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1. INTRODUCTION

The Wangetti Trail is a proposed overnight walking and mountain biking trail from Palm Cove to
Port Douglas in Queensland. It is named after the township of Wangetti, which is located roughly
one-third of the way along the trail. The trail is expected to be about 70km long, and is intended to
take walkers 6 days/5 nights to complete and mountain bikers 2 days/1 night to complete.

This document, the Wangetti Trail Concept Plan, provides a broad picture of what the Wangetti
Trail will be. It should be understood that the Wangetti Trail is still in the concept stage — the

exact position of the trail is yet to be resolved, which will happen in the next stage. This document
includes maps showing a potential alignment of the trail, presents cost estimates for construction
and discusses the likely number of users and possible management models and revenue streams.

Wangetti Beach, for which the trail is named, is an important place for the traditional owners, the
Yirrganydji people. It is World Trail's hope, and a key aspect of the vision for the trail, that the
Yirrganydji people will be integral to the development and management of the Wangetti Trail
moving forward. The trail will provide a range of benefits and opportunities for the Yirrganydji
people — increased employment and business opportunities and the opportunity to raise
awareness about the land and culture of the traditional owners.







2. BACKGROUND
2.1 The Beginning

The Wangetti Trail is the vision of Glen Jacobs, Cairns local, Director of World Trail (WT) and
internationally renowned trail design and construction expert. For the past twenty-five years Glen
has travelled the globe, creating stunning trails through picturesque landscapes.

Glen’s achievements in recreational trail development read like a ‘bucket list’ of travel destinations,
but despite spending lengthy periods living abroad, Glen remains a passionate Cairns local,
committed to promoting the awe-inspiring scenic beauty of the Cairns region.

Glen’s vision for the Wangetti Trail is an iconic, long distance trail connecting Palm Cove and Port
Douglas that showcases the beauty of Tropical North Queensland, from World Heritage listed
rainforests to the Great Barrier Reef. With a deep understanding of what creates successful trails,
Glen is confident that the Wangetti Trail will be among the best trail experiences in the world.

For years, Glen has spent his spare time researching the concept and investigating possible
routes. In May 2015 WT produced a document that attempted to summarise and encapsulate the
idea and objectives behind the Wangetti Trail. The document was titled ‘Wangetti Trail Proposal:
Palm Cove To Port Douglas Shared-Use Trail’and outlined the early vision for the trail.

On the release of this document in 2015, the trail began to gain support, with local newspapers
and radios getting behind the idea, leading to a groundswell of support from the general public,
business leaders, politicians and land managers. Letters of support from local politicians, govern-
ment agencies, individuals and business associations were provided in support of the proposal.
Examples of these are provided in Appendix 1.

This growth in support culminated in Cairns Regional Council (CRC) and Douglas Shire Council
(DSC) engaging WT to prepare the Wangetti Trail Concept Plan.




2.2 SITE DESCRIPTION
2.2.1 Location

The Wangetti Trail will be located along the coastal plains and mountainous hinterland between
Port Douglas and Palm Cove. Approximately 75% of the trail is located in the Douglas Shire and
25% is located in the Cairns municipality.

The northern end of the trail finishes at Port Douglas. One of two main population areas within the
Douglas Shire, Port Douglas is a well known and loved tourism destination, justifiably famous for
its high end luxury getaways, its coconut tree fringed white sand beaches and access to two World
Heritage listed assets — the Great Barrier Reef and the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area.

The Douglas Shire has a population of around 11,000 people. The economy of the region is driven
by tourism (with 1.2 million visitors annually) and agriculture (mainly sugar cane farming and
processing). With an 80% economic reliance on tourism, the Douglas Shire ranks as the most
tourism dependent region in Australia.

At the southern end of the Wangetti Trail lies Palm Cove. Palm Cove is a small suburb located on
the coast at the northern extent of the Cairns municipal area. It is a popular holiday destination
with hotels, private residences, restaurants and beautiful beaches and is only 25-30 minutes drive
from the centre of Cairns.

