discharge from the 

site is in accordance with the requirements of Queensland Urban Drainage Manual 

(QUDM).  

In particular, demonstrate (with supporting calculations) that the post-development 

discharge from the site as a result of the proposed earthworks and concrete retaining wall 

along the northern boundary of the site does not exceed the pre-developed discharge to 

the satisfaction of the Chief Executive Officer.  

11. All stormwater from the land must be directed to a lawful point of discharge such that it 

does not adversely affect surrounding properties or properties downstream from the 

development, in accordance with QUDM at all times. 

For the purpose of stormwater runoff, the lawful point of discharge must be either the Port 

Douglas Road table drain adjacent the western development boundary and/or Lot 10 on 

RP729037 adjacent the eastern development boundary. 

 

Erosion and Sediment Control Measures 

12. Prior to the Pre-Start Meeting, provide an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan nominating 

the proposed ESC measures on a separate plan to the bulk earthworks plan. 

13. ESC measures must be installed and maintained at the interface between the earthworks 

batter and the existing ground surface within the development footprint to direct all runoff 

to the lawful point of discharge and prevent ponding nuisance at all times. 

Advice Note: It is unclear how stormwater conveyed from the proposed earthworks batter 

to the existing natural surface within the development footprint will be addressed to 

mitigate the risk of water ponding at the earthworks interface. 

14. Temporary ESC measures must remain in place during construction and until the site is 

stabilised to prevent any sediment entering the adjacent stormwater systems or properties 

to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive Officer. 

Fencing 

15. Prior to the Commencement of Works, erect a fence to delineate the common boundary 

with existing Lot 10 on RP729037, and restrict building access for the duration of 

construction activity. 
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The fence must be to the requirement of the Chief Executive Officer. 

 

Progression of Works 

 

16. Due to earthworks having commenced on site, a Pre-start Meeting must be requested 
within 2 months from the date of this Development Permit. Works authorised by this 
Development Permit must be completed within 2 months from the date of the Pre-Start 
Meeting unless otherwise agreed to by the Chief Executive Officer.  

 

Advices 

 

1. This approval, granted under the provisions of the Planning Act 2016, shall lapse two (2) 

years from the day the approval takes effect in accordance with sections 85(1)(b) and 71 

of the Planning Act 2016.  

2. The Douglas Shire Council area is subject to water restrictions during dry season months 

that may limit and/or restrict the use of Council water for landscaped areas.  Council 

recommends water harvesting and water saving devices to be included to cater for the dry 

season periods. 

3. All building site managers must take all action necessary to ensure building materials and 

/ or machinery on construction sites are secured immediately following the first cyclone 

watch and that relevant emergency telephone contacts are provided to Council officers, 

prior to commencement of works.  

4. This approval does not negate the requirement for compliance with all other relevant Local 
Laws and other statutory requirements. In particular, the use of the adjacent sidewalk area 
is subject to a Local Law approval for outdoor dining. The use of the sidewalk area for 
outdoor dining is subject to a Local Laws approval. 

Further Development Permits 

Not applicable  

Concurrence Agency Response 

Not Applicable 

Currency Period for the Approval 

This approval, granted under the provisions of the Planning Act 2016, shall lapse two (2) years 
from the day the approval takes effect in accordance with the provisions of Section 85 of the 
Planning Act 2016. 

Rights to make Representations & Rights of Appeal 

The rights of applicants to make representations and rights to appeal to a Tribunal or the 
Planning and Environment Court against decisions about a development application are set out 
in Chapter 6, Part 1 of the Planning Act 2016.  

A copy of the relevant appeal provisions is attached. 
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Approved Drawing(s) and/or Document(s) 
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Extracts from the Planning Act 2016 - Making Representations During Applicant’s Appeal 

Period   
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Extracts from the Planning Act 2016 – Appeal Rights  
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