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To: The Assessment Manager,

Douglas Shire Council

64-66 Front Sireet,

Mossman. Qld 4877

Via email: enquiries@douglas.qld.gov.au

OBIJECTION TO DA LODGED BY:

Walkabout Cultural Adventures

17 December 2024.
Dear Ms. Elphinstone,
RE: Objection to Council Development Application Number MCUI 2024_5682/1

Sand Extraction Proposal on Lot 1 on RP893855, Bonnie Doon Road, Killaloe

l,-own Walkabout Cultural Adventures. | have operated this business for 15

years.

My cultural educational tours are carried out into the mangroves and shoreline from the
southern end of Cooya Beach right up to the mangrove area that is next to Lot 1 on RP 893855
and further on to Muddy Creek which is next to the Killaloe Transfer Station. My business is
very successful with both domestic and international tourists, and | rely 100% on the
mangroves and wetland along this part of the coast for not only educating people about the
environment but also as our staple food source. My daily tours mean visitors walk around 7
to 8 kilometres learning about the ocean and the vast ecosystem as a whole. The noise
generated by heavy machinery and trucks from a sand quarry would significantly harm our
guests' experience and, in turn, our business. It would completely disrupt the ambiance and
tranquillity that our customers cherish, which is intrinsically tied to the serene mangrove
systems surrounding us.
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The proposed sand quarry and the adjacent mangroves which border it are low-lying coastal
shoreline. Knowing how prone to storm surges this area is, the mangroves will be vulnerable
to cyclonic activity on a low-lying coastal shoreline.

I am also concerned as to the proposed significant earthworks required to construct the NQ,
Asphalt project, the access road that is intending to be built, and the bridge over the moderate
waterway to the north of the site will potentially dam up Bonnie Doon Road which will then
prohibit anyone leaving Cooya Beach as when it floods the Junction Bridge (alternate exit) is
the first go over. The large scale of this sand quarry will potentially leave the capture of
rainwater and overland flow to interfere with natural processes. During the wet seasons and
tidal changes there will be an overflow of fresh water from the site into the mangrove
wetlands. This overflow of fresh water will kill the mangroves and everything that relies on
the mangroves for survival.

I, nor any other Kubirriwarra or Eastern Kuku Yalanji Traditional Owners that I'm aware of,
was ever consulted by NQ Asphalt Pty Ltd. In my view, it does not appear that a proper and
rigorous assessment of the proposed project and its potential impacts has been undertaken.

This lack of proper assessment affects an area of important significance to First Nations
people.

On 27 February 2023 Traditional Owners registered a claim with the Native Title Tribunal (file
No QC2022/007; QLD 356/2022) (EKY #2 Claim).This matter is due for determination in the
Federal Court during June 2025. There has been no consideration of the Cultural Heritage
Laws by the Applicant and these must be considered.

The Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003:

Provides blanket protection of areas and objects of traditional, customary, and
archaeological significance. Recognises the key role of Traditional Owners in cultural
heritage matters. The Cultural Heritage Acts define Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
cultural heritage as anything that is:

e asignificant Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander area in Queensland, or
an area or object is significant because of either or both of the
following: Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander tradition

® the history, including contemporary history, of any Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander party for the area.

NQ Asphalt has not effected its obligations of consultation either under the Cultural Heritage
Act 1993 (Qld), Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act [1999] (Cth),
Planning Act 2016 (Qld), State Code 9: Great Barrier Reef wetland protection areas and
associated Development Assessment Rules among other statutory and regulatory
frameworks.



(ueyH eLEMLIGNY)) 18UMO JeUORIPEI] HTUBIBA NN} Lld1ses
SRUNIUDAPY |ANIIND) INOGEY BN

J12UMQ

‘Aj9120u1S SINOA

'U0|SEID0 SIY) U0 duoda10) uaaq aAey o) sieadde
Y2IYM ‘Jaay Jarlieg 19 ayl ul seale adelusH plao Jo Juswadeuew oy uo adape guipinoad
Ul SUOIIESIUESIO |EJUSWILIDAOZ-UOU PUE |BJUSWIUIDA0E YIIM SUOIEIDOSSE [BD0] Guipuels
-duo| pjay aney ajdoad eaempuuigny  Aunod Jo juawiedeuew pue uoneauuod J1pyy Ag
paping aie sanijiqisuodsas A1ewo1sNd pue waalsa-4[as Jo asuas ‘Ayuapi s 91doad eriemiugny
AUl "ME| PUB SUOJIPEI} [BANJIND YHM JUDISISUOIUI SIDUUBW Ul 1NO PaLLed ale Aljunod-uo
Furnnoo syoelosd Juawdoj@aap uaym sso| pue adewep s1a4ns AjuNWLod Jo Jagua Alang