One of the larger cities in Queensland, the Cairns municipal area has a population of around
160,000 people and is the economic centre of Tropical North Queensland. Key economic sectors
in the municipality are tourism and agriculture. With a modern airport servicing International and
Domestic markets, Cairns is generally the gateway for visitors to Tropical North Queensland.

The ‘study site’ for the Wangetti Trail can be thought of as a rectangle around 40km long,
stretching all the way from Palm Cove at its southern end to Port Douglas at its northern end - see
map on following page.

On its eastern side, it is constrained by the ocean. On its western side, it is constrained by
topography (the landform rises up steeply into the Macalister Ranges, which reach over 1,000m
above sea level).
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Key features/aspects of the study site include:

The Captain Cook Highway extends along the coast between Cairns and Port Douglas,
running directly beside the beach in places. It is a spectacular section of road of about
45km from Palm Cove to Port Douglas, with views over the ocean and Great Barrier Reef.
It is popular with tourists and sightseers, offering numerous viewing spots. It carries a
moderately high amount of traffic, as it is the main road linking Cairns and Port Douglas;
Townships located along the Captain Cook Highway within the study site include (from
south to north) Palm Cove, Ellis Beach, Wangetti, Oak Beach, Mowbray, Craiglie and

Port Douglas. These include limited tourist services such as accommodation, hospitality
and attractions;

The main watercourse within the study site is the Mowbray River. It is located near the
northern end of the study site, close to Port Douglas. There are numerous small water
courses draining off the Macalister Range and down to the ocean. These include Tin Creek,
Hartley’s Creek, Turtle Creek and Grant’s Creek, but there are also many small unnamed
creeks, many of which may only flow after heavy rains;

Southedge Road or Quaid’s Road passes through Macalister Range National Park.

It is gated and currently closed to the public by Commonwealth regulation. This road was
built in the late 1980’s but was later closed due to lack of planning and proper approvals.
Despite being closed to vehicles by numerous physical barriers across the road, it is
frequently used by cyclists, walkers and trail bike riders.



2.2.2 Land Tenures

The study site encompasses a range of different land tenures.

As the trail will be a publicly accessible tourism product, managed by government, the

majority of the trail should be located on public land. The study site is therefore restricted to the
public land tenures within the study site, although private freehold land may need to be crossed/
passed through in exceptional circumstances if no route can be identified on public land.

‘Tenure Map 1’ on pages 14-15 shows the various different land tenures throughout the study site .
As shown in this map, the majority of the public land within the study site is contained within the
Macalister Range National Park.

Outside of the Macalister Range National Park, there are numerous other types of public land

tenures within the study site, including:

. Wangetti Rifle Range — a rifle range is located just to the south of the Wangetti township.
It is operated by the Australian military and is a restricted area. An exclusion area extends
to the southwest beyond the boundaries of the rifle range for public safety reasons;

. Power line access — In many places, there is an electricity power line running parallel to the
Captain Cook Highway on the western side which has a number of access roads for
maintenance. These access roads will provide emergency evacuation routes for the
Wangetti Trail, but will also be useful for access during scoping and construction;

. There are numerous other public land tenures including reserves, state land, leasehold
land, road reserves, easements and more.
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2.2.3 Macalister Range National Park and
the Wet Tropics World Heritige Area

The Macalister Range National Park is managed by Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
(QPWS), a division within the Queensland Government Department of National Parks, Sport and
Racing.

The following description of the park is taken from the department’s website
(www.nprsr.qld.gov.au/parks/macalister-range/about):

“Macalister Range National Park protects a rugged, forested range along
the far northern coastline of Queensland. A picturesque park, rising
steeply from the shoreline, it overlooks the tropical islands and waters of
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. Mount Charlie, the park’s highest
point, reaches 880 m. It is near this peak that the crest of the

Great Dividing Range is at its closest point to the Australian coastline
(apart from its northern extremity at Cape York Peninsula).

A drive along the Captain Cook Highway from Cairns to Port Douglas
offers fantastic views of the park’s imposing mountains on one side and
inviting beaches, rocky headlands and tropical reefs on the other.

There is no public access and there are no facilities.

The Macalister Range National Park was gazetted 4 June 2010. This park
was formerly Timber Reserve 315 and after being assessed for its natural
integrity was gazetted as a protected area. It is located entirely within the
Wet Tropics World Heritage Area.”

The Macalister Range National Park Management Statement 2013 lists some key attributes of the
park as:

. Of the 38 regional ecosystems mapped in Macalister Range National Park, 29 are
considered to have conservation significance;

. Macalister Range National Park is known to protect two endangered, four vulnerable and
three near threatened native plant and animal species;

. No native title claim is currently registered for Macalister Range National Park;

. Tin Creek, which forms the southern boundary of the park, reflects the importance of
tin mining, which occurred sporadically in the area from 1907 until 1984;

. A number of overgrown logging tracks still exist on the park;

. The south-west take-off point from the Mount Buchan Track on Kuranda National Park is a

hang gliding site on Macalister Range. An old forestry road to Hartley Falls is still used for
walking and mountain biking and is often overgrown. The Hartley’s Creek Track accessing
Hartley Falls is a management road, used as a walking and mountain bike track.

The Macalister Range National Park forms a part of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area
(WTWHA).

The WTWHA is about 894,420ha of mostly public land, the majority of which is held in national
parks. The perimeter boundary of the WTWHA is about 3000km in length and stretches for about
450km from just south of Cooktown to north of Townsville.

‘Tenure Map 2’ on pages 11-12 shows the extent of the WTWHA.
9
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2.3 BENCHMARKING RESEARCH

As part of the scoping work for the Wangetti Trail, a benchmarking exercise was undertaken to get
an understanding of other similar products available in this market. This exercise aimed to outline
a number of iconic trail experiences from around Australasia.

A number of factors were researched for comparison, including:

Trail significance;

Target markets;

Usage fees;

Usage numbers;
Management systems;
Accommodation options;
Commercial operations;
Types of experiences offered.

Key conclusions drawn from these and other examples (not shown) are:

Target markets for hiking and mountain biking are willing to travel to remote locations and
expend significant funds;

Iconic mountain biking trails in Australia can attract visitation of 20,000-30,000 visitors per
annum;

Iconic walking trails in Australia can attract visitation of over 10,000 visitors per annum;

In order to be successful walking and mountain biking trails must offer unique and
outstanding experiences, scenery and service, and must showcase the beauty of the
natural environment;




2.3.1 Blue Derby, Tasmania

Over the last four years the township of Derby in Tasmania’s northeast has seen the largest
mountain bike trail development project in Australia come to fruition. With Federal and State
government funding totalling around $4,000,000, the trail construction process began in 2014,
transforming the quiet town of Derby into Australia’s premier mountain bike tourism destination.
Real estate prices in the community have doubled and many new businesses have opened to
service the influx of mountain bike riders. Future extensions of the trail network are likely, which
will only increase the appeal of riding and holidaying in northeast Tasmania. The Blue Derby
network hosted a round of the Enduro World Series in April 2017, the first time this event has ever
come to Australia, bringing the eyes of the international mountain bike community to the region.




TRACK TYPE:
Mountain Biking

TRAIL SIGNIFICANCE:
National / International

DISTANCE:
85km

TARGET DEMOGRAPHIC:
Novice to Experienced Mountain
Bikers

USAGE VOLUMES:
22,000 - 30,000 p.a.

FEES:
All Trails are free to ride.

TRAIL ATTRACTIONS:

Temperate rainforests, stunning sub-alpine and
mountain landscapes, rivers, lakes and
waterfalls, coastal views and old mining
heritage.

ACCOMMODATION:

Accommodation options can be found both ‘on
trail’ and ‘off trail’.

With the primary trailhead in the main street of
Derby, its no surprise that most accommodation
is located in Derby also, but there are plenty of
options in the surrounding district.

All accommodation is provided by the private
sector, except for a free informal campground
on the main steet.

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM:

The trail network is managed by two
municipalities, Dorset and Break O Day
Councils.

COMMERICIAL OPERATIONS:

Several mountain bike specific commercial op-
erations have opened up since the trail network
was completed, including bike hire and shuttle
services.

Shuttle services allow riders to be dropped off
and picked up at certain locations. Costs range
from $30 - $79 per person.

BOOKING SYSTEM:

No booking system applies to the trails.

All trails are free to ride.

No designated ‘maximum’ number of users.

16



2.3.2 Munda Biddi Trail, Western Australia

Officially opened in 2013 after a decade of planning and construction, the Munda Biddi Trail is one
of the most unique trail experiences in Australia, due largely to the sheer quantity of trails — over
1000km of dedicated trails make up the Munda Biddi experience. Usage of the track is estimated
at 88,000 users annually. While nearly half of these are day visitors, it is estimated that 47,000
users/year spend at least one night on the trail. Funding for the trail came mostly from Western
Australia’s innovative Lottery West Grants program and there are no fees or charges to use the
trail. The establishment of the Munda Biddi Trail has brought new commercial income streams to
the small townships and communities along the trail. Being a shared use trail, the Munda Biddi
Trail is an excellent comparison to the Wangetti Trail.




TRACK TYPE:
Walking & Mountain Biking

TRAIL SIGNIFICANCE:
National

DISTANCE:
1000km - Designed around 40km-50km
sections for bike users.

Users may choose to undertake day rides
and don’t have to ride the entire trail.

TARGET DEMOGRAPHIC:
Novice to Experienced Mountain Bikers

USAGE VOLUMES:
88,000 p.a. (includes 41,000 day trips
and 47,000 users staying overnight).

FEES:

No usage fees.

The Munda Biddi Trail is a not-for-profit
organisation. They accept donations

and run events to fund maintenance and
marketing. The funds to establish the trail
have predominantly come from the
Lottery West Grants Programs.

TRAIL ATTRACTIONS:

Cycle through towering Eucalyptus forests and
ancient, unspoiled bushland. Discover plants
and wildlife found nowhere else in the world.
Camp in shelters or stay in quaint country
towns. Learn about Aboriginal culture and the
rich heritage of the region. Visit wineries and
other attractions in the south west of Australia.

ACCOMMODATION:

Campsites are available at strategic intervals.
Campsites comprised of a composting toilet,
two water talks, picnic table, undercover bike
storage, and sleeping shelter for around 25
people within 4 timber platforms and cleared
tent sites.

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM:

The trail network is managed by WA Parks &
Wildlife Service.

The Munda Biddi Trail Foundation also takes an
active role the maintenance and marketing of
the trail.

COMMERICIAL OPERATIONS:

Plenty of ‘off-trail’ accommodation along the
way at nearby townships. Other services
available in these townships include equipment
hire, day tours, restaruants and shuttle services.
While no commercial ‘end-to-end’ tours are
currently available, shorter customised tours are
available along different sections of the trail.
The most popular commercial tour is the four
day ‘Collie to Nannup’, priced from $700 per
person.

BOOKING SYSTEM:
No booking system currently in place.
Huts are provided to users on a ‘first come’
basis.
18



2.3.3 The OIld Ghost Road, New Zealand

Completed in late 2015 and costing over $6,000,000, the Old Ghost Road has set a new
benchmark for multi-use trail experiences in Australasia. Taking more than 136,000 man hours
(both volunteer and professional) to construct, the trail weaves through some of the most
picturesque scenery and formidable terrain possible. An initiative of the Ministry of Economic
Development, the project to develop the Old Ghost Road commenced after the global financial
crisis in 2007, when the ministry set aside $50,000,000 for trail development throughout the
country.

The Old Ghost Road trail provides an excellent benchmark for the proposed Wangetti Trail as it is
designed for both walkers and mountain bike riders.




TRACK TYPE:
Walking & Mountain Biking

TRAIL SIGNIFICANCE:
National

DISTANCE:

84km

5 day hikes ranging between 10-25km
per day.

Mountain bike riders can complete the
track in 2-4 days.

TARGET DEMOGRAPHIC:
Experienced Walkers & Mountain
Bikers

USAGE VOLUMES:
The track had 2500 users in the first 2
months of operation.

FEES:

The track itself is free to walk or ride if
you are self sufficient. Camp grounds
are not provided.

05 Gnosl,

TRAIL ATTRACTIONS:

The trail traverses a wide range of landscapes
that include steep-sided river gorges,
spectacular mountain tops, wide open valleys
and majestic rainforest.

ACCOMMODATION:

A number of huts are available ranging between
$20 - $70 per person per night depending on
season and location.

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM:

The track is managed by the Department of
Conservation.

The track was funded by ‘New Zealand Cycle
Trail’, an initiative of the Ministry of Economic
Development.

COMMERICIAL OPERATIONS:

A range of commercial operators provide
accommodation, cafes, equipment hire,
transport and guided tours.

The cost of guided tours ranges from

$1595 - $2090 for a fully guided and catered
experience over 2 nights and 3 days.

BOOKING SYSTEM:

Online bookings are required through website,
which is managed by the Mokihinui-Lyell
Backcountry Trust.

20



2.3.4 Overland Track, Tasmania

The Overland Track in Tasmania’s northwest is arguably Australia’s premier overnight walking
track, with annual booking numbers exceeding 8000 users. This nationally significant track
attracts ‘experienced walkers’ who travel to Tasmania from all over Australia and overseas,

with the primary purpose of undertaking the trail. 60% of users come from interstate, 30% from
overseas, and 10% from within Tasmania. 92% of walkers rank the completion of the Overland
Track as one of the best things they have done in their lifetime. In 2013/14 the track generated
$1,200,000 in revenue (fees and merchandise) and supports up to 85 full-time jobs in the region.

The track directly employs 5 full-time rangers each season, who undertake minor track/hut
maintenance, clean toilets, provide first-aid and check entry passes. In 2012-13, Parks & Wildlife
Tasmania spent $905,000 on the track in staff costs, helicopter services and track and facilities
maintenance, to provide a quality experience for walkers and maintain the very values that attract
walkers to that experience.




TRACK TYPE:
Walking Track

TRAIL SIGNIFICANCE:
National

DISTANCE:
65km

6 days

8-17km per day

TARGET DEMOGRAPHIC:
Experienced Walkers

USAGE VOLUMES:
8000 p.a. Limited to 60 users departing
per day during peak season

FEES:

Peak Season: $200 adult,

$160 children (u17) and seniors.
Off Peak Season:

No track usage fees required.

National Park pass is required for all
visitors and vehicles in the park.

@ .\

TRAIL ATTRACTIONS:
Ancient rainforests, Eucalypt forests, glacier
carved valleys, alpine meadows, waterfalls,
mountain summits.

Travels through the Tasmanian Wilderness
World Heritage Area.

ACCOMMODATION:

There are several options available.

The standard booking fee enables the user to
access timber huts along the way, although
these huts can’t be booked and are first in, first
served. If the huts are full, timber platforms are
available to pitch a tent.

Upmarket accommodation options are
provided by commercial operators for a fee.

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM:

The trail is managed by Parks & Wildlife
Tasmania. A number of private, commercial
accommodation and guided tour operations are
integrated into the walking track product
offerings.

COMMERICIAL OPERATIONS:

The commercial sector offer a range of
products, including:

Self guided options, including all fees, park
entry, accommodation, equipment, tent
platform or basic hut if available.

Average backpack weight 18kg. Prices start
around $995.

Guided options including transfers,
accommodation in private hut, meals/wine, park
passes, equipment, personal guides. All gear is
transported daily, users only carry a daypack.
Prices range from $1850 - $3400 pp twin share.

BOOKING SYSTEM:

Parks & Wildlife Tasmania manage the online
booking system. Users are required to book the
trail during the peak period from 1st Oct — 31st

May. 29



2.3.5 Three Capes Track, Tasmania

Completed in late 2015, after several years of construction, the Three Capes Track located in
Tasmania’s far southeast provides a complementary coastal counterpoint to the Overland Track.
Costing upwards of $30,000,000 to build, the track was an initiative of State and Commonwealth
governments. The private sector was also involved with the development of the bespoke
accommodation huts that are made available to those walkers wanting a more ‘upmarket’ walking
experience. With 1,100 walkers using the track in its first operational month, the track is expected
to host over 10,000 walkers per annum.




TRACK TYPE:
Walking Track

TRAIL SIGNIFICANCE:
National

DISTANCE:
46km - Appoximately 4 days

TARGET DEMOGRAPHIC:
Experienced Walkers

USAGE VOLUMES:

10,000 p.a predicted (2016)

The track is restricted to 48 users per
day commencing the walk, based on
the capacity of the accommodation
huts available at each camp site.

FEES:

Adults $495, Children $396

Prices include site entry, car parking
and lockers at Port Arthur historic
site, Pennicot Wilderness journey
cruise, accommodation in cabins on
track, bus transfer from trail end point
and a guide book with maps and
information

Off Peak - No fees (National Park
Pass required

\
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TRAIL ATTRACTIONS:

Set in the Tasman National Park, the track
boasts amazing rock formations, sea-cliffs,
forests, woodlands and shrublands. A number
of World Heritage listed sites can be seen along
the journey.

ACCOMMODATION:

All users must stay in the huts provided at each
camp site — camping in tents is not permitted.
The cost of using these huts has been built into
the fee to utilise the track.

The accommodation has been designed and
built to blend into the landscape, while also
providing comfortable beds, water and heating.

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM:

The trail is managed by Parks & Wildlife
Tasmania.

A number of commercial accommodation and
guided tour operations have been integrated
into the walking track product offerings.

COMMERICIAL OPERATIONS:

Commercial operations based on the track
include:

Boat/bus transport required to

start/finish the walk;

Number of guided walking tours. These tours
utilise separate accommodation. The cost of
these upmarket tours start from $1295 - $2250
per person.

BOOKING SYSTEM:

Parks & Wildlife Tasmania manage the online
booking system.

All users are required to book the trail, as it is
only operational from the 1st November — 31st
April.
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2.3.6 Great Ocean Walk, Victoria

The Great Ocean Walk runs parallel to The Great Ocean Road in Victoria, one of Australia’s most
well-known scenic drive routes and an iconic tourism product in its own right. Completed in 2014,
the Great Ocean Walk took over ten years to complete and cost more than $10,000,000 to
develop. The walk provides a range of difficulty levels along the route, so users can choose
sections according to their fitness levels and time available. As the trail runs adjacent to the road
and nearby coastal communities, the opportunity to stay in ‘off trail’ accommodation is available.
This accommodation comes in varying levels to cater to a range of budgets. The Great Ocean
Walk has some similarities to the proposed Wangetti Trail, in so far as accommodation is available
‘on-trail’ and ‘off-trail’, while also providing day walk options for those with limited time.




TRACK TYPE:
Walking Track

TRAIL SIGNIFICANCE:
National

DISTANCE:

104km —

8 days

15-20km per day

Smaller four-day tours available
covering 40 - 56km in total, or about
12km per day.

TARGET DEMOGRAPHIC:
Experienced Walkers & Day Walkers

USAGE VOLUMES:
Not known.

FEES:

There are no fees to access the trail.
Fees apply for ‘on trail’
accommodation (camp sites).

\

TRAIL ATTRACTIONS:

Coastal scenery including the Twelve Apostles,
rugged coastal cliffs, views over Bass Straight,
native wildlife.

ACCOMMODATION:
Campsites are available for a fee of $31.60 per
night, with up to 3 users permitted at each site.

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM:

The walk and campsites are managed by Parks
Victoria.

A number of commercial accommodation and
guided tour operations managed have been
integrated into the walking track product
offerings.

COMMERICIAL OPERATIONS:

Four day fully guided walking packages are
seasonally available. These tours include all
meals, accommodation off the trail and
transfers. Prices range from $2000 - $2200 per
person twin share.

BOOKING SYSTEM:
Online system managed by Parks Victoria
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3. THE WANGETTI TRAIL CONCEPT
3.1 Guiding Principles

The following guiding principles provide a checklist for the development of the Wangetti Trail.
The Wangetti Trail will:

A Be a Nationally Significant trail, ranked within the top 10 trail experiences in Australia

Be a world class trail, known internationally and capable of attracting visitors from overseas;
Be a shared-use trail, catering to mountain bike riders and walkers

Offer a number of different walk/ride options, including overnight end-to-end
experiences and shorter day walk/rides

' > _— Be free for day visitors to use. Fees will apply for overnight stays on the trail
\if \ Exposes users to a variety of different vegetation communities

" " \ Embrace its coastal aspect, providing numerous beach access points along
= the way and many spectacular views of the coast and the Great Barrier Reef

Embrace its position within the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area,
_— showcasing the beautiful and diverse rainforests that the area is
renowned for

Offer a variety of /

accommodation options

and pricepoints for trail Be located on public land, but providing opportunities for

users, including on-trail & \ private sector investment

off-trail options. X
Visit freshwater streams and rivers wherever possible,
giving users the opportunity to access swimming holes,

Provide an opportunity to educate and waterfalls and rainforest streams

inform people about the natural and
cultural values of the area through which

) . ) ; ~ 4 Add a new tourism product to the region —
't passes, through interpretive signage ) ,_/'I A\ an overnight walk/ride experience — and

and value-added guided tours \ ~ "l create new reasons for visitors to travel
to the region

Accentuate feelings of wilderness and isolation, despite being
relatively close to roads and other urban infrastructure \

Create new opportunities for employment, through the management and maintenance of Y
the trail ™~

Leverage off the tourism services and infrastructure in place already at its southern and northern
terminals, Palm Cove and Port Douglas respectively

Be designed to minimise environmental impacts through careful alignment of the trail first
and foremost, and secondly, through ensuring that all trail construction activities are carried out in

line with best practice, sustainable trail construction practices 8 |



3.2 Values

The Wangetti Trail will be a Nationally Significant and internationally recognised walking and
mountain biking experience.

In creating the Wangetti Trail, the goal is to immerse the users of the trail in the natural
environment of Tropical North Queensland and to give them an unforgettable experience like no
other. It will be uniquely Australian, emphasising the culture, history and way of life of the
traditional owners. It will encourage a sense of exploration and a spirit of adventure. It will foster
an appreciation of the natural environment and the diversity of flora and fauna within it. It will wash
away the cares of modern life and focus the mind and senses on the present moment. It will
create lasting and positive memories that will be valued as the experience of a lifetime.

As they travel along the trail, users of the trail may experience the following sensations, sounds,

sights and feelings:

. The sound of cars, trucks and motorbikes slowly fading away as the trail moves up and
away from the highway; bird calls of all kinds and intensity, constantly changing with
aspect, vegetation and time of day; the scuttling of small animals in the undergrowth; the
shrill chirping of insects; the scrunching of tyres and boots on dirt and gravel or the squeak
of bare feet in soft sand; the heavy breathing of intense exercise and activity as the trail
climbs up it's way up hill; the soft incessant bubbling and churning of rainforest streams,
slowly giving way to the gentle roar of waterfalls in the distance;

. A range of smells and odours that subtly change and blend together as the trail moves
through the myriad landscapes and communities along the trail — the sweet hint of
Eucalyptus oils baked from the pores of Eucalypt leaves hanging limp in the hot sun; the
salty tang of the sea as the trail rises up onto vantage points overlooking the ocean, gently
buffered by cooling sea breezes; the moist, thick smell of leaves and organic matter slowly
decaying in the cool darkness beneath the rainforest canopy; the mouth watering smell of
food cooking over a campfire at the end of a long day on the trail,

. The million different blues of the ocean, stretching dappled to the horizon, hinting at the
reefs and diversity ebbing below the surface; the silvery glare of the sun reflecting off the
sea; ripples radiating outward in concentric circles from mysterious bubbles on the surface
of a turbid brown estuary; footsteps stretching back along the beach, lost in the scalloped
surface of the beach and washed clear by the march of the tide; the rich oranges and reds
of lichens and mosses, gracing the surface of rocky tors and outcrops; the intricate patterns
and pathways of grubs and larvae etched onto the surface of ghostly white bark; the
mesmerising journey of a leaf, floating down an endless cascade of tiny rapids and chutes
in a crystal clear rainforest stream; the impossibly straight and regimented rows of sugar
cane fields, glimpsed from on high through the canopy of the forest; the endless procession
of stars, planets, galaxies and satellites overhead in the night sky; the flickering strobe-like
effect of riding swiftly through the forest, with the sun hanging low in the sky;

. The feeling of a loaded pack on the back, hot and heavy, then cool and damp as it is
removed for a rest; the cool relief of fresh water from a rainforest creek splashed over the
face, head and shoulders; the sense of accomplishment on arrival at a viewing point,
mountain top or campsite; the clinging humidity of a rainforest after showers; the feeling of
relaxation, sitting feet up at the end of the day, reflecting on the journey; the sense of
renewal and reinvigoration as the day’s grime, dirt and sweat is washed away in the ocean
or river; the sense of wonder and grandeur at the ancient and timeless landscapes along
the way.
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3.3 Intended Target Users

The Wangetti Trail is intended for use by mountain bikers and walkers.

Within both user groups there are three sub-categories:

1. Dedicated visitors — people who travel to the region for the sole purpose of doing the
Wangetti Trail;

2. Casual visitors — people who travel to the region for a range of experiences and activities,
including the Wangetti Trail;

3. Local residents — people who live locally and use the trail for recreation and/or exercise.

Dedicated visitors are likely to undertake the entire Wangetti Trail from end-to-end — they are the
core audience for this trail. Casual visitors and local residents are likely to undertake short day
visits to the Wangetti Trail and are an equally important audience for the trail. By designing the
trail with the ability for people to ‘step-on/step-off’ at the start/end of each stage, maximum appeal
across these sub-categories is assured.

From its conception, the Wangetti Trail has been designed for use by mountain bikers and
walkers, making it different to many other iconic overnight trail experiences — most cater to either
walkers or mountain bikers, but few cater to both. Walkers and mountain bikers can co-exist safely
and happily on the same trail, subject to the following guidelines being implemented:

. All promotion and marketing of the trail must refer to it being shared-use for walking and
mountain biking;

. There are no existing walking or mountain biking trails in the study site which will be
re-purposed or incorporated into the trail, so there are no existing user groups to consider;

. The trail will be designed and constructed to maximise forward visibility along the trail,
providing maximum warning of approaching users;

. The trail must have adequate signage reinforcing that it is a shared-use trail, with

suggestions for trail etiquette and encouraging courtesy and harmony between users.

Examples of iconic overnight trails that are shared-use are the Old Ghost Rd in New Zealand and
the Munda Biddi Trail in Western Australia. Both trails are proof that the two user groups can
co-exist on the same trail, with careful design and education of the users.

A third user group may also be likely to share the trail — trail runners. Trail running is a fast growing
sport with an increasing market share in adventure tourism. It has been shown to be a compatible
and suitable usage for mountain bike trails, with trail runners and mountain bikers having similar
average speeds on uphill sections of trails. Trail runners have different needs to walkers and would
cover different lengths per day than walkers. The Wangetti Trail has not been designed specifically
with the needs of trail runners in mind, 